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A Bucklin asked for First Impressions, obtained
Spearville as its partner. All the simifazed towns
were 2330 minutes or 2 hours away.

A | trained the volunteers about the visit and survey
and took photos on May 9.

A Three visitors came in one car on June 5.
A Results are presented tonight, September 11.

A Bucklin uses the results for further discussion and
action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
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I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?
I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to change;ibr the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.
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no one is noticing or talking about it.

A Only 36% lived there previously.

A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothédith
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

A 46% of Kansans move every year.

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons
they come are:
I Simpler pace of life
I Safety and Security

I Low housing cost
PGl ARoySEOD AY GKS (G2L) mMmn NBI
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A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers

meal.
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A If you bring 7 people to a 700 citizen town every yeat
AY wmMn @S| NR @& 2 dzQftmattdfst I3 S
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedVe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota
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Ben Winchester was our guest on the
March 1, 2019 First Friday Call.
See the recording at:

https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurshiy

/


https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

A 2010 Census Population 794
(down 9.5% since 2000K)S= +6.1%

A 2017 Estimate is 794
(down 9.5% since 20005= +8.0%

A 80.4% high school or GED, 21.5% college educated,
I 90.5% HS or equivalency, KS 32.3% college education,

A Poverty rate 7.4%  (KS=12.8%)
A Median Age 34.5 years (36.3)
A Median household income is $60,75%§55,477)

* 2000 Census was 725

Kg%}gdge (Source: www.Factfinder.census.gov)
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A Website gives information about the town,
primarily about the city, police department
and ordinances. It did not give information
about the rest of the community.

A We
ano

0 searches connected us with information
links to the medical clinic, grocery store,

ana

bar and grill.

A | was able to locate a wealth of information
about the town and the businesses through
Facebook and Instagram.
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A Website
I http://www.bucklinks.com/

City of Bucklin, Kansas

Home Government Documents Calendar Notifications Q

Welcome to the City of online Peyment &

Pay Utility Bill Online

BUCk].in’ Kans as Pay Court Fees Online

Get Notifications by

The City of Bucklin is committed to providing
up-to-date information to its citizens. Our new
“responsive” website is designed to provide an
optimal viewing experience—easy reading and
navigation with a minimum of resizing, panning,
and scrolling—across a wide range of devices
(from mobile phones to desktop computer

Email Address

monitors).

A new feature is the “Notifications” section
(containing news and information) that city staff
may post from time to time. To receive an email immediately when a new Notification is
posted, simply subscribe in the column on the right.

Other features of the website include a calendar of events and an archive of documents
which will feature the latest agenda, minutes of past meetings, the city code and recently
adopted ordinances and resolutions.
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http://www.bucklinks.com/
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\Web Presencs
A FaceBook

| Clty of Bucklinttps:/mww.facebook.com/Cityof-Bucklinks
Government401129190741471/

n City of Bucklin, KS-Government

C

City of Bucklin, KS-

Government
Home
Posts
Re:
Phot
About Vi o NoR
Community [ c Y (,Dity ofﬁBucinﬂn.‘KS-Governmem
&/ August20at@:32 AM Q@ o ty .
Jobs
1L ite y
PSR
N G people fof
0 1check
Statement due date should About See

be 09/15.
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https://www.facebook.com/City-of-Bucklin-KS-Government-401129190741471/
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A FaceBook

Bucklin, Kansas

https://\/\ANw.fac:ebook.Com/|olacﬂes/Thineﬂs(;)-do-in-Bucklir»r
Kansas/103772659661049/ =" b R

A Facebook generated page.. "

Bucklin Bar & Grill Main Street Market
SportsBar - 43 % - $$ Grocery Store - §

Main Street Market
Grocery Store

KnOWledge Upcoming Events

sze Recommended Todsy ThisWeek  This Month


https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Bucklin-Kansas/103772659661049/

R

FaceBook

Many Bucklirrelated
pagesc provides an
opportunity for ce
marketing.
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Bucklin ks
All Posts People Photos

Filter Results

VERIFIED

Verified

CATEGORY
w Any category
Locsl Business or Place Iﬁ'i ]

Company, Organization or &
nstibution

Brand or Product
Aurtist, Band or Public Figure

Entertainment

Cause or Commumnity c

KANSAS
PRJDE

e

| BET like this - Buckin, Kansas - Sports Bar

Q Mancy Home Cre;
Videos Marketplace Pages Places
Bucklin, Kansas vl Like
350 like this - Buckfin, Kansas - City
BucHin is a city in Ford County, Kansas, United States. As ofthe 2
Bucklin Tractor & Implement Co. ol Like

3.3k e this - Bucklin, Kansas - Agricuttural Service

T —

e5 1

City of Bucklin, KS-Government ol Like
75 like this - Bucklin, Kansas - City Hall

The officia

Bucklin School Community ol Like
435 like this - Buckiin, Kansas - Elementary School

This page will be usad 1o communicate Bucklin Schoaol happen ngs

Bucklin United Methodist Church ol Like
124 like this - Buchkfin, Kansas - Religious Crganization

Reaching people with God's Love through His Word

Kanzas PRIDE Program @ " Liked w

1K like this - Manhattan, Kansas - Community Organization

4 other friends like this

S 3 COMMUMNITY IMPpRoWemeant Initamve.

