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A Bern askedor First Impression$Beattie agreed to be
Its partner; 45 min drive.

A | trained the volunteersibout the visit and surven
January and took photos.

A Three Beattie visitors visited in February.
A Results presented by zoom and video recording.

A Bern useshe results for further discussion and
action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
ALFT @2dz R2y QU | ANBS 47
I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?

I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to changecior the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.

ABrainGain(3@ ¢ &SI NJ 2f Ra Y2JA)
UNBYRe UGKIUO Kla o0s8s8W0VaRl |

A Peopleresearch a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one

place, work another and play anothewith
ONJ VaLR2NIOFGAZ2ZY YR AYy(S!
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
A 46% of Kansas households moved between 153D

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons they
come are:

Simplermpace of life,

Safety and security,

Affordable housing,

Outdoor recreation,

Quality schools

A22Hay QU AY GKS (2L mn NBI

A Communities can work together to attract newcomers and
create quality of life for everyone.
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A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers
meal.

A If you bring2 people to a200citizen town every year
AY wmMn &SI NBR @& 2 dzQft mattdst 1D S
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedNe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.

A52yQu aleéesx a,2dz KIgS (2
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota
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Ben Winchester was our guest on the
FirstFriday Call.
See the recording at:

https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurshiy

/


https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/
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A 2020 Census: 161
2010 Census: 167

(down 3.6%since2010) 145 K& +3.0%
A Median household income #60,000 ($61,091)
A Median Age 36.9 years (37.2)

A 65 years and older 32.4%

https:// data.census.qov;

K?()Lu}gedge https:// www.census.gov/quickfacts/KS
or 'l e



https://data.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/KS

K-STATE
A Website

No city website
A Named after Bern, Switzerland (Wikipedia)

A Online impression made me think of a small
guiet town, but instead saw a town with
several businesses and industry with diverse
employment opportunities.
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K-STATE Web Presence

FaceBookBern, Kansas
https://www.facebook.com/berncommunity

A A very active community page with events and information.

i~ O g & @
Q Bern, Kansas 1l Like Q
-~
About See all @0 Create post

© This page is for community |ad Photo/video @ Check in o Tag friends

members, both past and present,
to connect with each other about

what is going on in Bern, Kansas. e

March 12 at 3:37 PM - @

© We would like this to be a place The Bern Fire Dept. BBQ is tonight.
for our community to connect. To
find out about local events, share

your ideas, promote your craft or Bern Fire Department

business, and ... See more [}
ils 964 people like this including 2 of BB Pork Dlnner
your friends
Q ~ Sponsored by Nemaha County Fire Dist. #4 ~

993 people follow this
€@ http://www.bernks.com/ Sﬁt\ll‘dﬂy, Mﬂl’dl 12, M

© send message

Retrieved from internet 4/5/2022

B Community

Kj’%&"#‘fdg e Photos See all

(ozrzzz7# BBQ Pork Dinner



https://www.facebook.com/berncommunity/

A FaceBook
Bern, Kansas

https://www.facebook.com/places/Thing®-do-in-BernKansas/105641846135015/

Where to Go

Afacebookgenerated Pag c oo oo o s v o s ouor

““Voted Best of the Best Otoe Ca

Little Ted's Pub & Grill
Pub - 4.8

TR = T .—
'Z'i'i-,!_.l' - ;! —=—!
3

Playa Azul Authentic Mexican Restaurant “fl Highway 9 Pizza & Grill

Mexican Restaurant - 4.7 r American Restaurant - 4.7

Retrieved from internet 4/5/2022 Upcoming Events

Recommended Today  This week  This Month
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K-STATE Web Presence
A Facebook

Bern, Kansas

City - 287 like this

Bern is & city in Memaha County, Kansas, United 5States. As of
the 2010 census, the city population was 166.HistoryBern had...

