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A Axtell asked for First Impressions, we asked Melvern
as Its partner; 2 hour drive Is a challenge.

A Jimlreyreceived City Council approval and enlisted
volunteers.

A | trained the volunteers about the visit and survey
and took photos of Melvern on August 21.

A Axtell visitors came in one car October 19 and
returned four surveys.

A Results are presented tonigh{Eeb-+1 March 5)

A Melvern uses the report to continue conversations
and planning.

Knowledge
forLife



" [~

A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
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I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?
I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to change;ibr the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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A 2010 Census PopulatioB85
(down 10.3% since 2000KS= +6.1%

A 2017 Estimate369
(down 14.0% since 20005= +8.4%

A 83.0% high school or GED, 10.6% college educated,
I 90.5% HS or equivalency, KS 32.3% college education,

A Poverty rate is 25.2% (KS=12.8%)
A Median Age 34.0 years (36.3)
A Median household income is $36,82%55,477)

* 2000 Census was 429

Kg%}gdge (Source: www.Factfinder.census.gov)
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\Web Presencs

Site Menu

¢ Home
Pictures
Town History
Services
Businesses
Schools
Churches
Groups

News

News Archive
Calendar of Events
Map & Directions

Recreation

Melvern Lake
Eisenhower Park
Pomona Lake
Railroad Park
Community Center
Riverfront Park

Submit an Event to the Calendar

Enter Your Name
Enter Your Event...

Weather Right Now:

AWebsite http://www.melvernks.com/

T

You are Welcome in Melvern

Welcome to the official site for the City of Melvern, Kansas. We are located on
K-31 highway 4 miles north of I-35 (exit 160) and 3 miles east of US 75 bordered
by the Marais des Cygnes River. The surrounding rural countryside is made up of
creeks, native timber, crop and pasture land. Two branches of the BNSF Railroad
come together here. We have close access to several Federal Reservoirs with
Melvern Lake being located only 4 miles west of town. The community is very
active and committed to maintaining the friendly rural values while moving into the
future. While you visit the site, check out the local businesses, recreation
opportunities and read our town history.
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Melvern, KS 66510 Directions Save

View larger map
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Contact Information

City Hall:

(785) 549-3447

141 SW Main Street
PO Box 116

Melvern, Kansas 66510

City Council

Mayor: Nancy Alley

City council meets
the 1st Monday of the
month @ 7:00 PM and
Melvern Muncipal Court
is the 1st Wednesday
@6:00 PM.

Basic Information

Zip Code: 66510
Area Code: 785
School District: USD
456

County: Osage
Founded: 1868

AT. & 5.F Pratt Truss Bridge was
placad on the Mational Register of
Historic Places in 2003
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A Website http://www.melvernks.com/

I A great job of presenting information to new
members of the community or those visiting. It
does need updated periodically.
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I It is missing valid information like the City Hall

pusiness hours. The website was second on the
Ist when searching yahoo for Melvern, KS.
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A Facebook

\Web Presencs

All Posts People Photos

sults
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Your Friends

Your Groups and Pages

B

Posts You've Seen

POSTED IN GROUP
* Any group
Your Groups

+ Choose a Group...

Knowledge TAGGED LOCATION

f“’Llfe * Anywhere

Trarnalsn KAamoase

Videos Marketplace Pages Places Grou

Melvern, KS 66510 + Join
Group - 599 members - 10+ posts a day

Melvern, Kansas - Or, anyone wishing to learn about Melvern
history. Also, a good place to get connected for anyone new that...
= 33 members said they went to Kansas State University

Melvern, Kansas il Like
293 like this - Melvern, Kansas - City

Melvern is a city in Osage County, Kansas, United States, along the
Marais des Cygnes River. As of the 2010 census, the city...

Melvern Lake Marina i Like
597 like this - Melvern, Kansas - Sports & Recreation

Welcome to the Facebook page for Melvern Lake Marina.

Homes for Rent and or Sale in Kansas + Join
Group - 18K members - 10+ posts a day

Buy and Sell Group - Kansas - Any rental homes, homes for sale,
people looking for rentals, people looking for acreage, things like...
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A Melvern, KS 66510
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\Web Presencs

Melvern, KS 66510

@ Public group

About
Discussion
Members

Events

Photos

Shortcuts

% Kansas PRIDE Pro...

20+

RECENT ACTIVITY

Ed EV shared a post.
b 21 hrs

It's been 2 weeks today:(

DESCRIPTION

For Past and Present people of Melvern. Or,
anyone wishing to learn about Melvern history.
Also, a good place to get connected for anyone
new that has moved into the area.

GROUP TYPE
Neighbors

LOCATION

o Melvern, Kansas

CREATE NEW GROUPS

Groups make it easier than ek Groun
ever to share with friends,

family and teammates.

Can AN
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A A Facebookgenerated page

\Web Presencs

T https://www.facebook.com/places/Thing®-do-in-

It is a good idea to
monitor these sites
to see how they

represent Melvern.
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MelvernKansas/104058419630389/

2

aaaaaa



https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Melvern-Kansas/104058419630389/
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caught my eye and excited me.
A Wondered if there had been storm damage.

A The majority of the housing properties did not have
well-kept lawns/landscaping.

A New City Hall building! Looked good and will be a
nice addition to the community.
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Jowntown

A Older buildings had character, some needkagp.

A The bar is closed and for sale.
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service. Love the atmosphere of the cafe.




Downiown B

A Community Building looked nice but not much on
the outside (flowers, signs).
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A New City Building. What will they do with the old
one?

A Town has lots of history.




Downitown

A The old car shop/filling station on the north end
would be neat fixed up. Maybe a town history
museum.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Everyone was very friendly.
A The old two story grocery store is a neat building.

A Also visited the bank. Loved the bank, friendly teller.
Again, lots of history.
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A Also visited the bank. Loved the bank, friendly teller.
Again, lots of history.

A Kramer Photography has some excellent photos on
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Jowntown

A Nice to have a car wash

Knowledge
JorLife



K-STATE Downtown Business Are

Downtown Public Amenities

A Street and sidewalks seem bare. Maybe add
planters along main street and at memorial
park. Clean up downtown sidewalk. Saw
mouse traps along sidewalk.

‘
\ B




DOWNIOWYr

Downtown Public Amenities

A Plenty of parking available. It was easy to park
and walk.

A Free WiFi at Library.
A Glad for an ATM




A A convenience store on the way to the lake
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what it as. Just looked like an old gas station.
No explanation of all the things available
Inside, especially for lake customers who
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K:STAT -
Industrial Parks/Commercie
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CITY OF ELYERN
WASTE WATER LAGOONS
KEEP OUT
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A No defined area that we could tell but possibly could
expand by the cap.

A Adrive-by is not how industry will find you, check
with your local Eco Devo director to make sure your
site Is listed oh.ocationOne® Kansas Department of
Commerce.

Observation
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responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
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A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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A Hospitals and physicians are in neighboring
communities.

A Volunteer EMS is actively engaged with training high
school students to be interested in EMS.

A There are no longerm care facilities.
/]

Health Care Access:

One citynotesdistances
to various health care
services on Its website.
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A So many homes seemed uncared for. Boardec
up windows, missing shingles, missing
paint/poor siding.

A There are a large number of trailer homes in
similar conditions.

A Yards are not taken care of throughout town.
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A Few homes in good shape that would appeal
to middle to upper income families.

A There are homes that would appeal to all
AYyO2YSa AT KSé ¢SNB)

A Perhaps look into available grants that would
provide assistance to replace bad siding. A
neighboring city did this, and the grant
covered half the cost of new siding.

A A city-wide clean up would do the town good.
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