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A Erie asked for First Impressions, local extension
professionals agreed to be its partner.

A | trained the volunteers about the visit and survey on
October 7. Agent Amanda Classen took photos on
October 28

A Three visitors visited in October and November.
A Results are presented December 5.

A We hope Erie usethe results for further discussion
and action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
ALF @2dz R2y QU | ANBS 4
I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?

I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to changecior the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.
A Rural ihanging not dying.
A Brain Gain30-49 year oldsy 2 Ay 3 (02 NIz
0ONBYREéE UGKIOG KFa 0SSy KU |
A People research number ofplaces before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothanith
UONJF VaLR2NIOFGAZ2Y YR AYy(S!
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
A 46% of Kansas households moved between 10889

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons they
come are:

I Simpler pace of life,

I Safety and security,

I Affordable housing,

I Outdoor recreation,

I Quality schools

Pa! dAYQI AY GKS (2L mn NBI
A Communities can work together to attract newcomers and

create quality of life for everyone.

Knowledge
frLife



AaLY &avylftft (2¢6ya SOFAE2Y ¢
A Get to know each othek Y A0S (GKSY 1z
meal.

A If you bring 7 people to a 76tizen town every year
AY mMn @S| NARZI &2 dzimdterdlt O ¢
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedVe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.

A52y Qi aleés a,2dz KIFIgS (2
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota

Ben Winchester was our guest on fhiest Friday Call.
7112/2024; 3/6/2020; 3/1/2019

See the recordings abttps://bit.ly/ks-first-impressions
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https://bit.ly/ks-first-impressions

A 2023 KS Certified Populatiorl,019 | 9.58% since 201
A 2020 U.S. Census: 1,047
A 2010 U.S. Census: 1,127

A Medianhouseholdncome: $40,962 $68,925
A Highschoolor GED(Age 25+)91.8% 91.6%

A AtleastaB.S Degree 22.%% 34.5%
A MedianAge: 39years  37.6years
A Persons 65 and Over 29.4% 17.2%
Blue:Kansas Comparison Data
Kg%vzyfleedge (DataSource Kansas Secretary of State Division of the Budget

Certified Population Data 2023; Census.gov; MySidewalk)
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A MovedsincelLastYear
(2022)

A Povertyrate

(% of people below poverty line)

Race/Ethnicity

White: 83.5%
Black: 5.7%
Asian: 1.1%
Other: 0%

Not Hispanic or Latino:
94.4%

Knowledge
forLife

209 % 14.6%

21.30 12%

American Indian: 1.2%

Native Hawailan/Other
Pacific Islander: 0%

Two or more races: 2.9%
Hispanic or Latino:
5.6%

Blue:Kansas Comparison Data
(Source: Census.gov;MySidewalk
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Website

A It was very easy to get information on Erie from a web search
and the information | obtained accurately reflected what | saw
In the community. The county government page was
accessible, the Chamber Facebook page was active and ther
was state tourism page that came up easily and linked to a
local Erie tourism pageboth were helpful in finding

Create 3 Website Account - Manage notification subscriptions, save form progress and more.

information about the town. =

Kg%v;/flgdge https://www.neoshocountyks.org/  Retrieved 11-23-24



https://www.neoshocountyks.org/

SSIALE \Web Presence
A City Websitéhttps://erieks.com/

HOME _ PAY UTILITIES = GOVERNMENT -  DEPARTMENTS - COMMUNITY -

Welcome to the City of Erie!

Nestled in the Neosho River Valley, surrounded by the beautiful Osage Cuesta Hills is Erie, Kansas. Erie's sense of connection to the
past is strong: the city was incorporated in 1869 and has been the county seat of Neosho County since 1872. The quiet, peaceful
lifestyle is reminiscent of days gone by, but the conveniences and comforts of technology make it possible to stay connected. Residents
enjoy the best of both worlds: Erie's tranquil, rural setting is an easy two-hour drive from getaways like Kansas City, Tulsa, Joplin,
Springfield, and the Ozarks via U.S. Highway 59. Residents have access to a wide range of amenities in Erie - the regionally-known
Prairie Ridge Golf Course, disc golf, bowling, swimming, restaurants, and shopping, in addition to thriving community organizations,
churches, and businesses. Erie’s business-friendly atmosphere is 3 great place for entrepreneurs to thrive in city that celebrates being
rural by choice. Come experience the rich history and independent lifestyle that makes Erie, Kansas special

The community of Erie was formed when two neighboring towns (“Old Erie” and “Crawfordsville”) merged, both groups

ing land and i to pr day Erie in 1866 noar a lake for which the town is named. Cooperation is

in Erie’s roots!
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https://erieks.com/
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A There was a good list of activities,
clubs, churches, etc., but some
links were outdated; for instance,
the last council notes were from
2022 and the last schedule for Ol
Soldiers and Sailors was also 202

https://erieks.com/areainfo/
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https://erieks.com/area-info/

K-STATE Web Presence

A Facebookatips://www.facebook.com/ErieKSChamber

A The Chamber Facebook page seems to be well
maintained and kept up to date.