Consider gathering e

~ ~ Page - Community - 964 like this
é 2 d ZN\] LJS 2 LJf S This page is for community members, both past and present, to il
connect with each other about what is going on in Bern,...
I y. R CV) I f S y. ﬁ I P & Brenda Bauman Swank and 2 other friends like this

Kansas State University &

develop Opportunltles to @ College & university - 0.4 mi - 163K like this

Welcome to the official Facebook page of Kansas State i

CO_m arket University! Founded on Feb. 16, 1863, K-State is home to mor...
. & Madeline Bolding and 153 other friends like this

Kansas Sampler Foundation
1 ' % . Monprofit Organization - 4.6 aut of 5 - Open now - 3.6K like this

Cur mission is to preserve and sustain rural culture, We're an i

Inman-based 501c(3) public non-profit organization. Founded...
Pageg & Chandra Ruthstrom and 40 other friends like this

Columbus, Kansas Chamber of Commerce
Community Organization - 3.2 out of 5 - Closed now - 2.3K like this

http://www.chamberofq Web Presencey i
http:/www.columbusdayballoons.com/
& Christina Holmes and 2 other friends like this

Knowledge
ﬁ”Llfe 2. Kansas Democratic Party &
& Page - Political Party - 50 mi - Open now - 41,256 followers

1
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A Nice and clean, quiet except around the industrial
park west end of town. Welcome signs, streets and
buildings kept up well, sighage good, street signs up

A This town has a lot going on. It is very diverse with
houses, businesses, industrial plant that was noisy,
and recreational areas.

A Quite a few businesses, large and small, cute park,
nice ballfield. More housing than expected.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Lockey Polaris, AHRS Construction and Veterinary
clinic were courteous and friendly. Good customer
service, busy but still ask if they could help in any
way.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are:

Aazaldgfé KAAGUG2NAO oNROJ
o0dzaAySaa odzAf RAYy3Iao
{OK22f ¢ dzLJO2YAyYy3I SOSyYyidkl OGA
and eye catching. Most of the buildings had identifiable
signage, and the streets appeared to be maintained.

B 0= F- T [ == T=F I I
nnnnnnnnnn

||||||
nnnnnn

Knowledge
JorLife



K-STATE Downtown Business Are:
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are
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KSIATE Industrial Parks/Commercic
GazNBb 220a U0UKIFIYy NBAARSYO:
0dzaAa Ay S&aasSaoé . SNY CAN&AI
A The industrial areas were on the edges of town, so

expanding would not be a problem, for the right
price to the farmers who own the land around of

course. S (i

1




A A driveby is not how industry will find you, check
with your local Eco Devo director to make sure your
site Is listed om.ocationOné® Kansas Department of
Commerce.

Observation:

AGOYINBLINBY SdzNB ¢gK2 OK22aS 0
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
''YAGSR {{GlF0Sa SOSNE &SI N

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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A First Responders fovledical Emergencies

A If you get a web presence, consider showing health
care services In terms of minutes.
I Sabetha Community HospHdl8 Minutes
I Nemaha Valley Community Hospith¥Y minutes
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KANSAS
A Total Housing Units 88
A OccupiedHousing Units 66 (75%) 90%
A OwnerOccupied 62.5% 66.3%
Households w/a computer: 94.6% 91.7%
Households w/Internet Subscript.:91.1% 84.5%

A Livingin the same house 1 year agt8.6% 84.1%

9.8% moved to Bern from a different state,
3.0% from a different county

https://data.census.gov/cedstitable 1101, S2801
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/

K-STATE

A Only saw 1 house for sale, and it had a pending
contract.

A The housing ranged from affordable (manufactured
homes & RV/Camper lot), remodeled wellilt older
homes, and high end custom newer built.

A There was also a small apartment complekidome
Apartments) that we did not expect. It was small but
LQY &adz2NB | yAOS 2LIAZ2Y I

Knowledge
forLife



K-STATE Housinc
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K-STATE

Research and Extension

Rental Housing

A Wilson Rentals and RV Park

A One complex (5 units?) on the east of downtown.
A We assumed there were rentals.

Does City Hall have a list of landlords?
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K-STATE Schools

A No schools in town.

A ..it appears that the former Bern High School building
IS being used bizortscherAg Service (sentrailers
parked in the school lot) or the pet food plant. There
was no signage to distinguish who owned/used it.

Knowledge
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If you get a web presence:

A Schools are important to people considering moving
to Bern.

A Where do students attend school?
AcStf OKSY d2Keée 6S f20S 2
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Comments:
A No visitors saw evidence of child care.
A Does City Hall have a list of childcare providers?

NemahaCountyData:
A Desired Capacity of existing Child Care 432
A Number of Children Under Age 6 potentially needing care:579
A Extent DesiredCapacitymeetsPotential need 75%
A Creatinga Child Care Action Plan
https:// ks.childcareaware.org/wgontent/uploads/2018/12/DraftChildCareSupplyDemandActionPlan.pdf
A Contactks.childcareaware.ortp access locathild care specialists.
7858233343

Source https://online.flippingbook.com/view/292534183/10 /
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https://online.flippingbook.com/view/292534183/10/
https://ks.childcareaware.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Draft-Child-Care-Supply-Demand-Action-Plan.pdf

K-STATE Faith/Religion

A One church, United Methodist Church. Very nice
appearing church building with a front circle drive
gAOK f20a 27F LI NJ Aypabao |
community services.

