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A Columbus asked for First Impressions, | obtained
Garnett as its partner; 1% hour drive.

A | trained the volunteers about the visit and survey
and took photos of Columbus on January 17.

A 6 Columbus visitors came in three cars and
submitted reports.

A Results are presented tonight, April 15.

A Garnett uses the results for further discussion and
action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
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I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?
I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to change;ibr the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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A 2010 Census Population 3,415
(Up 1.4% since 2000R)S= +6.1%

A 2017 Estimate is 3,251
(down 3.5% since 20005= +8.0%

A 91.8% high school or GED, 21.4% college educated,
I 90.5% HS or equivalency, KS 32.3% college education,

A Poverty rate 17.2% (KS=12.8%)
A Median Age41.6 years (36.3)
A Median household income is $33,34655,477)

* 2000 Census was 3,368

Kg%}gdge (Source: www.Factfinder.census.gov)



Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.

A Brain Gain (3@9 year olds moving torutal A & |
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no one Is noticing or talking about it.

A Peopleresearch a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothédith
UONF VaLR2NIOFGAZ2ZY YR AYy(S!
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

A 46% of Kansans move every year.

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons
they come are:
I Simpler pace of life
I Safety and Security
I Low housing cost
PGl A0 AY (GKS (2L mn NBI
A If you bring 7 people to a 700 citizen town every yeat

AY Mn &SI NR @& 2 dzQftmattdtst 1D S
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.
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A We are our own worst enemiesWe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.
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A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers
meal.
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older, many are over 75.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not

nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain
seniors.

- Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesotattp://z.umn.edu/braingain/

Ben Winchester was our guest on the
March 1, 2019 First Friday Call.
See the recording at:
https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/
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http://z.umn.edu/braingain/
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/
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A Website https://www.simplygarnett.com/
Came up first on the search.

https://www.simplygarnett.com

gested Sites #® BCBSKS B Calculators & Conv... Flicker G Google m Rates [ Rewards ™9 Topekaand Shawne.. [3 amazon.com Eric D... Imported From IE [ ProgressiveChristia... The 7 Top Websites..

Simply. .Garett, Kansas
CITY OF GARNETT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GARNETT TOURISM



https://www.simplygarnett.com/

K-STATE

A Prior to the visit, | searched for and found many
items | was lookingpr.

Ad{AYLX & DIFNYySaGadé¢ Gl 3t Ay

A Easy to navigate, nice graphics, will use this as a
NBE&2dz2NOS & L dzZLJRIFGS 2 dz

A Recommend a search bar.

A Love the calendar with all the events and street map.

A Could not find links to schools or museums.
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K-STATE \Web Presence
A FaceBooknttps://iwww.facebook.com/garnettks/
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Small, Sevene, Simply Garnest,
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Garnett, Kansas

@garnettks
Home
Posts
Events i Like X\ Follow 4 Share
Videos
Create Post
Photos
About 0 w Write a post
Community @
Info and Ads a Photo/Video g Tag Friends ° Check in
ABOUT GARNETT, KANSAS
Create a Page
Fosy Check Out Our Story
Garnett, Kansas oo Gamett is the home of the Lake Gamett
10 Grand Prix Revival (www.lggpr.org),
Knowled . Cornstock (www. (:ofnstockggp @
fOTLlfe Are you ready to shop 'til you drop! Grab some breakfast at the VFW dhize

before you head outl See More


https://www.facebook.com/garnettks/

K-STATE Web Presence

A FaceBook
iLOBS ySOSNI 488y a2 YIy.

community: An opportunity for emarketing.

All Posts People Photos Videos Marketplace Pages Places Groups Apps Events

Filter Results English (US) - Espafiol - Portugués

GARNETy Garnett, Kansas b Like Frangais (France) - Deutsch
Pﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂi VERIFIED PR 4.6K like this - Gamett, Kansas - City

Verified 20+ Matching Posts y - Terms - Advertising - Ad
This is the official Facebook page for the City of Garneit, Kansas. We . - More -
Facebook & 2019

CATEGORY
+) Any category Garnett, KS P.T.O. 1l Like

330 like this - Monprofit Organization
Welcome to the Gameit, KS USD 365 PTO page. The PTO will use thi...

