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First Impressions

Fort Scott, KS
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with
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A Fort Scott asked for First Impressions, obtained
Independence as its partner; 1% hour drive.

A | trained the volunteers about the visit and survey
and took photos of Fort Scott on January 30.

A Three Independence visitors came in one car on
—ebruary 22.

A Results are presented June 5.

A Fort Scott uses the results for further discussion and
action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
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I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?
I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to change;ibr the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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A 2010 Census Population 8,087
(down 2.5% since 2000K)S= +6.1%

A 2017 Estimate is 7,822
(down 5.7% since 20005= +8.0%

A 90.3% high school or GED, 17.3% college educated,
I 90.5% HS or equivalency, KS 32.3% college education,

A Poverty rate 18.7% (KS=12.8%)
A Median Age 37.6 years (36.3)
A Median household income is $31,54855,477)

* 2000 Census was 8,297

Kg%}gdge (Source: www.Factfinder.census.gov)



Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.
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no one is noticing or talking about it.

A Only 36% lived there previously.

A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothédith
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

A 46% of Kansans move every year.

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons
they come are:
I Simpler pace of life
I Safety and Security
I Low housing cost
PGl A0 AY (GKS (2L mn NBI
A If you bring 7 people to a 700 citizen town every yeat
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IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.
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A We are our own worst enemiedNe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.
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A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers
meal.
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older, 30% of those are over 75.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not

nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain
seniors.

- Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesotattp://z.umn.edu/braingain/

Ben Winchester was our guest on the
March 1, 2019 First Friday Call.
See the recording at:
https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/
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http://z.umn.edu/braingain/
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

RSTALE

A Websitehttps://www.fscity.org/

Government

Services Community

Fort Scott

Aquatic Center

Buck Run Community Center
Fisher Park

Fort Scott Lake

Gunn Park

LaRoche Baseball Complex

Rock Creek Lake
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Home > Government» Depariments» Parks & Recreation» LaRoche Baseball Complex

LaRoche Baseball Complex

In the News

o Fort Scott Chamber of Commerce

o Fort Scott Tribune

« Topeka Capital-Journal



https://www.fscity.org/
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A Websitehttps://www.fscity.org/
A A wealth of information is available online.

A Both the Fort Scott Chamber of Commerce and the
City of Fort Scott have very welésigned, eastio-
navigate websites with an abundance of community
Information and links to additional resources.

A On the city website, the link to available housing is
broken. Fort Scott

Link Retrieved 5/30/19

We're sorry, but there is not a web page matching your entry.

d: https://www.fscity.org/239/Available-Properties-Sites
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K STATE Web Presence
AFacebookd C2 NI { O20 02 Y/

A Visit Fort Scothttps://www.facebook.com/visitfortscottks/

n Visit Fort Scott KS %" Nancy Home Create
(:él:(?
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v1sltfortscott com

Visit Fort Scott KS

@visitfortscottks

Event!

Photos i Like X\ Follow # Shar o

Post:
Communi S

About 6 = ty

i ) 2L Invite your friends to like this Page

Services :
s 2,560 people like this

Vid A Photo/Video Friends @ Checkin

8 g ° S\ 2,589 people follow this

Community : : . :
AL Christopher Petty likes this or has checked in

Join My List y
© 234 check-ins

Create a Page

About See All



https://www.facebook.com/visitfortscottks/

RSTALE \Web Presence
AFacebookd C2 NI { O200Z Y{§

A Fort Scott Chambeiittps://www.facebook.com/fortscottchamber/

n Fort Scott Area Chamber of Commerce %9 " Nancy Home  Create

of Commerce
PPORTNG BusiNEs EST. 1842
BaLowG COMMUNITY, .-~ B
PromorpaSeretd '
FORT SCOTT AREA
AMRER-OF (OMMERCE Fost Sor
ForrCeorricom Ktm
'0)-245-FORT
Fort Scott Area
Chamber of
Commerce @
@fortscottchamber
Home i Like X\ Follow # Share Watch Video @ Send Mes:
Photos
Videos ) 4.4 out of 5 - Based on the opinion of
v Write a post.. people
Posts ®
St @ Photo/Video 8 Tag Friends 9 Check in Community
About 2L Invite your friends to like this Page
Community Photos s 3,141 people like this
Pay ; S\ 3,273 people follow this
Join My List 2L Christopher Pett'y and 3 other friends |
or have checked in
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https://www.facebook.com/fortscottchamber/
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ACl OSo02 21 GC2NI {020l
A Fort Scott, Kansalttps://www.facebook.com/places/Things
to-do-In-FortScottKansas/104051449631199/