A There was a Methodist Church in town. It was fairly
good sized, good parking, nice looking building.




K-STATE i\

A American Legion and Auxiliary, Bern Caring Group,
and Bern Community Support Group. Did not
observe civic activity.

AL RARYQUO y20A0S |yeé 2NHI

| noticed an activity flyer for | P
a Superbowlwatch party or a 1 BENEDICI ‘
Valentinesparty in adowntown I Soup - R - Bowl

building window. Sunday Lunch B

Homemade )
| = Chili e N
Chicken Noodle ‘[
Vegetable Beef Soup

Relishes and Pie
Sunday, February 13th, 2022

Serving 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Dine in or Carry Out

Free Will Offering
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

Knowledge
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K-STATE

A Good streets and upkeep of city buildings; most of
this town Is kept up very well.

A Wewere very impressed with the streets in town.
Most all were concrete and in great shape. Very few
were even gravel.

AIR2Y Qi NBOFIftf GKSNB 0SAY
town, other than in downtown.

A Not sure on lighting, as we went during the day and
failed to takenote.

A Therewere restrooms in the city park, but they were
not open due to time of year.

Knowledge
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K-STATE

Research and Extension

A No visitors saw or visited city hall
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K-STATE Fire, EMS and Police Servic

A The fire station north of the city park looked to be
relatively new and was a very nice building. There
glayQia araylr3as F2NI AGz |
leaning against the building to the west.

== |

Kansas Insurance Commissioner
Vicki Schmidt

Kansas Insurance Department

420 SW 9th Street

Topeka, Kansas 66612-1678

Consumer Hotline: 800-432-2484 (KS only)
Email Us | Phone: 785-296-3071

The Department
HOME : 150
> Auto/Home . . . .
ISO Public Protection Classification
> Health/Life
> Fraud & Most ,U'S' iy\suvers olvhome and'busines; properties use Insuran'(e SGFYICES Om(?'s (1SO) Pmpgrty I?rotection )
Education Classification (PPC) in calculating premiums. In general, the price of insurance in a community with a good PPCis

lower than in a community with a poor PPC, assuming all other factors are equal.

PPC Program: https://www.isomitigation.com/program-works/how-the-ppc-program-works.html
Company Services
Ac ity's PPC depends on:
| Other Services
—_— 1. Emergency communicati y stems, includin gf cilities for the public to report fires, staffing, training,
E’( l d n'ﬁca!ionohelecommunic and facilities for d p tching fire dpnm nts

nOW e ge %S <) 7Th fire dp tment, ld ing equ pme fﬁg ing, and geograp ployment of fire c
fgrLlfe G ‘3 3. The water supply y( m, including the i pecz dﬂ ow testing of hydrants and a careful evaluation of
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A There was a Library in the downtown area, with
hours posted. It looks to be open a lot, only closed

Sunday and Tuesday, and there was 1 night that it
was open late Z = =
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K-STATE

A City Park is centralized with modern a playground
restroomslarge shelter house picnic area. The
ballpark has restrooms, covered seating, and a large
rocked parking lot with what appeared to be a self
serve recycling trailer.

A The city park is nice, but only about a quarter to half
a block big, so not really a walking track.

A Thebaseball field is on the south end of town. The
0f SI OKS NHA ryR Ol f f aKl Of
they do the job.
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K-STATE City Parks
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Well-Known for an attraction or event?

AL KIS KSIFENR 2F GKS (26
July that attracts large crowds to celebrate
Independence Day {4of July).

A Thesign in the town square had a lot of things listed,
but for the time we were there, It was just upcoming
holidays. We assume that when events are
upcoming in the community, they are posted there.

Knowledge
forLife



Natural or manmade features that can draw people?

A Swiss Summit in CiBark
Ad. A3 2N {YlfftzZ GKSé& TFSSI
I Ag Businesses supply farmers with seed/fertilizer.

I Pet Food supplies pets/animals,
I Meat Locker provides food for human consumption.

Knowledge
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A Community Building, not staffed. Library and City
Hall buildings are easily accessed on Main Street

A City Hall or Library would be a natural visitor center
as long as someone can be available to greet people
Otherwise, the open businesses with become the
city ambassadors (good or bad).

