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The process
ÅBurden asked for First Impressions, obtained Goesel

as its partner;  1½  hour drive.  

ÅI trained the volunteers about the visit and survey 
and took photos of Goessel on October 17. *

ÅFour Burden visitors visited in October/November.

ÅResults are presented tonight, January 21, 2020

ÅGoessel uses the results for further discussion and 
action plans. 

* A visitor took photos two weeks later and some of her 
photos are included. 



Why: First Impressions?  
ÅFeedback:  

How does a first-time visitor view my town? 

ïEvaluate successes, 

ïSet goals and priorities for next steps. 

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΥ 

ïBe curious, Why does the visitor see it this way? 

ïIs the observation worth considering? 

ïWhat can we do to change itςor the perception? 

Curiosity:  A strong desire to know or learn something.
-Oxford Living Dictionary



Research on Brain Gain 
Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural. 

ÅRural is changing, not dying. 

ÅBrain Gain (30-пф ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊǳǊŀƭύ ƛǎ ŀ άƴŜǿ 
ǘǊŜƴŘέ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ тлΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
no one is noticing or talking about it.

ÅOnly 36% lived there previously. 

ÅPeople research a number of places before they 
move to a rural town. 

ÅRural is in the middle of everywhere. You live one 
place, work another and play another.With 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 



Research on Brain Gain 
Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

Å46% of Kansas households moved between 1995-1999. 

ÅIn a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons 
they come are: 

ïSimpler pace of life

ïSafety and Security 

ïLow housing cost

ïά! ƧƻōΣέ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ мл ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ 

ÅάLƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέfalse

ÅGet to know each other, invite them to a newcomers 
meal. 



Research on Brain Gain 

ÅIf you bring 7 people to a 700 citizen town every year 
ƛƴ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ мл҈ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΦIt matters! It 
is a challenge with housing, but it is achievable. 

ÅWe are our own worst enemies.We must monitor 
our customer service and what we say.It matters.

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŀƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜǊΦέ   !ƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ  



Research on Brain Gain 

Å75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and 
older.  30% are over 75.

ÅHousing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire 
and move closer to medical services. 

ÅRural communities need retirement housing (not 
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain 
seniors.- Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,  
University of Minnesota

Ben Winchester, our guest on the 
March 2019 First Friday Call and again March 2020

See the recording at: 
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/


Data
Å2010 Census Population  539 

(down 4.6% since 2000*) KS= +6.1%

Å2017 Estimate is 503 
(down 11.0% since 2000) KS= +8.0%

Å91.5% high school or GED, 23.7% college educated, 

ïKS: 90.5% HS or equivalency, 32.3% college education,

ÅPoverty rate 3.0% (KS=12.8%)

ÅMedian Age 47.6 years (36.3) 

ÅMedian household income is $50,625 ($55,477)

* 2000 Census was 565

(Source:  www.Factfinder.census.gov)



Web Presence
ÅWebsite

ïhttps://www.goesselks.com/

ÅFinding information was simple.  The 
newsletter on the City website is informative. 

ÅThe websites gave me 
an accurate picture of 
ǿƘŀǘ LΩŘ ŦƛƴŘΦ

ÅLots of online sources 
of information. 

https://www.goesselks.com/


Web Presence
ÅWebsite

Åhttps://www.goesselmuseum.com/

ÅThe best website is the Mennonite Heritage 
Museum.  

ÅThe site has many 
nice photos and 
easy to find 
information about
the museum hours.

https://www.goesselmuseum.com/


Web Presence
ÅFaceBookGet Goessel 
https://www.facebook.com/goessel.kansas/

https://www.facebook.com/goessel.kansas/


Web Presence
ÅFaceBook



Web Presence
ÅFaceBook
Å https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Goessel-Kansas/108579869166757/

ïA Facebook generated page.  

ïThe Get Goessel page ranks 
higher; the City of Goessel 
page ranks lower. 

ïThis page could be taken
over, if you choose to.

https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Goessel-Kansas/108579869166757/


άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ
ÅL ƪŜǇǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǉǳŀƛƴǘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻǿƴΦέ 

ÅHousing stood out as well-kept with a variety of 
ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ 



άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ
ÅNo downtown, most businesses are located along 

the highway which is the main street. 

ÅAttractive Welcome signs as you enter. 



άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ
ÅAll signage was in good condition with adequate 

signage to places of interest. 

ÅOne detraction from the overall 
attractive appearance was a vacant
ƭƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳƻǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
sign that seemed unfriendly.  
άtwL±!¢9 twht9w¢¸Φέ 



άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ
ÅThe AlexanderwohlChurch is a beautiful landmark 

on the outskirts of town with signage about its 
significance. 



Downtown Business Area
ÅNo downtown area.  The highway through town has 

the business district. 

ÅSeveral historic buildings on main street appear in 
decent shape; some are being utilized.



Downtown Business Area
ÅLincoln Perk: a small eatery just inside the Bethesda 

Home. 