Local Business or Place

Company, Organization or
Institution

Brand or Product

Artist, Band or Public Figure 1 Garnett, Kansas
| 768 like this - Garnett, Kansas - City
Garnett is a city in and the county seat of Anderson County, Kansas, U...

1l Like

Entertainment

Cause or Community

Garnett Area Chamber of Commerce @ 1l Like

1.1K like this - Garnett, Kansas - Monprofit Organization
Helping Businesses Succeed

Fuller-Thompson American Legion Post 48 - il Like
Garnett, KS
49 like this - Gamett, Kansas - Monprofit Organization

The Fuller-Thompson American Legion Post 48 meets on the second M...
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K-STATE

Research and Extension

A Large beautiful houses on West with a
divided street.
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A It charmed me instantly. City works quickly cleared
the recent snow. Wide array of local restaurants and
businesses that feel like a small town.

A Wayfinding signs were spain with consistent
Simply Garnett logo. Street signs Iarge and easy to
read.
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A Merchants downtown had their sidewalks cleared
before noon.

A Downtown lights with light poles are very nice.

A Anderson County Historical Museum had a fence
surrounding it which made It look like a detention
center. \
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The first impression coming
Into downtown is a little
chaotic, with cars in the
middle of the street.

This Google Earth photo from
June 2014 must have occurred on
Sunday morning and shows the

wide open alternative.
Retrieved from Internet April 13, 2019




K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Large downtown square with old buildings and some
empty properties.

A The customer service throughout was exceptional.
All are positive about their city.
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A Downtown was clean and welken care of.
Wayfinding signs are a great addition.

A Business signage was sometimes difficult to read
from venhicles.
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RSTALE

A Loved the sitting area and mural neard- £ 2.1 y Q&

A No one provided negative recommendations or
feedback regardlng competltlon It gave a sense of
community. §
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Mostly serviceoriented businesses around the
square, several local restaurants, antique/flea
markets, noveltyKnickknack). Stores were very
clean.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are:




K-STATE

SLAs Downtown Business Are
A Garnett had public restrooms, benches, waste receptacles an
was clean.

A Busy downtown with lots of cars, but it was easy to park and

reach everything from one place on nicelgred for
sidewalks.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Public wifi may have been available at the Library.

A The library had a lovely outside garden/reading spot,
odzi A0 ¢l a f201SR a2z I L
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K-STATE Other Retail Shopping Ares

A Shopping areas were convenient with a variety of
local and franchise shops.




K-STATE Other Retail Shopping Ares

A Large super market with pharmacy, right by
downtown.

0

Knowledge
JorLife




RSTALE

AhyS OFNJ OAaAAUSR yR Sya:
the unpaved parking lot seemed treacherous.
A The flower shop had traffic even on a snowy day.
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K STATE Industrial Parks/Commercic
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clearly marked. Our online research showed the City

website has a great selection of industrial properties
F g At 0fSY 0dzi RAR y20 -




A A driveby is not how industry will find you, check
with your local Eco Devo director to make sure your
site Is listed oh.ocationOne® Kansas Department of
Commerce.

Observation:

AGIOYINBLINBYSdzNBE ¢K2 OK2z22aS O
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
' YAGSR {{GF0Sa SOSNE &SI N

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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K-STATE Health Care Service

A Anderson County Hospital was one of the newer
buildings In the area. Very wahaintained,
landscaping, and parking. Another great asset in tl

community. !
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RSl Health Care Service
At KEaAaAOAlIyQa Of AYAO 61 & ySI NJ
optometrist, pharmacy and an audiologist.




Long Term Care

A
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City appears accommodating to the aging
population. The senior center, assisted living, long
term care, community resources, delivery of
prescriptions, medical (doctors, optometrists,
hearing aids, dentists, etc.) are assets in rural
communities.




K-STATE Health Care Service

Long Term Care

A Three centers: Anderson County Hospital Residential Living
Center, Golden Heights Living Center and Guest Home Estate

E L3 | 1

*‘*] Guest Home :
; ' | Estates VII ‘i ik
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