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A Pleasanton asked for First Impressions, Erie
consented to be its partner; 1.Z2%our drive.

A | trained the volunteers about the visit by zoom call
on July 22 and took photos of Erie on July 26.

A Pleasanton visitors came in one car on August 14.
A Results are presented tonigl8eptember30.

A Erie uses the results for further discussion and actior
plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
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I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?
I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to change;ibr the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.
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no one is noticing or talking about it.

A Only 36% lived there previously.

A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothédith
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

A 46% of Kansans move every year.

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons
they come are:
I Simpler pace of life
I Safety and Security

I Low housing cost
PGl ARoySEOD AY GKS (G2L) mMmn NBI
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A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers

meal.
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A If you bring 7 people to a 700 citizen town every yeat
AY wmMn @S| NR @& 2 dzQftmattdfst I3 S
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedVe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota
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Ben Winchester was our guest on the
March 1, 2019 First Friday Call.
See the recording at:

https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurshiy

/


https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

A 2010 Census Population 1,150
(down 5.0% since 2000*) KS= +6.1%

A 2017Estimateis 1,089
(down 10.1% since 2000*) KS= +8.0%

A 93.8% high school or GED, 17.4% college educated,
90.5% HS or equivalency, KS 32.3% college education,

A Poverty rate 19.6% (KS=12.8%)
A Median Age41.4 years (36.3)
A Median household income is $43,92955,477)

* 2000 Census was 1,211

Kg%}gdge (Source: www.Factfinder.census.gov)
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that shows a few things.

Citydata.com and
Wikipedia gave
most of the basic
Information

A{ dzNLINRK & SR
find a city website.
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About 15,100,000 results (0.70 seconds)

Erie, Kansas - Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org » wiki » Erie,_Kansas ~

Erie is a city in and the county seat of Neosho County, Kansas, United States, and situated in the
valley of the Neosho River, about a mile Northeast of the river.

County: Neosho  State: Kansas

Area code: 620  ZIP code: 66733

History - Geography - Extension service - Old Soldiers and Sailors ... Map data ©2019

Erie

City in Kansas

Erie, Kansas | Home - Love Small Town America
www.lovesmalltownamerica.com » erieks ~

Nestled in the Neosho River Valley, surrounded by the beautiful Osage Cuesta Hills is Erie,
Kansas. Erie’s sense of connection to the past is strong: the city was Erie is a city in and the county seat of Neosho County, Kansas,
United States, and situated in the valley of the Neosho River, about a
mile Northeast of the river. As of the 2010 census, the city

Erie, KS - Erie, Kansas Map & Directions - MapQuest population was 1,150, Wikipedia

https://www.mapquest.com » kansas » erie-ks-282021924 ~
Get directions, maps, and traffic for Erie, KS. Check flight prices and hotel availability for your
visit

Weather: 72°F (22°C), Wind S at 13 mph (21 km/h), 95% Humidity
Zip code: 66733

Population: 1,087 (2017)
Erie, Kansas (KS 66733) profile: population, maps, real estate ...

www.city-data.com> city > Erie-Kansas ~ Events

and a son were trapped in a blaze in the lakeside city of Erie while he was responding to a call for

what turned out to be a malfunctioning alarm, said Lawrence Sat, Sep 28 2019 Chanute Artists Alley Festival Chanute,
9:00 AM Main Street Chanute

Erie, Kansas | Livability Fri, Sep 27 Chanute Bit &Spur Saddle Club Rodeo

https:/livability.com > ks  erie v 4:00 PM Chanute Bit & Spur Saddle Club Arena

Learn what makes Erie , Kansas a best place to live, including infermation about real estate,

schools, employers, things to do and more Fri, Sep 20 West Elk Varsity Football @ St. Paul
7:00 PM St. Paul Elementary School

Population: 1,092 Median Household Income: $39,519

Median Age:39  Median Home Price: $63,700 View 5+ more
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A Website

http://www.lovesmalltownamerica.com/erieks.php
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COMMUNITY

