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Oberlin Demographics
ÅPopulation ς1,788

ÅMedian Household Income - $32,750

ÅHigh School Education ς90.8%, College Education ς21.2 %

ÅMedian resident age is 52.3 years

ÅPoverty rate is 14.8%
Source:  factfinder.census.gov



Web Presence:
Åwww.oberlin-kansas.com

Åwww.oberlinks.com

ÅNumerous Facebook pages associated with websites

ÅNo links to school site, etc.

http://www.oberlin-kansas.com/
http://www.oberlinks.com/


¢ƘŜ άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ
ÅEntering business district from North on Penn ςvery 

welcoming, brick streets

ÅPioneer statue sets a sense of place

ÅRed brick streets invite exploration of neighborhoods to the 
east and west of business center



ÅSome very nice older homes

ÅOld style street lights on Oak and Ash nice

ÅNeat, clean downtown business district

ÅNice park adjacent to school



ÅSouth entrance ςidyllic rural vista of town

ÅWest and North entrance typical of well-kept rural community

ÅEast entrance more shabby, weedy lots



ÅTwo large signs at north and south entrances a little dated

ÅNo signage to indicate important landmarks

ÅVery few signs on entering the community



Downtown Business Area
ÅBuildings in good shape for the most part

ÅMost store fronts filled

ÅNice wide streets

ÅSaturday ςfew stores were open



ÅNice downtown
ÅThe awnings & lights a good idea but needed some cleanup
Å5ƛŘƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ



ÅGood customer service

ÅTypical small town businesses

ÅMultiple services available from downtown parking-library, 
dining, grocery store, city park, school and museum all in easy 
walking distance



ÅVery few public amenities notes

ÅPublic restrooms at park/swimming pool

ÅNice green space on Penn Street

ÅGazebo park downtown



Other Retail Areas
ÅTeam did not note any

ÅAntique and convenience stores along HWY 36



Industrial Parks/Commercial Areas
ÅA few lots available on North side of town along HWY 36

ÅLocal conversations indicate more might be available



ÅSaw several ag service areas

Å5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ



ÅDecatur Coop on South end of town

ÅArea could use some clean-up



Health Care Services
ÅHospital is older

ÅVery poor signage

ÅConstruction on road blocked access with no detour noted



ÅNot impressed with any observable health care entity

ÅThe emergency helicopter landing sign would be laughable if 
not so concerning

ÅHospitality house a nice feature



ÅEMS located next to the hospital

ÅArea around the hospital could use some clean-up



Å5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 
area

ÅSenior Center in modern building 

ÅNursing home facility near downtown



ÅDowntown pharmacy

ÅWellness Center

ÅChiropractor



Housing
ÅTotal Number of Housing Units ς1,112

ÅOccupied housing units ς950

ÅVacant housing units ς162

ÅOwner occupied ς74.7%

ÅRenter occupied ς25.3%

ÅMedian house value - $54,200



Housing observations
ÅMostly single family units

ÅLittle rental

ÅA lot of nice older homes



ÅSome fixer uppers

Å Identified about a dozen houses for sale

ÅNot much new construction



ÅOne apartment complex observed

Å Income based housing ςsome units available

ÅSenior apartments



Schools
ÅNice high school structure and grounds

ÅCould not find the elementary school



ÅOlder buildings

ÅWindow air conditioners

ÅNice park by the high school



ÅNice athletic fields

ÅSchool has a nice website

Å/ƛǘȅ ǎƛǘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ



Childcare
Å5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴȅ

Å/ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ



Faith/Religion
ÅMost churches well cared for

ÅSaw what appeared to be a youth center

ÅDid not see evidence of faith sponsored community services



ÅMap on website indicated there were 8 or 9 churches in the 
community



Civic
ÅNot a lot of visible organizations

ÅUnknown, nice movie theater/bowling alley ςnew 
construction

ÅCivic activity observed in chamber office

ÅGreat civic center



ÅThings not noted by visiting team ςwebsite did list 3 
community clubs

ÅMasonic Lodge


