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The process
ÅBern asked for First Impressions, Beattie agreed to be 

its partner; 45 min drive. 

ÅI trained the volunteers about the visit and survey on 
January 21 and took photos.

ÅFour Bern visitors visited in January. 

ÅResults are presented by zoom and video recording. 

ÅBeattie uses the results for further discussion and 
action plans. 



Why: First Impressions?  
ÅFeedback:  

How does a first-time visitor view my town? 

ïEvaluate successes, 

ïSet goals and priorities for next steps. 

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΥ 

ïBe curious, Why does the visitor see it this way? 

ïIs the observation worth considering? 

ïWhat can we do to change itςor the perception? 

Curiosity:  A strong desire to know or learn something.
-Oxford Living Dictionary



Research on Brain Gain 
Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural. 

ÅRural is changing, not dying. 

ÅBrain Gain (30-пф ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊǳǊŀƭύ ƛǎ ŀ άƴŜǿ 
ǘǊŜƴŘέ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ тлΩǎΦ

ÅPeople research a number of places before they 
move to a rural town. 

ÅRural is in the middle of everywhere. You live one 
place, work another and play another.With 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 



Research on Brain Gain
Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

Å46% of Kansas households moved between 1995-1999

Å In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons they 
come are: 

ïSimpler pace of life, 

ïSafety and security, 

ïAffordable housing, 

ïOutdoor recreation, 

ïQuality schools 

ïάAƧƻōέ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ мл ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ 

ÅCommunities can work together to attract newcomers and 
create quality of life for everyone. 



Research on Brain Gain 

ÅάLƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ false

ÅGet to know each other, invite them to a newcomers 
meal. 

ÅIf you bring 2 people to a 200 citizen town every year 
ƛƴ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ мл҈ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΦIt matters! It 
is a challenge with housing, but it is achievable. 

ÅWe are our own worst enemies.We have to monitor 
our customer service and what we say.It matters.

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŀƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜǊΦέ   !ƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ  



Research on Brain Gain 

Å75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and 
older.  30% are over 75.

ÅHousing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire 
and move closer to medical services. 

ÅRural communities need retirement housing (not 
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain 
seniors.- Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,  
University of Minnesota

Ben Winchester was our guest on the 
First Friday Call.  

See the recording at: 
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/


Data
Å2020 Census:  228 or 197 2010 Census:   200

(Up 14% since 2010 or down 1.5% depending on census report)

KS= +3.0%

ÅMedian household income is $47,375 ($61,091)

Å91.4% high school or GED 91.4% HS or equivalency, 

ÅMedian Age 40.6 years (37.2) 

ÅPoverty rate 10.4% (KS=10.6%)  (!KS not comparable)

(Source: https :// data.census.gov) 

https://data.census.gov/


Web Presence
Website

ïNo city website, but I found information on 
Wikipedia, travelks, mapquest, legendsofkansas. 

ïEasy to find historical information, but not much 
on the current state of the city.  

ïBeattie Milo Festival Truck Show- 500 followers. 
Pretty impressive video of all the trucks. 6.2k 
views of the videos.



Web Presence
ÅFaceBook

Beattie, KS 
https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Beattie-
Kansas/105514846148132/

A Facebook generated page.

I am told these sites 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ άǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊΦέ 



Web Presence
ÅFacebook  

Å¢ƘŜ .ŜŀǘǘƛŜ aƛƭƻ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ¢ǊǳŎƪ {Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ 
up with a Beattie, KS or Beattie, Kansas search



άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ
ÅbƛŎŜ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ .ŜŀǘǘƛŜέ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜǎ 

to town on the highway.   Can see a bit of storm 
ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ǳǇ ȅŜǘΦ   ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 
a very ag-focused community. 

ÅStreets are in good repair and all of the lawns and 
homes seem to be mowed and taken care of with 
nice landscaping except for storm damage.

ÅThe City signs at two of the three entrances were 
very nice but lacking in landscaping. 



άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ



Downtown Business Area
ÅThe two service station areas are nice to see and 

attractive. 

ÅThe empty store fronts are unattractive.  These 
ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŦǊƻƴǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ōŜ άŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘέ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ  
Possibly display windows for their museum. 

ÅThe restaurant was closed but looked inviting and 
the menu looked good and posting it outside was a 
nice idea. The Library door was opened but 
unmanned.  The inside was not nice. 



Downtown Business Area



Downtown Business Area
ÅPost office on corner. Bank, Hair/Barber salon, 

Construction Office, Water District building, 
Cafe, Co-op, Twin Valley services building, Blue 
Valley building, and several homes that 
appeared to be trucking businesses.



Downtown Business Area

ΧǘƘŜǊŜ is a general lack of signage 
on buildings/businesses.   Very 
difficult to figure out what services 
are provided without the signs.