Erie, KS

mallTownAmerica

Mo
Vhats Wai

BUSINESSES ~ SCHOOLS

* Home | About Us | Blog | Joining LSTA

REAL ESTATE ~ NEWS/EVENTS  GALLERY

Nestled in the Neosho River Valley, surrounded by the beautiful Osage Cuesta Hills is Erie, Kansas. Erie's sense of connection
to the past is strong: the city was incorporated in 1869 and has been the county seat of Neosho County since 1872 The quiet,
peaceful lifestyle is reminiscent of days gone by, but the conveniences and comforts of technology make it possible to stay
connected. Residents enjoy the best of both worlds: Erie's tranquil, rural setting is an easy two-hour drive from gelaways like
Kansas City, Tulsa, Joplin, Springfield, and the Ozarks via U.S. Highway 52. Residents have access to a wide range of
amenities in Erie — the regionally-known Prairie Ridge Golf Course, disc golf, bowling, swimming, restaurants, and shopping, in

addition to thriving community organizations, churches, and businesses. Ere's business-friendly atmosphere is a great place for

entrepreneurs to thrive in city that celebrates being rural by choice. Come experience the rich history and independent lifestyle

that makes Erie, Kansas special

Incorporated: Dec 25, 1869
Population: 1,121

County: Neosho

Zip Code: 66733
Elevation: 896 ft

Average Temperature
summer; 77°

Fall: 61°

Winter: 43°

Spring: 54°

Average Annual Rainfall: 45"

Location: On US HWY 58. 15
miles North of Parsens and 15
miles Southeast of Chanute

Recycling Available:
800-870-5393

History:

The community of Erie was formed when two
neighbering towns (“Old Erie” and “Crawfordsville”)
merged. both groups donating land and combining to
establish present-day Erie in 1866 near a lake for
which the town is named. Cooperation is in Erie's
roots!

Fun Facts:

Beantown, USA

Erie is host to the oldest consecutively running Old
Soldiers and Sailors Reunion in America. Held
annually during the third week of July since 1873, the
reunion features a “Free Bean Feed.” The beans are
prepared using a historic recipe, simmering all day in
cast-iron kettles over wood fires like soldiers used in
the Civil War. The beans may be an old tradition, but
guest country and western musicians from Nashville
add a touch of modern spice to the Friday night
celebration.
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http://www.lovesmalltownamerica.com/erieks.php

K-STATE Web Presence
A Facebook

Top Search on FB

You know you're from Erie, Ks when.
https://www.facebook.com/eriekansas/

1.9k followers

I fl You know you're from Erie, Ks when. - Nancy

You know you're
from Erie, Ks when.

@eriekansas

Home . PN | 3

About wlike 3\ Follow = Share | - () Send Message

Photos

Events Mem-Erie Historical Society History

S Page - Erie

Videos ©

Post Erie, Neosho Co., KANSAS - Connecting
o B3 Photonvideo a Tag Friends ° Check in people who live in Erie, came from Erie, or

Community whose ancestors ca

Photos See More

i

Community See All

2L Invite your friends to like this Page
s 1,929 people like this
3\ 1.933 people follow this

AL Melissa Vincent and 1 other like this or have
checked in

(1<)

9 15 checkins
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About See All
R, (620)820-3015

(® Typically replies within minutes
Send Message


https://www.facebook.com/eriekansas/

K-STATE Web Presenc

A Facebook
#2 on search:

Erie, Kansas

https://www.facebook.com/places/Thing®-do-in-Erie "7 . .
Kansas/109847669034217/

-A Facebook generated page.