A A Facebookgenerated page
5] Fort oot Kanses
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https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Fort-Scott-Kansas/104051449631199/

K-STATE Web Presence

A FaceBook

I At least 85 (!) other Fort Scott pages.
I An opportunity for canarketing.

n fort scott, ks Q %" Nancy Home

All Posts People Photos Videos Marketplace Pages Places Groups A

Filter Results

. . English (
Visit Fort Scott KS 1l Like Francais
PE- E 3 VERIFIED 2 5K like this - Fort Scott, Kansas - Landmark & Historical Place
g Verified General Information -Any comment submitted to this page is subject to Privacy
Cookies
Faceboo
CATEGORY
O iR Fort Scott, Kansas 1 Like
Lres] BrisfTess o7 EEEe 3.2K like this - Fort Scott, Kansas - City
Fort Scott is a city in and the county seat of Bourbon County, Kansas, .
Company, Organization or
Institution
Brand or Product “— :
Fort Scott Jobs - Fort Scott, Kansas 1l Like

/]
Artist, Band or Public Figure

: 4 |W§£‘TED| 338 like this - Fort Scoft, Kansas - Community Organization
e Poctei

Entertainment P Fort Scott Jobs is a page to promote employment available in Fort Sco...

Cause or Community

Fort Scott Area Chamber of Commerce @ 1l Like
3.1K like this - Fort Scott, Kansas - Public & Government Service

The Fort Scott Area Chamber of Commerce is an organization advocati.

Fort Scott Police Department 1l Like
3K like this - Fort Scott, Kansas - Police Station

Serving and protecting the community today for a better tomorrow.
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Fort Scott Community College 1l Like

5.8K like this - Fort Scott, Kansas - College & University

b
\ 1919-201% Learn more about FSCC at fortscott edu
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A Traveling straight through on the main highway, it
would be easy to miss the best parts of the
community.

A Many vacant commercial buildings.
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Welcome sign on the south is professional but not
colorful, it nearly blends into the landscape.

Abortion sign is a bit startling and could be a turnoff
to visitors.
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K-STATE
A Entrance from NE side (from Nevada, MO) is not

welcoming or attractive.

A The sign at the rec center is hard to see because of
bushes.




K-STAT

A ana exten

A Historical pride in its history, quaint downtown.
A Great signage for key points in the area.

Knowledge
JorLife



R a C AadS/ dzu S €

Knowledge
f fe



A Many vacant business buildings and vacant lots
between buildings.




K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Memorial Hall, county courthouse, large banks and
churches all were very attractive and impressive
buildings.

Wrww| W R
1 ’ " e — .




RSTALE

A Fort adjacent to downtown is very beneficial and
well-kept.

A All brick streets are interesting from a historical
perspective, but difficult to maintain.




RSTALE

A Downtown banners were due for a changet. Some still
had holiday banners on Feb 22.

A Not much retail selection downtown, with many flea markets.
A Customer service and product quality was not uniformly good




A Plenty of trash receptacles and benches, did not locate any
public WiFi downtown.
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A Saw something that looked like public bathrooms, but they

had a sign on them that said closed for thimter.

Aal 1S &2dz2NJ NBaAaUGNR2Y Fdzys oAl
make your store fun to capture them on the way out.




A Parking was plentiful, but accessing multiple services was
hampered by the number of empty buildings.

| appreciated the
displays in the
empty windows.
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Downtown Busi A
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K-STATE Downtown Busmess Are
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are




