
First Impressions

Wilson, Kansas
K-State Research and Extension in Partnership 

with

The Dane G. Hansen Foundation



ÅWilson ςPopulation 781

Å21.5% college educated, 93.2% high school 

ÅMedian age of 50.4 years

ÅPoverty rate is 19.7%

ÅMedian household income is $41,250 
(Source:  factfinder.census.gov)



Web Presence
ÅPretty easy to find city website

ÅLƴŦƻ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ

ÅLinks to the chamber and Czech Festival

ÅNo pictures



¢ƘŜ άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ
ÅMixed reaction

ÅOne visitor stated clean downtown, well groomed, residents 
yards taken care of



ÅAnother visitor stated yards were overgrown, a lot of trees 
were overgrown and blocking a lot of houses.  Several run 
Řƻǿƴ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ άȅŀǊŘ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
in most yards.



ÅFrom I-70 large newer looking sign looked great

ÅFrom HWY 40 we saw welcome signs, church signs, food signs



ÅWelcome sign from the North was small and unattractive

ÅBuildings and houses seemed decent

ÅVisitors did not mention the southern entrance



Downtown Business Area
ÅTourist stops with old hotel, Czech egg and opera house



ÅAntiques, boutique for shopping, hair salon, funeral home, 
grocery store well stocked



ÅFour eating establishments in town, all with unique features. 
Appears they are all known for something special whether it 
be old fashioned sodas, homemade pies or gourmet dining.



ÅSome buildings were boarded up

Å{ƻƳŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ 
they were



ÅCustomer service was mixed.  One visitor had a good 
experience the other not so good.

ÅEasy access to get from store to store

ÅLaundromat a nice convenience



ÅNice benches, trash cans and plantings downtown

ÅPublic restrooms in the park were nearby

ÅLiked the novelty of a phone booth



Other Retail Shopping:
ÅConvenience Store

ÅHair Salon

ÅAre you cross promoting with businesses along interstate?  
Boat shop, Kansas Originals?



Industrial Parks/Commercial Areas
ÅNone were noted



Health Care
ÅRural Health Clinic downtown

ÅSenior Center

ÅWilson Care and Rehab Center



Housing
ÅTotal housing units ς372

ÅOccupied units ς307 or 82.5%

ÅOwner occupied housing units ς73.9%

ÅRenter occupied housing units ς26.1%

ÅVacant housing units ς65 or 17.5%

ÅMedian home value - $60,700
Å (Source ςfactfinder.census.gov)



ÅAbout 45% of houses built before 1940

ÅHomes available for a variety of income levels

ÅA substantial number of houses are not well maintained or 
appear abandoned



ÅSome houses for sale

ÅOne set of income based apartments

ÅOld school converted to apartments



Schools
ÅGrade school and high school in same location



ÅGrounds well kept

ÅNice playground

ÅCommunity recycling center

ÅSchool website confusing



Childcare
ÅLakeside Learning is located in Wilson and associated with the 

school

ÅVisitors did not find information



Faith/Religion
ÅVisitors found 3 of the 5 churches in Wilson

ÅAll churches well kept

ÅDid not find evidence of church sponsored activities.





Civic
ÅGroups noted were the Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce 

and the PRIDE organization.



ÅSigns of other visible organizations but missed by the visitors ς

Wilson FFA, Wilson Winners 4-H Club, Tree City USA



ÅRecognition of notable locals

ÅWilson Economic Development Corporation



ÅAmerican Legion

ÅCommunity Recycling efforts

ÅCommunity Garden



ÅSummer Feeding Program

ÅK-State Research & Extension ςStory Walk



Public Infrastructure
ÅStreets well kept

ÅStreet signage was older

ÅCommunity has a sidewalk replacement plan

ÅNice house numbering system