- L)

Erie, KS Area Chamber of
Commerce

867 likes « 1.1K followers 1l Like
e’ Q Search

.7

Posts About Mentions Reels Photos Videos More *

Intro Featured
The Erie, Kansas Area Chamber of Commerce strives to » Erie, KS Area Chamber of & Erie, KS Area Chamber of
promote and support our local area businesses. *l commerce ' Commerce
November 7 at 9:29 AM@ October 163
© Page - Community Organization Save the date! The Erie Chamber Our website:
: S Christmas Parade will be www.ErieKansasTourism.com
@ Erie, KS, United States, Kansas Wednesday, Dec. 11th at 6 PM!... We appreciate Richey’s Drug...

B4 eri il.
eriekansaschamber@gmail.com HMBER OF ¢
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K?OWledge @ eriekansastourism.com xﬁ“"‘\ "fff:a’
DTsze © Always open 5
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cH STMAS ! ERIEKANSASTOURISM.COM

0Old Soldiers And Sailors



https://www.facebook.com/ErieKSChamber

A Erie presented as a lovely community covering a sizeable are
with several notable features including a lovely downtown,
lots of different housing categories, multiple government
facilities, churches, and nice schools.

A There is a nice sign about Erie on Highway 59, but | entered
over the bridge using the detour, and there was not sighage t«
Indicate the community.

A There is a nice sign about midway and then a big welcome
coming from the south. Nothing directs us to downtown.

A My first impression is that there is a lot more to the
community than most will ever note by driving by on the
outskirts of the highway. It looks like a nice small town, clean
and safe.

A
A9
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A Erie has a charming, clean downtown with nice sidewalks anc
beautiful, historielooking streetlamps with welcome banners
featuring local businesses. Downtown also had beautiful large
planters that were kept up and multiple benches.

A | visited on a Friday with good weather when schools were
not in session and saw kids riding their bikes around town,
people walking into the county courthouse, and a few people
congregating. A homeless man was sleeping on a bench by
the bank, but we walked by him without incident.

A Some buildings were wathaintained, and the sidewalks were
clean. | saw a store owner sweeping.
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A There were lots of nice benches around downtown as well as
trash receptacles. Parking was easy. The sidewalks and
crosswalks were nice. There was a nice carwash near
downtown. The city and county government facilities were
nice, and the extension office was welharked and looked
nice. The museum was wallarked and welcoming. | parked
near the county courthouse and visited, walked to the city
KIfftYX OAAAGSR 0KS OSUSN)yao
banks and office spaces, the restaurant, and the two shops |
visited.
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A There were lots of nice benches around downtown as well as
trash receptacles. Parking was easy. The sidewalks and crossw
were nice. The streetscaping was very nice, and the lighting
appeared plentiful after dark.

A There were no fountains, several benches, no restrooms, lots o
trash cans, and pretty planters.

A | noticed trash cans, the courthouse and city hall would serve a
public restrooms. Parking was accessible. Downtown was
comfortable and welcoming.
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A Dollar General and the grocery store (before it
closed) are near the highway. It was easily
identifiable, clean and accessible. There was also a
larger thrift store which was closed and a barber
shop.

Al tSGSQa UKS@& 6SNB 2dzal
more.

A Dollar General employees were very welcoming. Thi
USDA Service Center was also located in this area.
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A A driveby is not how industry will find you, check
with your local Eco Devo director to make sure your
site Is listed oh.ocationOne® Kansas Department of
Commerce.

Observation:

AGOYUINBLINSY SdzNE ¢gK2 OK224aS 0
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
' YAGSR {Gl0Sa SOSNE &S| NIé

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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K-STATE Industrial Parks/Commercie

A There is a rail area and multiple ag production areas.
It seems like the industrial park would be near the
high school.

A | noticed commercial/industrial on the east side.
There was the Aert facility andBeachneiGrain.

" gm:u ',fff il N .
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K-STATE Industrial Parks/Commercie
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A There were multiple welnarked and accessible health
clinics. Labette Health near downtown, a pharmacy near
downtown, and a Neosho County medical center.

A | also saw EMS services located out by the jail, operated by
Neosho Memorial.

Knowledge T e B -
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K-STATE Lonaterm Care

A The Guest Home Estates located by the high school seemed
large and nice. It seemed like a good facility for the size of
town.




A Erie presented a good mix of housing. The homes downtown
were wellmaintained, there were older, but nice singhamily
family neighborhoods with large trees surrounding
downtown. There were low resource apartment buildings and
senior housing that were well marked and maintained.




—10OL . a

A There seemed to be a good mix of size/age houses in the
community. The newer construction, more expensive houses
all seemed to be on the outskirts or outside city limits.

A | saw land donated for a future development.
A There were some homes listed on realtor.com.
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A There were apartments, | could not determine if a property
was a rental, but the city office gave me a list of six landlords,

so that felt promising.

AL
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Occupancy rates appeared high.
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DAMIELS, RITA 433-1577
GARARD, DIANA 244-5240
*MARSHALL-FRAZIER, ]OY 212-2230

*BRIDGET BEECKER 212-0617

*NINE, MARK 305-9720
*STEGMAN , ROEERT 244-5331
BUNTIN, CARLA 423-T382

HAS MORE THAN (1) RENTAL *

Retrieved from internet 11 -23-24 https://erieks.com/landlord
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https://erieks.com/landlord-listing/
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