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The process
ÅAxtell asked for First Impressions, we obtained 

Melvernas its partner;  a 2-hour drive is a challenge. 

ÅJayson Tynonreceived City Council approval and 
enlisted volunteers. 

ÅI trained the volunteers about the visit and survey 
and took photos of Axtell on August 30. 

ÅMelvernvisitors came in one car on September 18 
and returned three surveys. 

ÅResults are presented today. (Dec 2,  January 27) 

ÅAxtell uses the report to continue conversations and 
planning.



Why: First Impressions?  
Å¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ CŜŜŘōŀŎƪΥ  

How does a first-time visitor view my town? 

ïEvaluate successes, 

ïSet goals and priorities for next steps. 

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΥ 

ïBe curious, Why does the visitor see it this way? 

ïIs the observation worth considering? 

ïWhat can we do to change itςor the perception? 

Curiosity:  A strong desire to know or learn something.
-Oxford Living Dictionary



Data
Å2010 Census Population  406 

(Down 8.8% since 2000*) KS= +6.1%

Å2017 Estimate is 402  
(down 9.7% since 2000 KS= +8.4%) 

Å90.1% high school or GED, 17.0% college educated, 

ï90.3% HS or equivalency, KS   31.6% college education,

ÅPoverty rate is 5.2% (KS=13.3%)

ÅMedian Age 47.0 years (36.2) 

ÅMedian household income is $50,625 ($53,571)

* 2000 Census was 445

(Source:  www.Factfinder.census.gov)



Web Presence
ÅWebsite http://www.axtellks.com/

ÅVery nice web page

ÅLooked at the website 2 days prior to going to 
Axtell. I found the web site easy to go through 
with no difficulty. The information about 
Axtell Cash Program, Axtell Doughboy, Paul 
Grove Park and the Axtell Community 
Calendar were very informative. 

http://www.axtellks.com/


Web Presence
ÅWebsite

http://www.axtellks.com/

http://www.axtellks.com/


Web Presence
ÅWebsite 

ÅMore photos of the community having fun 
together would add interest and set you apart.



Web Presence
ÅFaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1508350649409318/

Axtell PRIDE Association

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1508350649409318/


Web Presence
ÅFaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/events/273155403403668/

Axtell Economic Development Corporation

https://www.facebook.com/events/273155403403668/


άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ
ÅVery nice sports field, beautiful modern playground. 

Well maintained community. There was a nice large 
sign at Highway 36 and 110 intersection. Home of 
Eagles. West/South entrance very nice. 

ÅThe houses and yards of the community were very 
neat and clean. Lawns were mowed. 

ÅL ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ŀ άƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ƨǳƴƪέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŀǊŘǎ ƻǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 
houses. The 5-minute impression of the community 
was very good.  
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Downtown Business Area
ÅThe downtown business area looked neat and clean. 

Different businesses had their sign on their store. We 
ate lunch at the Bar and Grill. The food was excellent, 
and the manager was very friendly. 



Downtown Business Area
ÅWe did not go into any other business except City 

Hall. The city clerk was very receptive and provided 
lots of information about the community and various 
organizations. Her people skills were excellent! There 
ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴ ά/ƛǘȅ Iŀƭƭέ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΦ 



Downtown Business Area
ÅWe parked on main street in front of the bar/grill. 

The sidewalks were clean, and the steps were clearly 
marked. 



An opportunity? 



Downtown Business Area



Downtown Business Area



Other Retail Shopping Areas



Industrial Parks/Commercial
ÅVisitors did not discern an industrial area. 

A drive-by is not how industry will find you, your local 
Eco Devo director will make sure your site is listed on 
LocationOne@ Kansas Department of Commerce. 



Industrial Parks/Commercial
Observation: 
Åά9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦέ

ÅGlobal marketing makes 
your products accessible 
to the world.  

ÅLove your business 
directory which highlights 
how much business is 
done here: 
35 businessesin a town 
of 406.  



Health Care Services
ÅThere is an ambulance within the community. 

ÅHealthcare is in nearby communities.  

hƴŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜέ 
tab on their website listing the nearby communities 
with health care and the mileage to them.  This takes 
away the heath care worry for anyone who is thinking 
of moving here. 



Housing
ÅThe clerk said it is unusual but there are several 

houses for sale in Axtell and a few for rent. 



Housing



Housing



Housing



ÅNeed for clean-up/demolition of older properties



Housing data
KANSAS 

ÅTotal Housing Units 188

ÅTotal Occupied Houses175  (93.1%)  (89.3%) 

ÅVacant Houses 13  (  6.9%) (10.7%)

ÅOwner Occupied 141 (80.6%) (66.3%) 

ÅRenter Occupied 34 ( 19.4%) (33.7%)

ÅFamily Households 60.6% (65.4%) 

ÅNon-family Househld. 39.4% (34.6%)



Schools
ÅVery well maintained. Pre-K through 12. One 

concern- safety of bleachers at city park field. 



Schools



School Information
ÅbƻΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘΦ {ƻƳŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ 

nothing on test scores. 

ÅWhat makes your school special?


