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A Caldwell asked for First Impressions, Nickerson
agreed to be its partner; 1:40 min drive.

A | trained the volunteers about the visit and survey on
August 5, 2024, and took photos.

A Three visitors visited on August 29.

A Results

A Caldwel
action p
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presented February 21, 2025.
uses the results for further discussion and

ans.



A E X 1119
A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
ALF @2dz R2y QU | ANBS 4
I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?

I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to changecior the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.
ABrainGain (3@ ¢ &SI NJ 2f Ra Y2 OJA\
o)
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A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothanith
UONJF VaLR2NIOFGAZ2Y YR AYy(S!
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons they
come are:

I Simpler pace of life,

I Safety and security,

I Affordable housing,

I Outdoor recreation,

I Quality schools

Pa! dAYQI AY GKS (2L mn NBI
A Communities can work together to attract newcomers and

create quality of life for everyone.
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A Getto know each othek Y A0S (GKSY 1z
meal.

A If you bring 7 people to a 76fltizen town every year
AY Mn &SI NRBRZI @&2dzaméters(lt ¢
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedVe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.

A52y Qi aleées a,2dz KIFIgS (2
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota

Ben Winchester was our guest on fhiest Friday Call.
7112/2024; 3/6/2020; 3/1/2019

See the recordings abhttps://ksre-learn.com/entrepreneurship
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https://ksre-learn.com/entrepreneurship

A 2023 KS Certified Populatiorl,008 | 5.6% since 2010
A 2020 U.S. Census: 1,025

A 2010 U.S. Census: 1,068

A Medianhouseholdncome: $40,729 $70,333

A Highschoolor GED 97.6% 91.7%0

A AtleastaB.S Degree 2% 35.8%

A MedianAge: 39.7years 37.9years
A Persons 65 and Over 23% 18%

Blue:Kansas Comparison DgRetrieved 2/15/2025 https://data.census.gov
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A MovedsincelLastYear 12.8%  13.9%
(2023 5yr):

*10% margin of error

A Povertyrate 1896 11 9%

(% of people below poverty line)

Race/Ethnicity
White: 92.8% Americanindian: .1%
Black: 0% Native Hawailan/Other Paci
Asian: 0% Islander: 0%
Other: 0% Twoor moreraces: 6.4%

Hispanic or Latino: 5.9%

Blue:Kansas Comparison Data

Knowledge Source: 2023 ACS lyear estimates https://data.census.gov )
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https://data.census.gov/
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A Website https://www.cityofcaldwellks.com/

Very informative. | found information about the different departments within
the city, ie, cemetery, Board, and community building. From the picture on

the website the sign for the city office with a longhorn. City Hall hours are 9
amc¢4 pm MF

Home About City Governmen t BulkWater Swimming Pool & Splash Pad ~ Permits & Apps  Employment  Land Bank

( Pay Your utility Bill » ) PrOUd Of our Past

Excited for our Future.

KnOWledge CITY HALL IS OPEN 9AM-4PM ; MONDAY - FRIDAY

forLife




K-STATE Web Presence

Website iy o
https://www.caldwellkansas.com/ Caldwell

The Chamber website is beautiful o e o e e oo
It is high on the search page, and ’ )

promotes local businesses,
events, murals, and history.
Everything about it says,
a2 St O2YS d¢

Music is good for the soul. So are T-shirts!
An outdoor music festival during the Chisholm Trail Fest is in the works! Ticket sales ai
every porch in town can enjoy the tunes, so we need band mone

“Support Local Music” T-SHIRTS with Caldwell’s logo incorporated into the graphic. All sizes are available
locally for $25 at What In Carnation floral shop at 8 S Main in Caldwell. For $5 more, T-shirts can be shippe
. ove De US 10 hgse wagnting tg alele a affg
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https://www.caldwellkansas.com/

https://www.caldwellkansas.com

A This feature is at the bottom of the first page.
LGiQa a2 022t O2yaAirRSNJI
repeating on its own tab.

#smalltownlivinglarge EAT « SHOP « STAY

D ps
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PLAN YOUR VISIT


https://www.caldwellkansas.com/

K-

Did it accurately reflect what you saw?

A The website is informative and put together well. |
R2Yy QU0 0StASOUS AG Aa |y |
was a little dlsappomted upon arrival after seelng the

Pal o Vd Pal 4

6S0aAiliS L SELISOISR GKS ¢
All visitors agreed:
A It was easy to obtain information.
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K-STATE Web Presence
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/cityofcaldwellks

The page gives city announcements and City Employee
Recognition. There are several posts each week.

e KANSAg 829 likes « 1K followers
4 ‘@ b Like  Q Search

Posts About Mentions Reels Photos Videos More

Intro Featured
The City of Caldwell Facebook page is your source for City of Caldwell, KS City of Caldwell, KS
5 & 2 Calaok d Colduell 3
news of City services, projects, and updates. December 20, 2024 January 14@
) Save the Date for the annual Get this on your calendar for
© Page - City Hall rabies clinic! Rabies registration April 26th before you over-
tags are now available at City... schedule that day! There will be...