Bucklin Bar & Grill ol Like

Bucklin Basketball e Like
Page - G2 like this - School Sports Team

All things Bucklin Baskethalll #Fami



RSLALE dzi S & L

A A variety of houses for all incomes. City park was nic
and kept up. Main street was clean and had a nice
gazebo with bench. There were signs on most
entrances. Most buildings on main street were old,
as was the school.
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A AgOriented community. BTl and the Coop dominate
three of the entrances but are very organized.
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LLET 1

A Not many signs directing people to the pool, park,
school, clinic, etc.

A There were several vacant buildings, but the area
around them was welinaintained.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Buildings are old, but wethaintained. Main street is
kept clean with a few flowerpots and benches
throughout.
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A Most of the buildings are full and being used.
Unused ones are not eyesores. The grocery store hi
a nice variety of basic merchandise. Customer
service was impressive.
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A Quite impressed. Each business had their structural

nusinesses that could use some ¢
painting, but for the most part Buc

ousiness maintained and identified. There are a few

ean up and

Klin Is welcoming.

The grocery store has a small, but useful inventory.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

Flowers&

Fields of |
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Amenities Downtown
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A Public restrooms were at the city park but not in the

best shape.

A Wi-Fi is available at the library and we knew that
because of the sign on the door.

A There are several benches along Main Street as well

as potted flowers a
A Flowerpots were fu

ong the sidewalks.
| and welthaintained, which was

very welcoming. There were no trash bins.

A Sidewalks were very walkable; there was ample
parking without long distances to walk.
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K-STATE Other Retail Shopping Ares

A The only retail shopping | saw was the thrift store.
¢CKS 2dziaARS gl ayQia G022
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development, but possibly could happen at the north
or east end of town.

Observation:

AG9OYUNBLINSY SdzZNBE g K2 OK22:
businesses are responsible for 63 percent of net new
22048 ONBIFIIGSR Ay UKS ! VA

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to
purchases all over the world.
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K-STATE Health Care Service

A Bucklin has a clinic with hours posted on the front
door, a Chiropractic office with no hours posted and
a relatively new fire station.

<g, i
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K-STATE Health Care Service

A There were no signs leading to any of these facilities
we stumbled upon them.

Al 2YAYy3 FTNRY R24oYy026YyY 3 L
was in use.




K-STATE Health Care Service

A Hill Top is a 3Bed nursing home that is beautiful,
well-landscaped and wethaintained.




An Idea fronpther small communities:

A Highlight what you have.

AcStf OGN @St UAYS G2 I
Gon YAydziSa (2 2SaiasS!
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those assets. Your region iIs your strength.
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A Houses in Bucklin would appeal to all incomes, but
UKSNE GgSNBYQU Ylyeée | @F Af
A Available housing is limited and what is available is it
guestionable shape.
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A There are lots available for building, but not sure if
they are available for purchase.
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K-STATE

Research and Extension

A There is lonincome housing on the east side of
town.
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A 1t was difficult to tell if some of the homes were run
down or abandoned as many of the residential areas
needed some care.

A Not sure if the city enforces codes on cleanliness of
your property or lawn ordinances.

A | also had this question, but | failed to document it
with photos.

I Answer: Dodge City Code enforcement with court costs of
$110.
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Rental Housing
A 1 only saw one house for rent.

A City Hall said there are some available and the clerk
has a list of landlords.
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A Total Housing Units 380
A Total Occupied Housed20 (84.2%)

A Vacant Houses

A Owner Occupied
A Renter Occupieo

A Family Househo

ds

60 (15.8%)

212 (66.3%)
108 (33.8%)
71.2%

A Nonfamily Household 28.1%

INg. data
KANSAS

(89.1%)
(10.7%)

(66.4%)
(33.6%)
(65.4%)
(34.6%)

FactFinder.census.gov

Knowledge 0 2 0-2037 American Community survey 5year estimates
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K-STATE Schools

A One school that houses Rkethrough High School.
A City Hall told us about p#K.

AR S L
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K-STATE Schools

A The grounds look a little run down and could use a
weed eater.

A The school is small and could use updating and

maintenance.
ey
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K-STATE Schools




A School website was full of information.

A Like most school websites, this website is
extremely valuable to current patrons.

Aat 20SYuAtf adgdzRSydact
IS another market.

A Tell us why you love
your school. Happy
photos of students

help others visualize
themselves there.
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