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Russell Demographics
ÅPopulation ς4,506

ÅMedian Household Income - $48,567

ÅHigh School Education ς88.8%, College Education ς23.8%

ÅMedian resident age is 49.0 years

ÅPoverty rate is 16.6%
Source:  factfinder.census.gov 



Web Presence:
Åhttps:// www.russellcity.org

Åhttps://Russellcountyks.org

ÅCity website looks new and impressive

ÅGood links to other entities

ÅCity Facebook page not often used

ÅCommunity Calendar on website not updated

ÅWebsite helpful and city clerk validated the information

ÅAdvertise website as only a few comments listed 

https://www.russellcity.org/
https://russellcountyks.org/


¢ƘŜ άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ
ÅThe limestone buildings and homes and brick streets are 

charming

ÅTown is disconnected between interstate and Main Street

ÅMany commercial/chain businesses off interstate



ÅGood wayfinding signage for the industrial park and 
downtown

ÅBusinesses had mixed care when entering from the South 281 

ÅWest entrance not as welcomingwith an industrial feel



ÅNo entrance signage from the North or South

ÅSigns for RV parks

ÅBetter promotion needed for east park



Downtown Business Area
ÅBeautiful old limestone buildings

ÅPark along main is attractive

ÅNice murals



ÅVariety of downtown businesses ςAntique Stores, Theatre,
Cultural Center, Furniture Store, Museum, Sports Bar & Grill,
Clothing Stores, Pharmacy, Banks and other services



ÅBenches in the downtown area

ÅTrash cans along Main Street

ÅWi-Fi availability in a few businesses

ÅNice planters and limestone posts

ÅWeeds noted in open cement



ÅPeople were nice and helpful throughout town

ÅGreeted and treated friendly at all locations

ÅVery inviting and surprising for a rural area



Other Retail Areas
ÅSurprised by two Dollar General Stores

ÅLarge grocery store ςimpressed with the produce section

Å/ŀǎŜȅΩǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊƪǎΣ 
recreation areas and Main Street



ÅLumber yard and auto parts on South 281

ÅAlso restaurants, fast food and convenience store



Industrial Parks/Commercial Areas
ÅSignage on 281 led to the east industrial park

ÅSignage on east business route was misleading

ÅEthanol Plant, Purina and Wheat processing



ÅAirport east of town

ÅOlder oil industry on west side of town



ÅAg services ςElevator, Sale barn, Veterinarian

ÅMechanized Concepts



Health Care Services
ÅGood directional signage to the hospital

ÅNice updated hospital

ÅClinic connected to the hospital



ÅCounty health department close to the hospital

ÅGreat walking trail with exercise equipment



ÅVariety of health care providers throughout the community ς
medical clinic, chiropractors, dentists, optometrists, 
pharmacies



ÅLong term care, assisted living, senior apartments, home 
health



ÅFood Pantry

ÅSenior Center

ÅEMS



Housing
ÅTotal Number of Housing Units ς2,323

ÅOccupied housing units ς2,015

ÅVacant housing units ς308

ÅOwner occupied ς74.8%

ÅRenter occupied ς25.2%

ÅMedian Value - $96,000

Source:  factfinder.census.gov



Housing observations
ÅNeighborhoods were not consistent in the types of properties

ÅUpdated/kept home next to struggling homes



ÅSaw houses for sale in all neighborhoods



ÅRental  property options are limited

ÅAs all communities, there are some areas where housing is 
blighted



Schools
ÅTwo elementary schools ςSimpson & Bickerdyke



ÅRuppenthalMiddle School ςimpressive limestone building



ÅRussell High School



ÅHomecoming pride/support shown by businesses

ÅUSD website indicated working on bond for improvements



Childcare
ÅDaycare information difficult to find

Å[ŀǳƎƘ bΩ [ŜŀǊƴ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ

ÅA pre-school contacted but a follow-up call not received


