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Data
Å2010 Census Population  1,019

(down 6.3% since 2000*) KS= +6.1%

Å2017 Estimate is 966  
(down 11.2% since 2000 KS= +8.4%) 

Å90.9% high school or GED, 12.2% college educated, 

ï90.3% HS or equivalency, KS   31.6% college education,

ÅPoverty rate is 9.2% (KS=13.3%)

ÅMedian Age 40.3 years (36.2) 

ÅMedian household income is $50,833 ($53,571)

* 2000 Census was 1,088

(Source:  www.Factfinder.census.gov)



Web Presence
Website  http://www.bluerapids.org/

Å5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴŦƻ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
move there.

Å/ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
rankings/outcomes. 

ÅEasy to find information; could use more pictures, I 
went to Marshall County site for attractions.  

http://www.bluerapids.org/


Web Presence
ÅFaceBook

https://www.facebook.com/bluerapidsks/

https://www.facebook.com/bluerapidsks/


Web Presence

ïBlue Rapids, Kansas 

ïGet Blue Rapids! 

ïBlue Rapids Museum 

ïBlue Rapids Mercantile

ïBlue Rapids Free Press

ïFirst Baptist Church 

ïBlue Rapids Swimming Pool 

ï{ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ

ïBlue Rapids Auto & Hardware

ïWaterville/Blue Rapids UMC 

ïBlue Rapids Public Library 

ïBlue Rapids Greenhouse & 
Flower Shop

ïBlue Valley Senior Living 

ïValley Heights Schools

ïMarshall County Fair 

Mŀƴȅ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ tŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ .ƭǳŜ wŀǇƛŘǎΧ

Χ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ Ŏƻ-marketing. 



¢ƘŜ άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ Impression

Åά! ǘŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ŎƛǘƛŜǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ 
and dilapidated ones. 

ÅBeautiful setting, interesting circular main 
street. 

Google Earth July 2015, Retrieved from internet, July 2018



¢ƘŜ άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ Impression

ÅLove the limestone buildings.

ÅLiked the ballfields, pool, fairgrounds all in the 
same area.  

Most photos: 4/19/18; Observations were made 5/10/18 and 5/17/18



¢ƘŜ άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ Impression

ÅA neat and clean community. It looks like a 
good place to live. 

ÅI would love to see the little diner on the east 
side restored. 



Downtown Business Area

ÅDowntown business area needs investment.  The 
circle drive is nice, new library addition is first rate, 
but there are buildings that need to be revived. 



Downtown Business Area

ÅWe saw historical society, pharmacy, library, bank, 
diner, and city office, which the people were very 
friendly and helpful.  We were greeted and they were 
very nice and helpful. 



Downtown Business Area

ÅOldest public library west of the Mississippi. 

ÅGlacier display. 



Amenities in Downtown Business Area

ÅBenches in the downtown circle.  There are no 
parking issues.  

ÅCity Hall and Community Center had restrooms and 
drinking fountain. 

ÅDowntown streetscaping could be improved. 









Other Retail Shopping Areas

Å¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅΣ /ŀǎŜȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊ ƭƻǘ ǿŜǊŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ 
and looked well-kept. The antique store looked 
pretty full. 

No sidewalks; took photo through windshield. 





Other Retail Shopping Areas

ÅGrocery store was easy to access, could use some 
updating (water-stained ceiling tiles).

ÅGreen house with retail sales, large variety of plants. 

Greenhouse photo 8/6/18



Industrial Parks/Commercial Areas

ÅL ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ƻŘŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭέ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
the outskirts of town. 



Industrial Parks/Commercial Areas

ÅNew industrial park. Sharp Trailer Manufacturing has 
built a new plant in the park.  Plenty of room for 
expansion. 



Observation: 
ÅάaŀƪŜǊǎκŘƻŜǊǎκŘǊŜŀƳŜǊǎ who choose to start their small 

businesses are responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦέ

ÅThe same UPS truck who competed with your downtown can 
help your entrepreneur serve the world. 

ά9ƳǇǘȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎέ ƻǇŜƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎΗ 



Health Care Services

ÅWe located the medical and dental clinics but there 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ ƻƴ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ  

ÅHospital is 12 miles away in Marysville. (noted in 
brochure) 



Long-term Care

ÅBlue Valley nursing home is in a beautiful setting on 
the edge of town. 



Housing

ÅIt looks like there are homes for all price ranges.  The 
majority of homes are in good repair.  






