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A Coffeyville applied for First Impressions.
A Augusta agreed to be their partner.

A Visitors were trained on what to look for during their
visits and how to fill out their assessment reports.

A Three visitors visited in August 2025.
two on Aug 4 (Mon) and one on Aug 20 (Wed)

A Photos taken a soggy day, November 24, 2025.
A Results presented on February 12, 2026.

A Augusta uses the results for further discussion and
action plans.
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Community Feedback:

How does a first-time visitor view my town?
Evaluate successes,

Set goals and priorities for next steps.

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Be curious:
Why does the visitor see it this way?

|s the observation worth considering?

What can we do to change it 0 or the
perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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We need to change the narrative about rur:

4

Ben was our guest on the
First Friday eCalls.

See the recordings at:
https://www.ksre.lk
state.edu/program

areas/supporting
communities/firstfriday-ecalls/

Ben Winchester
Senior Research Felloy
U of MN
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People research a number of places
before they move to a rural town.

Brain Gain

(30-49 year olds

moving to rural) is

a onew trendo
that has been

happening since

the 7060s

Rural is in the middle of everywhere .
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Approximately 14% of Kansans moved during the previous year.

A Simpler pace of life,
A Safety and security,
A Affordable housing,

Communities can work

together to attract A Outdoor recreation,
newcomers and create A Quality schools
guality of life for

everyone.

OA jobndt in the
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Get to know each other
Invite them to a
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Welcome!
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If you bring 20 people
to a 2,000person town
every year, in 10 years
e2dzQf f KI @
Increase.



/5% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

Housingwill be freed up as the baby
boomers retire and move closer to
medical services.

Rural communities
need retirement
housing (not nursing
facilities, but
maintenance free)
to retain seniors.
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A 2024 KS Certified Populatio® 103 | 2% since 2015

A 2020 U.S. Census: 9,256 | .2% since 2010
A 2010 U.S. Census: 9,274

A Medianhouseholdncome: $60,581 $72.639

A Highschoolor GED 94.3% 91.%%

A AtleastaB.S Degree 23.%9% 35 W

A MedianAge: 39years 37.2years
A Persons 65 and Over 25% 17%

(Source: MySidewalk; Census.gov; State of Kansas Div of Budget) Blue:Kansas Comparison Data
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APovertyrate_ 119 119

(% of people below poverty line)

Race/Ethnicity

White: 90%% Americanindian: 1%
Black: 0% Native Hawalian/Other Paci
Asian: 0% Islander: 0%

Other: 0% Twoor moreraces: 2%

Not Hispanic or Latino93%  Hispanic or Latino: 7%

In Augusta, 17.4% of the population moved in the last
year.
What would it take to attract them to Augusta?

Blue:Kansas Comparison Data
(Source: MySidewalk; Census.goy
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Website:

A City website was clean and organizéaed the popup job
listing. https://www.augustaks.org/

= c (; augustaks.org) ﬁ') 89 o ©
i Apps 33 | @ KSREDir #® Qualtrics [ Home - PEARS | Kan... GrantWriting 2 < KSU Grant Enrolim... 8 Zoom Video Confer.. @ FirstFridey M CEC @ Concur 7€ TOLLS-KTA 3 RoboForm @B KSRE YouTube B Civil Rightsstmt  g]J httpsy/data.census... » | [3 AllBookmar
Home IWant To Government Businesses Community Visitors Translate v ° Search

WORK FOR AUGUSTA

The City of Augusta is currently
recruiting for the following positions:

Seasonal Lifeguard
Seasonal Cemetery Worker
Street Laborer

Solid Waste Truck Operator
Public Safety Officer 1

APPLY
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Website:

A There is a link from the City website to the other important
city sites, including Go Augusta.

A TheGoAugustasite for the Chamber and Tourism was helpful.
https://www.goaugusta.org/

AaoodSyiaé IINBE tAa0SR 2y GKAaA
| TF2NRIOAfAGEE LINPINI YO
A Both websites came up near the top of the search page.
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Website:
CKS a/ 2YYdzyAde tF3S¢éE€ 2y [ A0@é& 2S04aA
A The Veterinarian also serves as the Animal Shelter.

A The Calendar of Events is empty for community events and
gets lost on the top of the page.

Home | Want To Government Businesses Community Visitors Trans|
I
< Calendar Of Events City Services Community Organizations New Residents Guide
Landfill Coupon Program = Augusta Animal Clinic Schools
Code Violations Augusta Public Library Augusta Public Schools, USD 402
Fishing & Boating Licenses Augusta Senior Center st. James Catholic School
Parks and Recreation BUCO Department on Aging
Power Outages Gol Augusta (Chamber of Commerce/CTB) Property Tax Calculator
Sewer Backups Community Caring Center Project Tracker
Trash Collection
Utility Office E-Notifications
Pet Registration Interactive City Map

Calendar of Events
Browse through our calendar of community events and city meetings to stay up to dote on what's
happening in our great city.
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Mission, Vision, And Values

Mission

Clty We bSlte We cultivate pride by cregating a family-friendly community for residents, businesses, and visitors, rooted in
professional service delivery.

