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A Lyons applied for First Impressions.

A Coffeyville agreed to be their partner.

A Visitors were trained on what to look for during their
visits and how to fill out their assessment reports.

A One visitor came Saturday, August 16;
3 on Tuesday, August 19.

A Photos taken on November 25.

A Results

A Coffeyvi
action p

oresented on February 26, 2026.

le uses the results for further discussion anc

ans.
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Community Feedback:

How does a first-time visitor view my town?
Evaluate successes,

Set goals and priorities for next steps.

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Be curious:
Why does the visitor see it this way?

|s the observation worth considering?

What can we do to change it 0 or the
perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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We need to change the narrative about rur:

4

Ben was our guest on the
First Friday eCalls.

See the recordings at:
https://www.ksre.lk
state.edu/program

areas/supporting
communities/firstfriday-ecalls/

Ben Winchester
Senior Research Felloy
U of MN
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People research a number of places
before they move to a rural town.

Brain Gain

(30-49 year olds

moving to rural) is

a onew trendo
that has been

happening since

the 7060s

Rural is in the middle of everywhere .
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Approximately 14% of Kansans moved during the previous year.

A Simpler pace of life,
A Safety and security,
A Affordable housing,

Communities can work

together to attract A Outdoor recreation,
newcomers and create A Quality schools
guality of life for

everyone.

OA jobndt in the
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Invite them to a
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Welcome!
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If you bring 9 people t
a 900person town
every year, in 10 years
e2dz2Qft KI @
Increase.



/5% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

Housingwill be freed up as the baby
boomers retire and move closer to
medical services.

Rural communities
need retirement
housing (not nursing
facilities, but
maintenance free)
to retain seniors.
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Data

Coffeyville, KS

Kansas State University Extensior
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A 2024 KS Certified Populatior8,545 | 12% since 2015

A Medianhouseholdncome: $45,670 $72,639
A Highschoolor GED 87.6% 91.%%

A AtleastaB.S Degree 15% 35.2%

A MedianAge: 39.5years  37.2years
A Persons 65 and Over 17% 17%

(Source: Census.gov; State of Kansas Div of Budget) Blue:Kansas Comparison Data
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A Povertyrate

(% of people below poverty line)

Race/Ethnicity

White:
Black:
Asian:
Other:

61%
10%
0%
0%

Extension

21.1% 11.9%

Americanindian: 1%

Native Hawaiian/Other Paci
Islander: 0%

Twoor moreraces:10%
Hispanic or Latino: 17%

In Coffeyville, 15% of the population moved since last

year. In Kansas, 14.8%

What would it take to attract them to Coffeyville?

Blue:Kansas Comparison Data

(Sourcehttps://censusreporter.org/profiles/06000US2012514600ffeyvillecity-montgomerycounty-ks/
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Social Media
& Website

Coffeyville, KS

Kansas State University Extensior
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Website: https://www.coffeyville.com/
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https://www.coffeyville.com/
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A The City website was easy to navigate and find information.

A Both City and Chamber websites were the first listings on the
search.

ACKS AyOftdzaAzy 2F a/ 2FFSe it
the community has a sense of place and belonging.
A 1 did not find information on community organizations.

A A good web presence. The pictures and descriptions make th
community seem exciting and interesting.

A We were able to schedule a tour of the Brown Mansion, the
website provided good information.
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‘ coﬁeyv,l’e GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS HISTORY & VISITING LIVING & DOING BUSINESS HOW DO I...

OPEN THE LIVING & DOING BUSINESS PAGE

BIDS & RFPS COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT DRIVER'S LICENSE & VEHICLE REGISTRATION  PUBLIC SAFETY
BUILDING PERMITS DEMOGRAPHICS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Animal Control
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Crime Statistics MAP OF COFFEYVILLE (PDF) Burning Guidelines

. Curfew
COFFEYVILLE TALK Majar Employars

Sales Tax & Local Sales Tax Collections Report a Concern

COMMUNITY
Weather Statistics Storm Shelters

Churches (PDF) Tornado Siren Sounding Policy
Farmers' Market

Landlord List (PDF)

Public Library
Realtors | Rentals (PDF) _

Register Your Pet
Schools

Who to Call

Realtors/Rentals page was a great inclusion; it is linked in more than one place,

Including the Chamber page. It might need updated since it is dated 2019.


https://www.coffeyville.com/
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Website: https://coffeyvillechamber.org/

f X | Business Directory Member Login |Join Select Language v

_C—}t‘he—Bm
am er Chamber v Members v News & Events v  Living Here ~  Business Resources v  ContactUs 0O

Coffeyville Area Chamber of Commerce

Relocate or Invest
Community Information
Visit Coffeyville

Job Opportunities
Attractions

Education

Government

Healthcare

History

About Us Parks & Recreation

Real Estate

Who to Call

The mission of the Coffeyville Area Chamber of Commerce is to enhance economic vitality of the Coffeyville area.