ÅGrocery Store, Tire Store with an attached gas pump, 
two banks, Post Office, Library, City Office and 
Electric business. 



Downtown Business Area
ÅYŜƛǘƘΩǎ CƻƻŘǎΥ  ŀƭƭ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩŘ 
need, a neat appearance, clean restroom, lunch 
items and friendly help.   The owner has diversified 
his services to make the store sustainable and keep 
prices competitive.



Downtown Business Area
Amenities: 

ÅParking is easy, benches in front of Bethesda Home 
and City hall, wi-fi and public restrooms in the city 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǘǊŀǎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ YŜƛǘƘΩǎ CƻƻŘǎΦ 



Other Retail Shopping Areas
ÅNo other retail, unless you count the gift shop 

at the Mennonite Museum. One visitor noted 
the items she purchased at the gift shop 
there.

ÅIŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΥ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ 
leave some cash as they drive through? 



Industrial Parks/Commercial
ÅA variety of commercial property on the main 

street, industrial properties are primarily on 
the east side of town. 

ÅThe abandoned hospital used to be a print 
shop and may have a new owner with plans. 



Industrial Parks/Commercial

Observation: 
Åά9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦέ

ÅGlobal marketing makes your town accessible to the world.  



Health Care Services
ÅGoessel does not have any emergency medical 

services, but Newton and Moundridge are close with  
full-service hospital and medical offices.  

Å/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ άaŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ ǘŀō ƻƴ /ƛǘȅ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ άaƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
town needs.  



Health Care Services
Long-term Care

ÅBethesda Home:  43 rooms of long-term nursing care 
and 10 assisted living rooms.   Numerous 
independent living facilities in the surrounding area. 



Housing
ÅThis is where Goessel shines. 

ÅOnly 2 or 3 blighted homes in town.

ÅA great selection of good quality, well-maintained 
homes that appeal to a variety of incomes. 

ÅNeatly manicured lawns and well-kept homes. 

ÅNice to see construction underway. 



Housing



Housing
ÅI saw only one home for rent and one business 

building for rent. 



Housing
ÅI noticed an income-eligible housing and Bethesda 

Home rental for seniors.  I saw numerous duplexes 
ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀƴȅ άŦƻǊ wŜƴǘέ ǎƛƎƴǎΦ 



Housing data
KANSAS 

ÅTotal Housing Units 312

ÅTotal Occupied Houses286 (91.7%)  (89.1%) 

ÅVacant Houses 26 (8.3%) (10.7%)

*In 2010,  there were 206 occupied housing units 

ÅOwner Occupied 230 (80.4%) (66.4%) 

ÅRenter Occupied 56 (19.6%) (33.6%)

ÅFamily Households 62.9% (65.4%) 

ÅNon-family Household 37.1% (34.6%)



Schools
ÅPrivate preschool, Elementary, Junior and Senior High 

Schools in Goessel. 

ÅThe buildings are nice and, as a parent I would feel 
safe sending my child to school. 

Å{ƛƎƴŀƎŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ  ōŜ 
clear which building is which. 



Schools
ÅtǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ Ǉƭŀȅ 

equipment.  

ÅSolar Panel on the school gave the school an 
impressive sense of being progressive.  The school 
website monitored how much energy it produced. 



School Information
Åbƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ άǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
ǇǊƛŘŜέ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

ÅYŜƛǘƘΩǎ CƻƻŘǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ά.ƭǳŜōƛǊŘ .ŀŎƪŜǊǎέ 
membership form. 

ÅVisitors quoted various sources of statistics 
that prove the schools are good. 



School Information
ÅStudent accomplishments are not evident on 

the school website.  

What do you love
about your school?

School websites are 
helpful to potential 
students and their 
families.  



Childcare

ÅOne childcare home

ÅThe school has taken over the preschool. 

Marion County Data: 
Å Number of Children Under Age 6: 850

Å Children with all parents in the workforce: 68% 

Å Desired Capacity of Child Care Centers 233

Å Extent that desired capacity meets potential need 40%

Å Creating a Child Care Action Plan  
https://ks.childcareaware.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Draft-Child-Care-Supply-Demand-Action-Plan.pdf

Contact ks.childcareaware.org to get access to local child care specialists. 
785-823-3343 

Source   http://www.ks.childcareaware.org/2017 -supply-demand-county-profiles/

https://ks.childcareaware.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Draft-Child-Care-Supply-Demand-Action-Plan.pdf
http://www.ks.childcareaware.org/2017-supply-demand-county-profiles/


Faith/Religion
ÅVisitors reported 2-3? Mennonite Churches, one 

could use a fresh sign.  



Civic
Å4-H

ÅGoessel Community Foundation 

ÅSenior Center was a project of 
the Community Foundation.



Public Infrastructure
ÅStreets varied from gravel to paved. 

ÅParts of town have gravel roads which were dusty 
and had a wash board. όǎŜŜ άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎύ


