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A Elkhartasked for First Impressions, obtained Meade
as its partner; 1K 2 dzZNJ RNRA OS A a @A

A | trained the volunteers about the visit and survey
and took photos on July 22.

A Three Meade visitors came in one car on August 5.
A Resultsare presented tonight, September 17.

A Elkhart uses the results for further discussion and
action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
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I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?
I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to change;ibr the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.
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no one is noticing or talking about it.

A Only 36% lived there previously.

A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothédith
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

A 46% of Kansans move every year.

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons
they come are:
I Simpler pace of life
I Safety and Security

I Low housing cost
PGl ARoySEOD AY GKS (G2L) mMmn NBI

AaLY avylftft (02¢6ya SOgSagE2y:

A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers

meal.
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A If you bring 7 people to a 700 citizen town every yeat
AY wmMn @S| NR @& 2 dzQftmattdfst I3 S
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedVe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota
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Ben Winchester was our guest on the
March 1, 2019 First Friday Call.
See the recording at:

https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurshiy

/


https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

A 2010 Census Population 2,205
(down 1.3% since 2000K)S= +6.1%

A 2017 Estimate is 1,872
(down 16.2% since 2000K)S= +8.0%

A 84.2% high school or GED, 11.7% college educated,
I 90.5% HS or equivalency, KS 32.3% college education,

A Poverty rate 6.6% (KS=12.8%)
A Median Age 35 years(36.3)
A Median household income is $42,50©55,477)

* 2000 Census was 2,233

Kg%}gdge (Source: www.Factfinder.census.gov)
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A Great information. Saw the businesses
posted.

A | visited the city website, Chamber of
Commerce and school website. | felt they
accurately reflected what | saw while visiting. |
was impressed with both the city and
chamber websites.

A Chamber had good testimonials that made
you anticipate what was available. Good
hook: Stop, Stretch, Stay.

Knowledge
forLife



K-STATE \Web Presence

Research and Extension

A Website https://www.ci.elkhart.ks.us/

CITY OF I'm Looking For... Q

ELKHART,KS
A Centennial City

GOVERNMENT SERVICES COMMUNITY BUSINESS HOW DO |

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY CALENDAR

WHISTLE STOP PARK IMPROVEMENTS SEPTEMBER 2019

Read on...

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT TUE SEP.17
City Council Meeting

VIEW ALL
01 02 03 04 05 06 07
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https://www.ci.elkhart.ks.us/

620-607-4600
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MORTON COUNTY

Subscribe te the
Cornerstone Hub

Upcoming events & news
for Morton County,
delivered to your email
weekly!

STOP...
STRETCH...
STAY...

& Name

£4 Email Address

Subscribe Now!

s ; - Whether 70u re’ passmg through or planning a short stay -
il Resources W : sl MAKE IT MEMORABLE'!

Morton County,
Fri, Sep 13, 2019

.".-
' &
S7REICH at any of our parks, landmarks, and rest areas.

e 84°F

S70P and enjoy our scenery along with our friendly people.


https://www.mtcokschamber.com/

A Chamber Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/elkhartkscoc/

A This FB site
links from
the City

business page
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| £ | 1orton County, Kansas Champer of Commerce

Morton County,
Kansas Chamber of

Commerce
@elkhartkscoc

Home
About
Photos
Events
Videos
Posts

Community

Create a Page

'_-: Nancy Home  Create

e Like Xy Follow  # Share @ ---
Create Post
d Write a post..
@D enotoivideo Ly TagFriends @ cneckin

Photos

Chamber Meeting
Wednesday @ Noon

Point Rock Room

All Chamber Members
enconraoed to attend!

MORTON COUNTY \l
="t R T

Call Now @ Send Message

Community See All

AL Invite your friends to like this Page
e 701 people like this
=\ 705 people follow this

AL Simone Elder likes this

About See All
T, 6208974600

(~) send Message

@ www.micokschamber.com

[ Community Organization

¢ Suggest Edits

0 Page Transparency See More
Facebook is showing information to help you better
understand the purpose of a Page. See aclions taken by
the people who manage and post content

0 Page created - May 4, 2012


https://www.facebook.com/elkhartkscoc/

K-STATE Web Presence
A FaceBookElkhart, Kansas

I https://www.facebook.com/places/Thing®-do-in-

ElkhartKansas/108092565884722/
I A Facebook generated page.

qtional
nd

Elkhart o
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for[ ife ig C's Pizza Hut (460 US Hwy 56, Elkhart, KS)
Burger R '

Pizza Place - 36 %



https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Elkhart-Kansas/108092565884722/

K-STATE Web Presence

A FaCeBOOIﬁttps://www.facebook.com/Ge{EIkhart164982757921/

I | counted 49 Elkhart Pages, including this one witl
one entry from Nov 2016.

