K-STATE

Resear ch and Extension

First Impressions

Burlington, KS

K-State Research and Extension

BURLINGTON W




' STATE NEe NDIre

A Girardasked for First ImpressiorBurlington agreed
to be itspartner; 1 hour, 36 min drive.

A | trained the volunteersibout the visit and survegn
October 21 and took photosn Oct 21 and Nov 5.

A Extension Agent Jill Barnhardt submitted additional
photos in late October.

A Three Burlington visitors came in one car on
Thursday, November 19.

A Results presentedpril 15.

A Burlington useshe results for further discussion and

action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
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I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?

I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to changecior the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.

ABrainGain(3@ ¢ &SI NJ 2f Ra Y2JA)
UNBYRe UGKIUO Kla o0s8s8W0VaRl |

A Peopleresearch a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one

place, work another and play anothan/ith
ONJ VaLR2NIOFGAZ2ZY YR AYy(S!
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
A 46% of Kansas households moved between 153D

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons they
come are:

Simplermpace of life,

Safety and security,

Affordable housing,

Outdoor recreation,

Quality schools

A22HaYy QU AY GKS (2L mn NBI

A Communities can work together to attract newcomers and
create quality of life for everyone.
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A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers
meal.

A If you bring 7 people to a 700 citizen town every year
AY wmMn &SI NBR @& 2 dzQftmattdst 1D S
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedNe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota
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Ben Winchester was our guest on the
March 1, 2019 First Friday Call.
See the recording at:

https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurshiy

/


https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

A 2020Estimate2,587 2010 Census: 2,674
(down 3.3%since2010KS=+2.1%

A Median household income #48,235 ($62,087)

A 92.1%high school or GERY.7%college educated,
91.8%HS or equivalency, KS4.0%college education,

A MedianAge 39.5 years (37.2)

A Poverty ratel6.1% (KS=11.4%)

Kﬁ%v#eedge (Source: https :// data.census.gov)



https://data.census.gov/

RSl \Web Presence
A Websitehttps:// burlingtonkansas.gov/

On Google Chrome and Firefox this was the second entry;
Wikipedia was first.

A City page contains lots of helpful information which added to
our visit.

A Lots of information ol (‘ l\ﬂ
tabs and putdowns. ﬂﬂit“; S0
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https://burlingtonkansas.gov/
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A Facebookatips:// www.facebook.com/burlington.kansas. 7

In dark mode for better
contrasit.

+ n N
A Facebook search revealed | cnmsu CAPITOL OF THE WORLD

| | i ISHORTEST ROUTE ZGWICHITA
gggi;n(jolj;nilggt\ghlch UKLﬂHmﬂ ano TEXAS

= Burlmgton Kansas
@burlington.kar 7 - Community

About Photos Videos More *

About PINNED POST

) The first conception of Burlington @ B ﬂ gt n Kan:
was in 1842, when part of the

present site of Burlington was Burlington City wide clean up,
granted to an Indian. The Brush April 4-9.

Burlington Town Company was ... Trash and junk April 12-16.

See More Please read the flyer for details.

iy 2,226 people like this including 2 of
your friends

£ 2,338 people follow this
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https://www.facebook.com/burlington.kansas.7
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A Facebookttps:// www.facebook.com/places/Thines-
do-in-BurlingtonKansas/106071889423976

This Iis d&acebookgenerated page .
which can be personalized, if yol
choose.

In dark mode for better
contrast.

Buddies Bar & Grill, LLC
American Restaurant - $$
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https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Burlington-Kansas/106071889423976
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A Facebook

I Almost 30 FB pages located in Burlington, Kansas

I An opportunity for
co-marketing

1: Pages

n The Meadows Burlington, KS
] ike this

d Living

an food and awes

Burlington Kansas
) 2 ike this
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A Very clean with metal welcome signs as we entered
on two highways.

A Main street is in decent shape with lights, sidewalks.
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A A few buildings could use some cosmetic repairs.
A Lots of murals.
A A lot of empty shops downtown.
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A{ A3y 2y 0KS Slad ack
feams.

A There are many types of businesses for this size
town.
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A My first impression was very positive.

A Not many sidewalks in residential areas, especially
missed them in elementary school area.
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A Business signage could be improved by helping
strangers know the products/business Is inside.

A Loved the Vintage Sisters. Very busy at noon
Ab20G adaNB 6S 62dz R KI @S :
recommended by 3 different people.
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A Walked around downtown, most buildings occupied.

Aal yé o0dzAf RAy3a I NB SYLI ¢
businesses are occupied.

A All essential businesses are covered.

A Lots of vehicles downtown.
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Downtown
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K-STATE Downtown
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Downtown
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

Public Amenities
A Pandemic implications for these public spaces.

A We observed drinking fountains and public
restrooms by train, but closed at the time.
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A Outlying retail shopping was attractive with plenty of parking,
new buildings and businesses.

A Only two empty buildings available for expansigrocery and
restaurant.

SHOPKO

R =F BEFE 5ESET
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Industrial Parks/Commercie

A There are two industrial park areas with plenty of
space for growth.

A Signagen the businesses mayot be correctfor
what wasmanufacturedthere.
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A A driveby is not how industry will find you, check
with your local Eco Devo director to make sure your
site Is listed om.ocationOné® Kansas Department of
Commerce.

Observation:

AGOYINBLINBY SdzNB ¢gK2 OK22aS 0
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
' YAGSR {0l 0Sa SOSNE &SI Né

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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A A small, but nice town hospital. Easy to find, looked clean an
accessible, except for parking.

A Did not find clinics or physician facilities until we asked.
A Dentists and optometrists were readily seen.
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A Severakye doctors, pharmacies, chiropractors.

A Nice nursing homes and an assisted living are. Goot
guality for the seniors.
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A A mix of singlevide homes, brand new homes and wiedipt
older homes.

ASARY QU aSS Ylyeée FT2N alftSo
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turnover and opportunity.

—

Knowledge
JorLife



K-STATE

,E

So

Knowled
fo L fe




:
=
@
|

. |
-

=

i

ge

Knowled
JorLife



