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A Columbus asked for First Impressions, | obtained
Garnett as its partner; 1% hour drive.

A | trained the volunteers about the visit and survey
and took photos of Columbus on January 17.

A Four Garnett visitors came in one car on March 1.
A Results are presented tonight, April 11.

A Columbus uses the results for further discussion and
action plans.
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We need to change the narrative about rural.
Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
A Rural ihanging not dying.
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Nno one Is noticing or talking about it.
A Only 36% of those who come, lived there previously.

A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place work another and play anotha®/ith
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

A 46% of Kansans move every year.

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons
they come are:
I Simpler pace of life
I Safety and Security

I Low housing cost
PGl ARoySEOD AY GKS (G2L) mMmn NBI

AaLY avylftft (02¢6ya SOgSagE2y:

A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers

meal.
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A If you bring 7 people to a 700 citizen town every yeat
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IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedVe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota

Ben Winchester was our guest on the
March 1, 2019 First Friday Call.

See the recording at:
https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/
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https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.

ALFT @é&2dz R2y Qi | 3ANBS g4
I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?
I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to change;ibr the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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A 2010 Census Population 3,312
(down 2.5% since 2000K)S= +6.1%

A 2017 Estimate is 3,158
(down 7.0% since 2000S= +8.0¥%

A 87.2% high school or GED, 23.0% college educated,
I 90.3% HS or equivalency, KS 31.6% college education,

A Poverty rate 11.9% (KS=12.8%)
A Median Age 43.1 years (36.3)
A Median household income is $40,96855,477)

* 2000 Census was 3,396

Kg%}gdge (Source: www.Factfinder.census.gov)
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A The City weksite was not representative of their community.
| had some difficulties. | would change the home page to

something much more WOW to entice visitors and possible
new residents to Columbus.
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Ideas as to what to see or where to Vvisit.

A Constructive suggestions were given about how to improve
the website.
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HOME BUSINESS YOUR GOVERNMENT CITY SERVICES OUR COMMUNITY Text Size:
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https://www.columbuscityhall.com/
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A Facebook Columbus, KS

https://www.facebook.com/thecolumbusproject/
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'i The Columbus Project

COLUMBUY/

The Columbus

Project
@thecolumbusproject

Home

Posts
Reviews
Videos
Photos
Groups
About
Community
Info and Ads

Events

Create a Page
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1l Liked » 3\ Following ¥ # Share

Create Post

0 < Write a post...

& Phote/Video & Tag Friends ° Check in ses

Posts

The Columbus Project
March 7 at 11:11 AM - @

Here are complete results from the Pinewood Derby, sponsored by Pack
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Invite your friends to like this Page
862 people like this
885 people follow this

Gregg Hadley and 3 other friends like this
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https://www.facebook.com/thecolumbusproject/
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A Facebook Columbus, KS

https://www.facebook.com/ColumbusKansasChamberOfCommerce/

Chamber FB page showcases the times and ways that the community come:
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Columbus, Kansas
Chamber of
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@ColumbusKansasChamb 1 e “w R 3 *ﬁ;
erOfCommerce )

ik Liked v 3\ Following v = # Share Contact Us @ Send Message
Home
About )

Create Post 3.5 out of 5 - Based on the opinion of 15
Photos @ people
Reviews @ w» Write a post.
™ Community See All
Videos =
Events a Photo/Video g Tag Friends ° Check in . 2L Invite your friends to like this Page
ils 1,507 people like this
Posts
Photos 3\ 1,512 people follow this
Gomeaniy A4 Christina Holmes likes this or has checked in
Knowledge Info and Ads
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https://www.facebook.com/ColumbusKansasChamberOfCommerce/

A Facebook Columbus, KS

A Facebook generated pag@ps:/www.facebook.com/places/Thingm-
do-in-ColumbusKansas/103108306396037/

v+ | Don Home Find Friends

Columbus

Kansas

i Like [ Save

Where to Go

Eat Drink Sightseeing Hotels Shopping
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https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Columbus-Kansas/103108306396037/
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Impression | felt was somewhat cluttered. There are some
0dzAf RAy3a AY RAANBLI ANE 0 dzi
those? Overall, | found Columbus to be a nice community witl
several positive amenities.
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A Columbus signs let you know you have arrived. The North (?)
sign is large and in a strange place. The smaller one on the
south needs some attention.
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Research and Extension

A Crossland Construction definitely has a huge presence and
almost makes you miss the small entrance sign.
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A Observations: No wayfinding signs that | saw to give
directions. The flower bed planters could use some
decoration during the winter. Your courthouse square with
+SOUSNyaQ aSY2NARIf FyR o0Sf ¢







A Columbus needs either banners or historic light pole:
to make downtown a destination.

A | really liked the Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria on the
light poles. That theme would be excellent to carry
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Typical of other towns, some buildings are in
great shape and others are in desperate need
of repair.




K-STATE Downtown Business Are
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A Visitors were intentional in visiting businesses and
had specific feedback and mosflgsitive reviews
about the customer relations and quality of the
merchandise, including one stoM¥¢stcq that
referred the visitor to a new boutique.

A Furniture store was definitely a place | would
revisit.

A On one block in the town square was an awning
that was rather low for most people to walk under.
Might be a safety issue.
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A A warm, welcoming, wonderful small town
SELISNASYOS 4G b2NXI Q& ¥F3
service was amazing. It was especially fun to observ
locals visiting with each other.




K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Signage on some buildings is hard to read and some
buildings have no signage, or it was hard to
determine what was in then.




K-STATE Downtown Business Are

Amenities

A Not difficult finding parking.
ACKS LINJAY3I AY UKS YARRES 2
would add visual appeal to stores and downtown square.

A Decorative brick in front of City Hall with Columbus on them is
a neat idea.




K-STATE Downtown Business Are




K-STATE Downtown Busi A




K-STATE Other Retail Shopping Areg

A There was easy access to other retail shopping area:
however they were not very attractive.




K-STATE Other Retail Shopping Arec

A The grocery stores and convenience stores located
on the main highway were nice and did not appear
hard to access.
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Industrial and commercial business, including
Tamko '
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A A driveby is not how industry will find you, check
with your local Eco Devo director to make sure your
site Is listed oh.ocationOne® Kansas Department of
Commerce.

Observation:

AGIOYINBLINBYSdzNBE ¢K2 OK2z22aS O
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
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A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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K-STATE Health Care Service

ACKS K2aLWAGIEf Qa SEGSNA2NI
appeared to be an ambulance service. The hospital
appeared to be very busy so it looked as though the
community was utilizing it.




A Did not see eye doctor, but large dental facility as

gStft a GK
annex.

A The public health dept
has a nice facility.




K-STATE Health Care Service

A The longterm care facility on the highway looks very nice
from the outside and gave a good impression.
A Autumn Place Memory Care facility looked like a nice facility.
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A There was a very nice mix of all income housing.
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