D'Angelos Pizzena
8 s

Pizza Place - 46 %

Upcoming Events

Recommended Today This Woek  This Month

A La&@ﬁ_md % Make Road Lake @me ;
(B a8 /\i i3, (B A l Y2 B l

SIGN PAINTING PARTY 10-6-19 - 2P . SIGV PAINTING PARTY 10-19-19 - 6P SIGN PAINTING PARTY 11-16-19 - 6PM
T T T T I I Trmrrrr T e
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https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Erie-Kansas/109847669034217/

K-STATE Web Presence
A Facebook
I #3 on search:

I https://www.facebook.com/GetErie/
1.3k followers e e

Get Erie, KS

opportunities with other ==

Home

Erie, KS Pages?

Reviews ik Like | X\ Follow 4 Share

Photos

4.8 out of 5 - Based on the opinion of 9
people

Events

Videos e

FEEE BB Photovideo Q9 TagFriends @ Checkin  «e Community See Al

Notes 2L Invite your friends to like this Page

{ i 1,325 people like this

P.E_ E 3 Community Recommendations and Reviews 1h peop!

o Recommended by 3 people N\ 1,339 people follow this
Create a Page

AL WenDee Rowe and 2 other friends like this or

have checked in
| used to live in Erie, years ago. And still love this town reunion. Aithough

| don't get back as mu... See More -
June 25, 2018 9 24checkins
We come to this festival every year! It is so amazing to see a town that fe About See All

eds all their citizens.
April 24, 2018

Since | started working in Erie on a daily basis it's pretty neat learning so Erie
me of the history of the town

August 24, 2014
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https://www.facebook.com/GetErie/

K-STATE

A Town is a clean nice town. Businesses are spread
between Main Street, the highway and others in an
Industrial type area near the high school.

ALT @2dz R2Yy Qi V26 U0UKS
a fiveminute look around, it would take longer.
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A The one highway sign showing downtown coming
from the north was small and easy to miss. | noticed
the Erie rock sign, but it is after the entry to the city.

A There are no wajinding signs to city hall, police,
schools, parks, etc.
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A Things seemed a little spread out. There were sever:
entrances into town from the highway, but we
GSNBY QU adzNB GgKAOK Sy idN
main entrance

Knowledge
JorLife



You haveAa right to demand children play safety, but | love séefid\B S
NJ- y ehfidéen, whose parents can feel safe letting them roam.
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K STATE Downtown Business Are
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freshening up old buildings and melding new ones in
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A The streets were nice as well as the curbs and
gutters.

A We saw quite a variety of businesses and the
pharmacy was nice.
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K-STATE Dowhntown Busi
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Downtown Business Are:



K-STATE Downtown Business Are

SIDEWALK CAFE

A
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Customer Service

A Ladies in the pharmacy were very friendly and
helpful and told us lots about the annual celebration.

Amenities

A Plenty of trash receptacles downtown, city hall had
an accessible bathroom and fountain. Not sure of wi
fi. Parking was fine with many businesses accessibl

from one spot.
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A As 'you came Into town, you could eaS|Iy access
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K-STATE Industrial Parks/Commercic
ACKAA o1 ayQi Slaée 2 FTAYH
A 1 think this area would be over by Beachner Grain or

by the electric generating station.







A A driveby is not how industry will find you, check
with your local Eco Devo director to make sure your
site Is listed on LocationOne @ Kansas Department
Commerce.

Observation:

AGIOYINBLINBYSdzNBE ¢K2 OK2z22aS O
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
' YAGSR {{GF0Sa SOSNE &SI N

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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A Lots of nice clinics and a pharmacy. We were told of
a dermatologist that also comes to the community.
Healthcare was obviously not a problem in Erie.
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A There are two different clinics and an urgent care.
A The facilities looked nice.

Tip from other small communities:

A Name the health care assets you
have on your website.

A Tell how many minutes it is to the
K2alLWAdalfaz S00o




K-STATE Health Care Service

A There is a nursing home or loteym care place; it
seemed nice, older, but still in business for the
community.

A There was an assisted living facility by the high
school.
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A Homes had plenty of grass between them giving an




RSTALE

A There were many block homes mixed with nice
manufactured homes.
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K-STATE
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and available lots in their development.
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