I An opportunity for canarketing.

Get Elkhart!

Home
Reviews
Photos
Posts
About
Community ﬁ witea g o
B U g ° ohe Communi ty  SeeAl
2L Invit
Post: il 55 pe
N\ 60 pe
Get Elkhart! updated their cover photo.
Q November 9, 2016 - Q kS ﬁen
K 9 37ch
led
nqwledge A


https://www.facebook.com/Get-Elkhart-164982757921/
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A http://www.elkhart.com/

Web Presence
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ELKHART
Southwest Kansas Community J

WELCOME! This site brings Elkhart Community web resources in one location to
assist you in finding information fast about the Cornerstone of
Kansas. The official website for the City of Elkhart is a good resource
for additional information.

This area is a great place to live, work, play and learn . From gas and oil,
to agriculture, to health care, hunting and hiking and education Elkhart



http://www.elkhart.com/

K-STATE
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Three different entrances. Only one area had nice
landscaping. Sign from east was covered with
overgrown trees. The third sign was faded and
needed to be updated. ..
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RelalE

A The digital sign with community events was nice.
A The walking path and benches were impressive.

A Main street was well maintained. The buildings
appeared to be in good condition and full. Most

homes seemed well cared for and occupied.
—
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Research and Extension

A A quiet community.
A Lovedthe streetlamps; flag posts were empty.
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Research and Extension

A Theconvenience store could use sprucing up.

A Museum Civic Center, fairgrounds and golf course
looked inviting.




RSTALE Downtown Business Are
A Great buildings with appealing store fronts. Every
business was welcoming, friendly and helpful.
ACKSNE O9SNB | FTSg 0dzaAy S:
business was, they needed signs.

A Business owners appeared to take pride in their
businesses and community.




A Nice entrance to the downtown area. Laid outin a
userfriendly manner with several recent upgrades in
Infrastructure easily identified, e.g. sidewalks and
building remodeling.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

FOR $ALIZ
OR LEAGE
CONTACT:

. ~
L-I.-‘l,

Knowledge
JorLife



DoOwnNniown Amenitie

A Benches on the walking trail, very accommodating
parking with businesses within walking distance.

A The lights downtown were nice.
A 1 would love to see the flags on the light poles.
A 1 did not notice trash cans or bathrooms.




K SIATE Other Retail Shopping Ares
A2S RARYQUO SOSy NBFTtAT S KSNJ
businesses. Once we found them, they were easy to access,

but we only knew to look because the lady at the salon told u
where other businesses were located.

A Aside from downtown, the Dollar Store seemed to be the only
other retail.




K-STATE Industrial Parks/Commercie

A The industrial areas were scattered on the outer
edges of town, not just one area.
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A A driveby is not how industry will find you, check with your
local Eco Devo director to make sure your site is listed on
LocationOné® Kansas Department of Commerce.

Observation:

AGIOYINBLINBYSdzNBE ¢gK2 OKz22aS O
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
' YAGSR {4l 0Sa SOSNE &SI NIé

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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K-STATE Health Care Service

A The clinic and hospital need some updating.

A All the health care services appeared to be in one area. We
saw the hospital, medical clinic, and three senior living
facilities.

AS5ARY QU y20A0S GKS az2Nuzy [ 2
area.
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K-STATE Health Care Service

Physicians, dentists and other health care providers:

A Saw only the medical office.
A Large health complex for a city this size with alternative

medicine as an option.
ACKSNE gt a Fftaz2 !'y3astlQa 2 St




K-STATE Health Care Service

Long term care
A Assisted Living and Nursing Home.

A Long term and rehab center, a memory center, and an
Independent and assisted living centg :

JorLife



RelalE

A A great variety of housing. The homes for sale were nice.
A Appeared to be mostly uppeor lowerincome range.




A Initial drivethrough showed above average housing for this
size of community. Later we saw a lovwecome side of
town.




RSTALE

ASARY QU y20A0S Fyée K2YSa FT2NJ
contacts for rental properties on their counter.

Is this housing?
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A Total Housing Units 942
A Total Occupied Housegl2 (75.6%)

A Vacant Houses

A Owner Occupied
A Renter Occupieo

A Family Househo

ds

230 (24.4%)

476 (66.9%)
236 (33.1%)
65.4%

A Nonfamily Household 34.6%
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(89.1%)
(10.7%)

(66.4%)
(33.6%)
(65.4%)
(34.6%)
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A Need for clearup/demolition of older properties
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