& 14 W Central Avenue, Caldwell, KS, United States,

Kanisas ] Rabies Vaccination

%, (620) 845-6514 /4 & City Tag Clinic

Knowled ge 2 Lazom W e
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https://www.facebook.com/cityofcaldwellks

NehD -

| counted almost 40 community - . e
) L. . Caldwell ChamberofCommerce is with What In Carnation and
Facebook sites. This is an “ Suzy's Bakery & Coffee Shop. - Follow

February 13 at 9:35AM - @

Opportu n Ity for Co - marketl ng ' When your small town florist and your small town bakery & coffee shop collab
Hav e y ou consi der e dyougthe @y Aaildle o p@k up at Suzy's Bakery & Coffee Shop

in Caldwell KS today and tomorrow (until bouquets are sold out)!

an d C a | en d arlr S é me et dvalemingda?giftideas#supportlocal

City of Caldwell. KS

a City Hall - Closed now - 1K followers - 4 posts in the last 2
weeks Follow
Follow
4, Caldwell KS Central Chri
i wRL|
o ristian Church - Not yet Follow
Follow
Caldwell Regional Medical Center
V Hospital - Always open - 1.2K followers - 3 posts in the last
2 Follow
al and Rural Health Clinic located in Caldwell,
Caldwell Regional Health Foundation
Charity Organization - 107 followers - 1 post in the last 2
weeks Follow
ed to support
sure and...
il Santa’s Mailbox - Caldwell, KS 67022
Commu Organization - 121 followers Follow
— Sants h-
Kn OWledge e, Caldwell ChamberofCommerce
forLife % 1\‘5 Ecm""L i 7K folloy 0+ posts in the last 2weeks oy
oot rDusness communty 0:07 / 0:11 -
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A The town was clean where the city maintains, but
there were rundown properties on Main Street and
many properties need to be mowed.

A Various types of housing. Nice signs in place.

A The entrance was amazing. Love the bull. Downtowr
gl a OdziSE o0dzi L O2dzf Ry Qi

Al tf SYUN)yOSa gSNB YI NJ ¢

Knowledge
frLife



29

2} 8




Could this
contribute?

oWe <coul d
tell if the

business was
open?o
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A Buildings appear to be original and provide lots of
character.

A A large variety of shops. We were really impressed b
the grocery store which had a large variety with
reasonable prices.

A Every store we visited was friendly and gave good
Information on the city.

A Buildings had the feel of Cowtown. Love the bank
robbers on top of the bank and the informational
signs all over town. | wanted to read every one of
them.
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Photo: Monday, Aug 5: 3:48 pm



Photo: Monday, Aug 5: 3:48 pm
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Wow, a co-working
space!
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RED LIGHT SALOON

On the

i s:‘lio:or:::i-c hothhishohn and Ave A stood the Red
elped give Caldwell its reputation

as the most lawless cowtown. In April, 1880 George and

Mag Wood literally disassembled their Wichita saloon and

brought to Caldwell what became its most murderous estab-

People killed here included marshals. cowboys,
he owner wh:n\he tried to protect
“girls” who both lived and “worked

s illegal in Kansas by state
h by

lishment.
bystanders and even t
the honor of one of his

Though liquor wa
gal. in the Indian Territory 0 the soutl

mehow caldwell always
2 The drovers also

upstairs.
law and ille
federal law.
sty cowboys.

1dwell.
(see other

MURDER OF
MARSHAL GEORGE FLATT

—
L —

George 3
a0 El Flatt (1853 - 1880). Caldwell's , first city
shal, and a fearless gunfight
sk gunfighter, was gqunned
wn here the night of June 19, 1880, 2 months
af.ter leaving the police force. Flatt had argued
with t.wo police officers earlier in the evening
and died in a hail of gunfire walking home
The mayor, new marshal, and the entire police
force were arrested by the county sheriff. Only
the marshal, William Horseman, faced a trial,
and he was aquitted one year later

EAECTED 1992 BY ON AND ALLETHE ELLIE
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A There are plenty of benches, some of the memorial
placards were difficult to read. There are trash
receptacles placed beside both sides of Main Street.

A There were plantings, but they were dying and looked
weedy when we visited.

A The roundabout was landscaped nicely.
ACKSNBQa | yAOS tAGOGTS LI

A Verizon cell coverage was spotty
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E:”;j Ahe ho mas
oo U0 Rithes
201 & 41 Saturgay
Wam.to2pm
Orcall 620-845-1521
Foran Appointment

Crace Ples
2nd & 4th Saturday
9am.to2pm
1st & 3rd Wednesday
Aam.to6p.m
¢hange will be posted on
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