Ubcoming Events


https://coffeyvillechamber.org/

KANSAS STATE | ;01 Web Presence

A Community Events Calendar was impressive.
the——

_ine_
h—hamber Chamber ~ Members ~  News & Events

Caffeyville Area Chamber of Commerce

Q Select Category: | Al Categories ~ View Event Details

February, 2026 &

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 [ 7
@ Beginner Line Dance @ CCC Humanities @ Business Over @ Taste Of Soup @ 2026 Coffeyville Trivia
Classes Project Breakfast 11:00 AM Nights
1:30 PM 20 FM T30 AM &:00 P
8 9 10 ih | 12 13 14
@ CCC Humanities @ EINGO at Cedar Bluff
Project Camp
&30 FM 6:00 PM
15 16 17 18 15 20 21

@ 5t Psul's Episcopal
Church Pancake Day
500 FM

@ CCC Humanities
Project
&30 FM

22 23 24 25 25 27 28
@ Montgomery County @ Family Bingo Night @ First Impressions @ Love AtFirst Laugh
Area Youth 4:30 PM G:30 PM 00 FPM
Entrepreneurship
Challenge
900 AM

@ CCC Humanities
Project
&30 FM

https://cca.coffeyvillechamber.org/webforms/EviListingMainSearch.aspx?class=B Retrieved 2-20-2026
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Facebookhttps://www.facebook.com/cityofcoffeyville
A The Facebook page is frequently updated and very

AVTF2NXEF GAGBSSE AaLISOATFAONTf € &

county appralser and the V|deos with Ashley Tatman

Clty Hall

\\v\\

City of Coffeyville I © Vs @ foiow

13K followers + 114 following
The Gty of Coffeyville = located in southeast Kansas - the heart of Amenica
® Public figure

S
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5-Minute
Impression

Coffeyville, KS

Kansas State University Extensior
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A My initial 5>minute
Impression was mixed.

A The nice welcome signon’
the east is on the opposite
side we expected to see it}
easy to miss it. The signh ol
the west was attractive
and very visible.
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A | noticed all the open green space along the highway
and saw a number of driveway entrances without
structures. As | suspected, Coffeyville had a large floa
In 2007 with much damage. We saw the scars.

A Railroad crossings were rough and made me nervous
about car damage.

A 1 was surprised at the number of dilapidated
properties, both residential and commercial.
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Downtown
Business Arec

Coffeyville, KS

Kansas State University Extensior



Downtown Business Area

KANSAS STATE
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The building exteriors
were in decent condition,
though there were some
exceptions.

While walking | liked the I
narrower streets and Wlde ]
sidewalks. It felt
pedestrian oriented and
safe at crossings.
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Downtown Business Area

KANSAS STATE

‘Extension
UNIVERSITY

Many architecturally
Interesting buildings.

In general, merchandise
appeared to be sparse an
there were limited
selections in most places.
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Opportunity?
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A Several specialty stores
were closed, so the
ones we entered were
like flea market style,
pawn shop, or general
merchandise.

A We ate at the soda

fountain restaurant for

Downtown Business Are
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| saw two places to
grab food, an
antigue store, |
consignment shop,
a hardware store, a
candle shop, a
floral shop and a
grocery store.



Downtown Business Are

KANSAS STATE

Extension

Some buildings were
renovated and inviting
like the theater and
Chamber office. Others
were deteriorated,
vacant, and/or appeared
to be used for storage. |
liked the decorative
street signs and the
murals.




Our Downtown Needs Help

These are the videos to turn to when your downtown needs some help, whether it's dead in the

evenings or just dead! You get ways to bring more life and activity downtown, into the heart of

your community.

Improve your downtown

The Tour of Empty Buildings
\

e
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Arts Build Community

Music, culture, food, ways of doing things

What can you do for less than $100?

Cheap Downtown
Placemaking Ideas

¢
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pe
Building fair and unified communities ('..5

Q‘%@

pe SAVEYOUR Meos:LeamTa SweYourTown
Filled 10 of 12 empty buildings YoUR
SAVE YOUR LearnTo.SaveYour.Town -
$9 $9
The Tour of Empty Video Arts Build $9
Buildings - video and audio Community Video Cheap Downtown

Course * 2 Lessons

Empty buildings need to be

showcased, not ignored. Learn how

Deb’s original Tour of Empty

Course * 1 Lesson

The arts share our cultural stories
and preserve our history, address

our present and create the kind of

https://learnto.saveyour.town/downtown -needs-help

Placemaking Ideas

Course * 1 Lesson

Forget the expensive downtown
consultants and their $80,000


https://learnto.saveyour.town/downtown-needs-help
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A | was greeted at all the businesses and had at least adequate
customer service. At Sunflower, the staff were wonderful to

Interact with and clearly demonstrated pride in their
community.

A The people in all the establishments we entered were very
kind. They greeted us and offered help. The gentlemen at the
hardware store gave us a full history of the store and its role i
0KS 5Ffd2y 5STSYRSNXR&a aidz2NEB

A Customer service was fantastic! We were greeted everywhere
we visited. Staff were friendly and gave us good

recommendations about where to go and many provided
Interesting bits of history.
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Downtown
Amenltles

Coffeyville, KS

Kansas State University Extensior
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A | particularly enjoyed the covered walkways on some
of the downtown blocks. There was an architectural
aKIFIRS &UNHz2OGdzNBE 6AU0K O2)
attached to the buildings but wrapped around the
entire city block; | had never seen a structure like
that before, and it was nice on an extremely hot day
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A There were a variety of
benches and seating
areas with trash cans and
nice-looking cigarette
disposal containers.

A Our team commented on
the variety of types and
colors of the pots. We
particularly liked the
wagon planter and seated
planter next to the
5STSYRSNXA Yc

A Lots of parking
everywhere, much of it
unused.




Public Amenities Downtow

really liked the cute
ittle musical

nlayground with the
shaded picnic table with
the solar powered USB
charger by the mural.