ÅThe north side of main street sidewalk was about 1 
foot above the street - making it very difficult to 
access, would be impossible for handicapped and 
very hard for elderly/disabled.



Downtown Business Area



Downtown Business Area
Amenities  (drinking fountains, benches, public 
restrooms, trash receptacles and wi-fi, etc) 

ÅThe park on Main Street is fantastic.   Public 
handicap-accessible restrooms.  Nice paths and 
equipment that is well maintained.  Has a shelter 
house, trash receptacles, water hydrant, and some 
decorative lighting and benches.

ÅI did not see any Wi-Fi.  You could park on Main 
Street and walk anywhere.  No difficulty in find 
parking spots.



Downtown Business Area
ÅOnly parking at park was on the street. 

ÅLandscaping to me is vital and I found the 
town in general lacking landscape appeal. 



Other Retail Shopping Areas

Å¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǘŜƳ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ .ŜŀǘǘƛŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
by the highway where Dollar General or the Quick Stop are. 



Industrial Parks/Commercial
ÅThe Coop and Studer Trucking are evident. 

ÅIt is unclear whether there is more industrial land 
available. 





Industrial Parks/Commercial
ÅA drive-by is not how industry will find you, check 

with your local Eco Devo director to make sure your 
site is listed on LocationOne@ Kansas Department of 
Commerce. 

Observation: 
Åά9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦέ

ÅGlobal marketing makes your town accessible to purchases all 
over the world.  



Health Care Services
Å²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ 

what Twin Valley services is. 



Health Care Services
ÅThere are several modern housing units around town that 

appear to be small apartments.  The lady we talked to said 
housing for disabled and elderly.  

ÅThe special needs facility looked very active.  I liked the 
outdoor areas available for their residents. The exterior could 
use a little upkeep.



Housing
ÅYes, there is a nice mix of smaller and larger homes, 
ŀƭƭ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦΦ   ²Ŝ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŀǿ ƻƴŜ άŦƻǊ 
ǎŀƭŜέ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴȅ 
other available housing.   

ÅThere were a lot of houses in varying income levels.  
5ƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ άŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜέ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ.

ÅOne house up for auction. Saw everything from a 
new build to a run-down shack. A lot of open lots 
with no signage



Housing



Housing



Housing
Rental Housing

ÅDid not observe any rental properties or find anything on the 
internet. 

ÅGittardEstates- has 8 apartments which are single family 
dwellings which are not limited to income eligible. 

ÅWe train visitors to go to City Hall and ask about rentals 
available, would city hall have had a list of Landlords? 



Housing



Housing



Housing data
KANSAS 

ÅOccupied Housing Units 95

ÅOwner Occupied 73.7% (66.3%) 

No vehicle available: 4

No telephone available: 4

Households with a computer: 89%

Households with Internet Subscription: 87%

Travel Time to jobs: 19.6 min

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/ table 2504

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/


Schools/ School Information
ÅVisitors all believed you were in the Marysville school 

district.  

ÅFamilies have access to any of 3 school districts: 
Axtell, Frankfurt and Marysville.  

ÅIf only we could tell the outside world.  



Childcare
Comments: 

ÅWe did not see any child care signage, but one home 
on Main Street appeared to be set up for child care. 

ÅWe train visitors to ask at City Hall, does City Hall 
have a list of providers? 

Source   https://online.flippingbook.com/view/292534183/10 /

Marshall County Data: 

Å Desired Capacity of existing Child Care 397

Å Number of Children Under Age 6 potentially needing care:   538

Å Extent Desired Capacity meets Potential need 74%

Å Creating a Child Care Action Plan  
https:// ks.childcareaware.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Draft-Child-Care-Supply-Demand-Action-Plan.pdf

Å Contact ks.childcareaware.org to access local child care specialists. 
785-823-3343 

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/292534183/10/
https://ks.childcareaware.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Draft-Child-Care-Supply-Demand-Action-Plan.pdf


Faith/Religion
ÅTwo very well-kept churches: United Methodist and 

St. Malachy Catholic



Civic
Å5ƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿƛƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  

There was a sign blown down and laying on the 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ŜŀǘǘƛŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ tǊƛŘŜΦέ 

ÅDid not know what Twin Valley Services was ςwhen I 
ƎƻƻƎƭŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ a developmental services agency, but the 
website is not valid.*   L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŎƛǾƛŎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
activity. 

* Using Google Chrome, I had no difficulty with this website. 



Civic



Public Infrastructure
ÅStreets were pretty good.   Street signs are good. 



City Hall
ÅThe City Hall is located in the Library building, 

but both were closed when we were there.  
Did not see any information online if we were 
trying to move into town (like a list of services, 
businesses, and what service providers were 
around).