Knowledge
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What would bring you back?

A The meat shop (I like to grill). Maybe Polaris shop.
A Restaurant when it is open?

A RV park is a nice addition to the community.

Knowledge
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A Thereseems to be a lot going on for a small town.
Friendly, welkept streets and buildings.

A There appears to be a strong, viable employment
base to sustain or grow the city population. The
overall condition of properties is wetept. They
have a beautiful city park & ballpark. | see the
connection of the past with the present through the
Bern High School (closed) community
activities/events sign in the city park and the school
banner/jerseys hanging in the City Hall

Knowledge
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A Wewere very impressed with what we found in Bern. It
looks like a very nice little community with more going
on than one would think. Lots of businesses, small and
large, that could bring people to the community to live
and work. The city park, basketball court and ball field
are niceassets.

A Theconcrete streets were a surprise. They were
awesome!

Knowledge
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A Housing forAlphiaDog Food Plant, employees are
bused Iin from Topeka morning and night

A The 1421-mile proximity to the area county seats
(Seneca, Sabetha, Pawnee City NE) could be a
positive or negative. With all the town employees
for the businesses and manufacturing plahseems
a localcafécouldbe sustained Cafes are great
community hubs for information sharing and
deepening fellowship

Knowledge
forLife



A 1think Bern faces the same challenges as any other
small community. Having to drive -P® minutes to
get groceries, go the school, restaurants, etc. can
make It hard tadraw in more communitynembers.

A Havingthe industries there in town brings in
employment, but also a lot of noise. It was
unfortunate that downtown area and super cute city
park were right next to it all.

Knowledge
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KSTATE 6 Months from Now.

What will you remembeP

A Friendly people.

A The industry and businesses dominate the center of
town, and the housingirclesaround them.

A Wewere impressed by our tour of Bern.

A More signage, especially in the downtown area,
g2dzf R 0S YyAOSOD L QY & dzNJ
building Is, but coming from out of town, there were

a handful of buildings that we were unclear what
they were.
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V Get to know each other.

C Do all you can to increase or improve available
housing.
U Housing ResourceBirst Friday calls
ARural Housing Incentive Districts
AKansas Housing Resources

AUsing Land Banks to improve housing
Almproving Housing: An idea friendly approach.

No one can do everything,

but everyone can do something.

Knowledge
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https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

QYN

C Improve we
known to ot

C Having pub
mat.

0 presence 1o make your assets
Ners

iavi-fi IS like a virtual welcome

C Is there a need for cavorking or remote
worker support?

C Spiff up the

ball park bleachers?

No one can do everything,

but everyone can do something.

Knowledge
JorLife



KSTATE Follow UL
Thank you to our volunteer visitors.

Set Next Steps:

I Start talking! Find ways to discuss what you heard in small groups of
every kind.

Contact me if you need resources or have questions:
NancyDaniels
CommunityVitality SpecialistK-StateResearcland Extension
785.410.6352
nkdaniels@kstedu

Knowledge
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mailto:nkdaniels@ksu.edu

K-STATE

Research and Extension

Asset Based Community Development

People move in the direction of their conversations

Opportunities 9 >
& Problems @\\\ Time
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K-State Research and Extension

PRIDEhttp://kansasprideprogram dstate.edu/

A Local communities identify what they would like to
preserve, create, or improve for their future and
volunteers pull together to create their ideal
community future.

|5 C | ® kansasprideprogram k-state.edu
# Apps [3 Amazon.com - Onl Flicke #9 BCBSKS <3| Beth Funk-Facts [B Calulators&Conve: G Google [J Greatlife [E] Rates [} Rewards [J ScienceoftheMind R[ Shipping Address-F 3 Topekaand Shawnes @, amazoncor

K-STATE

Kansas ~
@Gas Seﬂnce &
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http://kansasprideprogram.k-state.edu/

Youth Community Perceptions
A YouthBased Community Assessment.

Gives communitiegsightson how youth see their
community.

A
A Creates opportunities for youthoicesin
A

the community.

Allows youth to become involved in loca, T_
government and community process

Community K STATE

Vitality Research and Extension
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Research and Extension

*

https:// www.ksre.k -state.edu/community/civic -

Knowledge : S
ferLife engagement/youth -community -perceptions/index.htmi



https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/civic-engagement/youth-community-perceptions/index.html

RSLALk

K-State Research and Extension

Contact

Nancy Daniels
nkdaniels@ksu.edu

to participate.
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