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A McFarland asked for First Impressions, Delphos
agreed to be its partner; 1:45 min drive.

A | trained McFarland volunteers about the visit and
survey on October 7 and took photos.

A 3 visitors from Delphos visited in September.

A Results presented at a community meeting Nov 14,
2024

A McFarland uses the results for further discussion anc
action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
ALF @2dz R2y QU | ANBS 4
I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?

I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to changecior the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.
ABrainGain (3@ ¢ &SI NJ 2f Ra Y2 OJA\
o)

0ONBYREéE OGKIG KI & SSy KI |
A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothanith
UONJF VaLR2NIOFGAZ2Y YR AYy(S!
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
A 46% of Kansas households moved between 10889

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons they
come are:

I Simpler pace of life,

I Safety and security,

I Affordable housing,

I Outdoor recreation,

I Quality schools

Pa! dAYQI AY GKS (2L mn NBI
A Communities can work together to attract newcomers and

create quality of life for everyone.
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A Get to know each othek Y A0S (GKSY 1z
meal.

A If you bring 3 people to a 36ftizen town every year
AY mMn @S| NARZI &2 dzimdterdlt O ¢
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedVe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.

A52y Qi aleés a,2dz KIFIgS (2
'y Ay aARSNIE |l YR R2Yy Qi
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota

Ben Winchester was our guest on fhiest Friday Call.
7112/2024; 3/6/2020; 3/1/2019

See the recordings abttps://bit.ly/ks-first-impressions
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https://bit.ly/ks-first-impressions

K- STATE
A 2023 KS Certified Populatior277 [ 9.5 % since 201
A 2013 Ks Certified Populatior253
A Medianhouseholdncome: $70, 417  $68,925

A Highschoolor GED 94% 91.6%
A AtleastaB.S Degree 14% 34.%%
A MedianAge: 28.9years 3/.6years
A Persons 65 and Over 10% 17.2%

Blue:Kansas Comparison Data

Knowledge (Source: Kansas Secretary of State Division of the Budget Certified Population Data 2024, 2014;
JerLife Census.gov)
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A MovedsincelLastYear
(20182022)

Consider the margin of error of 10%

21% 14.6%

A Povertyrate 504 12%

(% of people below poverty line) 17% of Children and
6% of Seniors below the poverty line

Race/Ethnicity

White: 83% Americanindian: 0%
Black: 0% Native Hawailan/Other Paci
Asian: 0% Islander: 0%

Other: 0% Twoor moreraces: 4%

Not Hispanic/Latino: 87¢ Hispanic or Latino: 12%

Blue:Kansas Comparison Data
Kj’%ﬁi"z@’flgdge Source: 2022 ACS lyear estimates https://data.census.gov )



https://data.census.gov/

K-STATE
A Website

\Web Presence

https://www.wbcounty.org/home/pages/mcfarland&kansas

WABAUNSEE E)a
COUNTY

arland, Kansas

McFarland offers a lovely residential area with easy-access to great schools, churches and businesses. Well-situated along
Interstate 70 between Manhattan, Wamego and Topeka- just minutes away to regional employment and service centers!

The history and pattern of McFarland is the same of many small towns in Kansas. It came to exist because of the railroad and
has experienced boom and bust. McFarland was founded in 1887 by S.R. Fairfield. McFarland was incorporated in 1903. The
town was platted at the Rock Island Railroad point where the rail branched northwest to Denver and the Pacific coast, as well
branching southwest toward the Gulf of Mexico. Railroad activity peaked in the 1920’s then began to dwindle in the 1950’s as
railroad facilities were reduced in town. Although there is little business in McFarland, this small bedroom community is actually
seeing a population increase in recent years.

Please drive through and consider this small town for your home or even small business! It's a nice, quiet town and home to 253
people!

The McFarland PRIDE organization manages the schedule and maintenance of the Baseball Diamond, helps with the fabulous
city park, and hosts family friendly activities as various holidays throughout the year.

Contact a McFarland PRIDE Committee Member for more information: McFarland PRIDE
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https://www.wbcounty.org/home/pages/mcfarland-kansas
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What is the Kansas PRIDE Program?