Vision

L K I g S y Q u a S S y Augusta is an inviting city with a thriving local economy, excellent schools, and a proud community that
WebS'teS Wlth M |SS|On, VISIOn, works in partnership to solve problems and accomplish great things.

Values, and the Athenian Oath

Love it. Values

Integrity
We set high standards for our personal, professional, and organizational conduct and we are accountable
for our actions.

Community Pride
We present a positive image of the City organization and community in all cur actions and communications.

Professionalism
We treat people with courtesy and respect at all times and behave in a manner that sustains public
confidence in our organization.

Innovation
We seek creative solutions and encourage new methods and ideas to improve delivery of services.
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A Nothing stood out as good or
bad on the initial drive through.

A Brick Streets are beautiful and &%
In good reparr.

A Brick street bumpiness would
be a problem over time.

A The welcome signs need
cleaning.
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A We loved the park right in the downtown area, it
creates a destination downtown.

A | got a great feeling about the downtown
businesses. There were so many and the citizens |
spoke to indicated businesses are well supported.

A The buildings are wethaintained.
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A An optunityfor downtown business signs:
A Kansas Commerce SIGNS grants, due February 28.
A Up to $25,000 for & business signs.

A https://www.kansascommerce.gov/gpd/signs/



https://www.kansascommerce.gov/qpd/signs/
https://www.kansascommerce.gov/qpd/signs/
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A Great variety of storedattoos, retail, barber,
and unigue offerings, too.

A Very few empty buildings.
A Most storefronts were appealing and

welcoming.

here were maybe a few that

needed improvement.

A The fudge shop was great and the owner was
wonderful. He sells out almost every Saturday
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DontonLiving The owner of the fudg hop told us about
! upstairs apartments in the downtown area.
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A The Marketplace had a wonderful selection of
items from gifts, to clothing, and more. It
made you feel like you were in an eld
fashioned store, a great feeling for small
towns.

A The drugstore had a little bit of everything,
and it also gave an ofiiime vibe.
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A Everyone was friendly! No one was very
chatty; they waited for us to ask questions anc
engage.

A A business owner who owns multiple

businesses was wonderful to talk to. He has
such a passion for downtown and Augusta.

A Very friendly people. | was greeted when |
walked In.
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PublicAmenitiesDowntown

A We loved the
downtown park; it (...
creates a e
destination for

.

A There was a publicim 4555
restroom at the
park.

A Car charging station
was impressive.
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A Trash receptacles were in
good locations and on the
corners were 3 smaller
pots with plants that are
well cared for.

A The trees had mulch
around them with no grass;
they are well maintained.

A Parking places are well
marked and plentiful.
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A There were multiple
areas, including the
main street corridor,
but also near the L iy Ty ‘ '
lake and other main
roads.

E
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A The industrial park
gl ayQi 200A72
found a few industries
In one area that seemed

=

- like an opportunity for
e grOWth .
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A driveby is not how industry will find you, check with
your local Eco Devo director to make sure your site Is
listed onLocationOng® Kansas Department of
Commerce.

Observation:

AGIOYUINBLINBY SdzNE 6Kz OKz22aS 0
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
''YAUSR {GF0Sa SOSNE &SI Né

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.



KANSAS STATE

A

Extension

Health Care
Services

Augusta, KS

Kansas State University Extensior



KANSAS STATE

Extension

A There are dentists,
optometrists, and other
medical professionals.

A | really liked this part of the
visits | saw lots of offices
for medical services.
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A Several family
practice offices.

A Urgent care, but
no hospital,
which is
worrisome.
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A We think we saw several senior living
ASNIAOSaz odzi (GKSANJ
A Online we were able to locate several.

Brookside photos: https://www.after55.com/ks/augusta/brookside  -cottages/1rx7jv5 Retrieved 2-8-2026



https://www.after55.com/ks/augusta/brookside-cottages/1rx7jv5
https://www.after55.com/ks/augusta/brookside-cottages/1rx7jv5
https://www.after55.com/ks/augusta/brookside-cottages/1rx7jv5

KANSAS STATE
UNIVERS

Extension

Housing

Augusta, KS

Kansas State University Extensior



KANSAS STATE | ..

A Great variety of housing for low, middle, and
higher income.

ASARY QU a4aSS | f204 27F -
did see a new housing development.

A Very few dilapidated houses!

A Some new construction: looks like room to
expand.

A A+ on thishomeowners seem to really care
about their town and properties, everything Is
well cared for.
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