The Kansas PRIDE program is a volunteer,
grassroots effort to improve the quality of life in
local communities. Each Kansas community is
unique and shares a common bond: a rich
heritage based on self-reliance and community
pride. Since 1970, the Kansas PRIDE program
has assisted and encouraged communities to
prepare for the future by building on their past and
forming a vision of the future. The goal of PRIDE
is to help maximize community and economic
development efforts by encouraging all groups to
coordinate and work collaboratively for the better
of the community.

McFarland PRIDE Committee Contacts:

Chair - Ed Dillingham 785-765-3785

edillingham@kdheks.gov

785-765-3477
mponte1@embargmail.com

Secretary - Marilyn Ponte

Treasurer - Angie Boeckman 785-765-3651
PO Box 125
McFarland KS 66501

angieboeckman@stockgrowers.biz

Why Do You Live in McFarland?!

Isit...
The Quality of Life
The Friendly, Small Town
A Safe Community
Sense of Community
A Good Place to Raise a Family
Proximity to Interstate
A Quiet Community
The Good School System
The Small Town Atmosphere?!

\Web Presence

McFarland PRIDE is supported by:
+ K-State Research & Extension
+ Kansas Department of Commerce
« Wabaunsee Co Economic Development
« The City of McFarland

What would YOU like to see happen?

« Highway clean-up

« Landscaping

« Park Projects

« Community Projects

« Fresh Paint around town

» Seasonal Festivities: Halloween,

Christmas Decor

» Assistance for Elderly - winterizing
homes, raking leaves, shoveling
snow, mowing, tree trimming

» And Many other opportunities for
McFarland !!!

Please fill in the blank and return to
the Post Office Suggestion Box:

Suggestions:
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https://mcfarlandkansas.com/
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K-STATE Web Presence
A Facebook

McFarland, Kansas

City - 29 mi - 122 likes Like
McFarland is a city in Wabaunsee County, Kansas, United States. As of

the 2010 census, the city population was 256.HistoryMcFarland was...

...  The McFarland SC
o Pages —2=% Community Center - Not yet rated (2 Reviews) - 29 mi - 271  Follow
followers - 10+ posts in the last 2 weeks

McFarland, Kansas % ]
McFarland City Like
Local Business - 29 mi - 122 likes
City of McFarland Kansas
Government Official - 65 followers Follow

Live, work and play in McFarland, small town proud and located
glong the beautiful Mill Creek Valley

2 KSYy L &SI NOK CIF0S06221 FT2NJ daOCIFINIIFIYyR YIyal
that other towns and resources are nearby.
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A Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/places/Thing®-do-in-McFarlandKansas/109292585757304/

AFaceboolgenerated  whrewc

page reminds us of thing \
within easy driving R
distance in Topeka, MHK ® &¥&
and Wamego.

' histro

Bluestem Bistro

McFarland, Kansas
City:- 29 mi - 122 likes

Upcoming Events More even

Recommended Today Thisweek  This Month

o a2
.
|
‘ |
| =
| —
= ' 4

NQV Wamego, KS - On The Hook NQV Season of Lights 2024 NQV Worship Service

5 DPESR3 . waters Hare 30 S5un4:00 PM- Downtown W: 3 Men 10:00 AM . Wamego M

142 guests are going 4509 guests are going 3 guests are going
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https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-McFarland-Kansas/109292585757304/

N

AaCSI
are quite old, but
NUMEerous pPosts
were made In
October.

&t 5T

...  The McFarland SC
S Community Center - Not yet rated (3 Reviews) - 29 mi - 271
followers - 10+ posts in the last 2 weeks

Posts About Mentions

Follow

Intro

© Page - Community Center

The McFarland SC

- 181 likes - 271 followers

Q Search

Reviews  Followers Photos More ~ e

Featured

. The McFarland SC

November 16, 20230
TEAM McFarland, the McF SC,
and “For the @ of McFarland™

& 503 Main Street, McFarland, KS, United States
Kansas

ws.w The McFarland SC

November 16, 20230

*

~

W Notyet rated (3 Reviews) @

Photos

[ S NOKY «a
update feature
aU2NRASaE A
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LIGHT
CONTEST

have lots in store for our... .
e R
(EILS “

G Gy

Christros Careling

See all photos

2 DECEMBER 17

Posts

2% Filters

. The McFarland SC
4h-0

In September McFarland participated in the “First Impressions™ program
through K-State Research and Extension. There will be presentation held at the
McF SC on Thurs,, 11-14 @ 630 pm to discuss the findings.
Background: Volunteers from McFarland recently visited Delphos, XS and visa
versa. The voluntzers toured both cities and were assigned with providing
information on their “first impressions” of the cities.
All citizens are encouraged to attend and learn how others v... See more



K-STATE Web Presence
A Facebook

McFarland City

Local business - Unofficial Page @

MCFarland City Home About Photos b Like
Local Business - 29 mi - 122 likes Aboik

Seeall Postsabout McFarland City

Dorine Schley is at McFarland City
© McFariand, KS February 15, 2019 - McFarland - @
Margaret J. Schley thinking of you, Todd, & Small Fry. Made some delicious K-
State blueberry muffins. Want me to bring some next week? ¢ ¢ Yum, yum.

9 Batter tasted good.
b 20 people fiks this
#2 20 people follow this
@ 347 people checked in here
@ nhttp://mcfarlandks.com/
. (785) 765-2265
B Local Business
© Page transparency See all

Facebook is showing informatior
und nd the purpose of a Pag
by people who manage and post content.

M page created - July 9, 2015

Privacy - Consumer Health Privacy - T
Choices [» - Cookies - More - Meta © 2

= - Advertising - Ad

02 1 comment

iy Like (D Comment & Co # Share
Knowledge = B
forLife



K-STATE Web Presence
A Facebook

City of McFarland Kansas

65 followers + 1 following AL El @ Follow O Search
Posts About Mentions Reviews Followers Photos More = B
Intro Featured
Live, work and play in McFarland, small town proud City of McFarland Kansas
and located along the beautiful Mill Creek Valley September 29, 20209

Welcome to McFarland, Kansas
@ Page - Government Official

City of McFarland Kansas & 518 Rock Island Rd. / PO Box 183, McFarland, K, McFarland is located in the...
’ United States, Ka
Government Official - 65 followers rited sietes, fansas

Live, work and play in McFarland, small town proud and located
along the beautiful Mill Creek Valley i mcfarland.city.clerk@hatmail.com

@ sites.google.com/site/mcfarlandkansas/home

', (785) 765-2265

SITES.GOOGLE.COM
© Closed now McFarland Kansas
W Not yet rated (0 Reviews) @
Posts *; Filters

Photos See all photos

C

Privacy - Consumer Health Privacy - Terms - Advertising - Ad -
Choices [> - Cookies - More - Meta © 2024 For those who have not returned their Lead

& Copper Survey:
Please add the year house was built &
current plumbing installed.

i City of McFarland Kansas
May 17, 2023 . @

Knowledge
forLife



A Facebook
I McFarland City Government has a FB page.

I One FB page looked official but was kept by a
private citizen. When we called, it was not a
working number or there was no answer.

I 1t would be nice if the FB page listed activities.

Knowledge
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A Two McFarland signs, nice streets, muvakry nice!

A Welcome signs and the area around it were well
maintained.

A The city and most homes were very well maintained.
A Nice street signs, nice cemetery signs.

Al Até 1 FHff 5SLI20 NBTFf SOU!
A It was nice not to hear dogs barking.

A Wi-Fi sign was easy to read at entrance.
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Downitown

A There is only a post office. Other buildings are
vacant.

A Rundown buildings look hazardous. The pop
machine worked.

A The bank is being renovated and is beautiful.

A One could imagine Main Street in its booming
days. Lovely building structures, street signs,
directions to the park, and Alma are clear.

A Lovely historic railroad flags on downtown
street poles.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Ares




K-STATE Downtown Business Ares
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K-STATE Downtown Parking and More

A Plenty of parking everywhere we went.
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shopping.

A There are no fuel pumps in McFarland.

A McFarland residents are in the middle of
everywhere and get other services from
nearby cities.
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A Mc Farland is landlocked next to farm ground.

Observation:

AGOYINBLINSBY SdzNBE ¢K2 OK22aS O
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
''VAGSR {GFGdS&a SOSNE &SI NE

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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K-STATE

Research and Extension
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K-STATE Housino

A Lots of nice, newer homes, as well as middle
to lower-income housing.

A Some homes are not as wékpt as others.

A Many homes are decorated. We saw patriotic
and American pride.

A We saw one or two homes for sale.
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