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A Caldwell asked for First Impressions, Nickerson
agreed to be its partner; 1:45 min drive.

A | trained the volunteers about the visit and survey on
July 30 and took photos.

A 3 visitors visited on Friday, August 23
A Results presented on November 18, 2024

A Nickerson uses the results for further discussion and
action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
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I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?

I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to changecior the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.
ABrainGain (3@ ¢ &SI NJ 2f Ra Y2 OJA\
o)
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A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothanith
UONJF VaLR2NIOFGAZ2Y YR AYy(S!
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
A 46% of Kansas households moved between 10889

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons they
come are:

I Simpler pace of life,

I Safety and security,

I Affordable housing,

I Outdoor recreation,

I Quality schools

Pa! dAYQI AY GKS (2L mn NBI
A Communities can work together to attract newcomers and

create quality of life for everyone.
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A Get to know each othek Y A0S (GKSY 1z
meal.

A If you bring 7 people to a 76tizen town every year
AY mMn @S| NARZI &2 dzimdterdlt O ¢
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedVe have tomonitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota
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Ben Winchester was our guest on the
First Friday Call.
See the recording at:

https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurshiy

/


https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

A 2023 KS Certifieo
A 2013 KS Certifieo

Popu
Popu

atiol,053 Stable populatior
ation: 1,049

A Medianhouseholdncome: $50,350 $68.925

A Highschoolor GED

A AtleastaB.S Degree

A MedianAge:

A Persons 65 and Over

Blue:Kansas Comparison Data

(Source: Kansas Secretary of State Division of the Budget
Certified Population Data 2022; Census.gov)
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95% 91.8%
16% 34.4%

46.4years 37.6years

16% 17.2%



A MovedsincelLastYear
(20182022)*

A Povertyrate

(% of people below poverty line)

Race/Ethnicity

White: 88%

Black: 5%

Asian. %

Other: %

Hispanic or Latino: 5%

12% 14.6%

8% 12%

Americanindian: %

Native Hawaiian/Other Paci
Islander: %

Twoor moreraces: 6%
Not Hispanic or Latino: 94%

Blue:Kansas Comparison Data
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Source: 2022 ACS 1year estimates https://data.census.qgov )



https://data.census.gov/

A Each of us found a different website.
A City website was easy to navigate, but not the most
Informative.

I Possible additions: businesses, civic groups, health care,
schools.

A2S RARYQU FTAYR bAO]SNHE2\
left town.
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RSIAlE \Web Presence
A Website https://www.nickersonks.org/

@ Nickerson Kansas HOME imunity Information PayOnline

Welcome!
Like our Facebook page at

Elalole] Aol lldinelild el The city was incorporated here in Reno
) County on June 7, 1879, with a current
Sign up for FrontDesk population that is around 1040.
Nickerson has a Chamber of Commerce,
EMS, Library, Recreation Commission,
Post Office, Senior Center and a County
Fire Department.

Nickerson
1900

Consumer Confidence Report

There are several events that the citizens
can get involved with throughout the
year. We have a nice city park that offers
a quiet area for family reunions,

ARNERIFHOURS picnicking, or a place to take you children
EMERGENGIES to play. The park has barbeques, water, .
(MG ON22Y 5“2’7 restrooms, electricity access, sheltered Lleasiealpagoleadnthibelaly

picnic area, playground, basketball court, effice about any questions you may
volleyball courts, a splash pad and is have.

" across the street from the baseball
T%R%Esﬁéﬁ diamonds. Sincerely,

The Mayor and City Council
IE_ E For your convenience there is a local
SQ H.E E @ w = b=, grocery store, dining establishments

Click Here and area churches.
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https://www.nickersonks.org/

Web Presence
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Nickerson, Kansas

A Facebooki counted 40 FB page *“7 o

in honor of Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway president Thomas..,

from Nickerson, a great opportunit e e
for crosspromotion.

Nickerson Kansas Chamber of Commerce
Public Figure + Mot yet rated (0 Reviews) - 1K followers - &
posts in the last 2 weeks Follow

We are a small group of local residents reinvesting our time and
talent towards creating a better Nickerson for ALL. Join us with...

Nickerson Panthers Wrestling
Amateur Sports Team - 618 followers Follow

Mickerson High School Panthers Wrestling 4A High School Kansas

Q reoe
NickersonOElementaryQd

Elementary School - 130 likes Like

N i{ kE rson, Kans.as a Lowest grade taught: Prekindergarten - Highest grade taught: 6th
Grade

Schoal - 53 followers Follow

@ Nickerson High School (Kansas) Class of 1972
Finding the members of the Class of 1972

Nickerson Elementary School Like
Public School - 130 likes
Nickerson Panthers Wrestling Fundraising
m School Sports Team « 27 followers Follow

This page is for the Nickerson Panther High School wrestling and Jr,
Panthers wrestling Fundraisers,

Nickerson High School

) Liki
Elementary School - Open now - 2.1K likes €

+5 Nickerson United Methodist Church
Methodist Church - 100% recommend (5 Reviews) - Closed
now - 177 followers Follow

A family-centered, rural Methodist Church serving Nickerson, Ks
and the surrounding area.
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K-STATE Web Presence

A Facebook

‘,T\
https://www.facebook.com/nickersonCC "é“.’.’i’.i
m N krsonK as Chamber of

i
O Swarch

There have been 9 posts in the
past 2 weeks; 3 were posts about
the chamber meeting.
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https://www.facebook.com/nickersonCC
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https://www.facebook.com/cityofnickersonks

City Fb Page Is updated with g
official announcements several ™~ "~
times per month - e

administered by ity Clerk and Utility Clerk of the City of Nickerson, KS
City of Nickers: Jp to date on the Novembe: 27AM
things happening in their city.

a

@ Page - City Hall
& 15 N Nickerson Street, Nickerson, KS, United States
Kansas

. (620) 422-5981

ityofnickersonks @gmail.com

© Closing Soon

W Not yet rated (0 Reviews) @

Reno County Sheriff's Office
Photos See all photos @ e v

Get the word out!

mber 7 2t :37AM - @

Help save lives from Fentanyl. Laboratory testing indicates 7 out of every
10 Fentanyl pills ssized by the DEA contain a lethal dose of fen... See more

w1 1 share

if> Like O Comment Copy

@ Comment as Nangy

° City of Nickerson, KS

@

Voting hours are tomorrow (11/5 0am to 7:00pm at the community center.
There is no zarly voting available in Nickerson.

0 Like O Comment Copy

rms - Advertising - Ad

Daniels

City of Nickerson, KS

or 23 1 104TAM -

Kﬁfﬂ}lgdge Retrieved from internet 11 -11-2024


https://www.facebook.com/cityofnickersonks
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A We were confused by the diagonal streets and the
lack of informational signhage.

A It is neat and weltared for.
A We did not see any welcome signs from HWY 14.
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A The exotic animal signage was @gching and nice
sighage on the grocery store.




SSIALE Downtown Business Are
A We saw the bank, post office, library, and city hall,

which were

- y Sy

all nice. Very few open business

es.

- T - ) ~ -~
e

-

¥ 2 'J"‘

4
-



K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A The Coop has a large footprint in the center of town,
but because of the railroad layout, it was logical.

A The grocery store was nice.
A The owner of the Red Chair was very welcoming.
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K-STATE PublicAmenitiesDowntown

A There are some benches downtown.

A The public library had publiFiand directed us how to use it.

A Potted urns with some real and some fake flowers.

A Downtown wagretty empty so parking was no problem.

A The street leading into downtown was brand new and nice. We
anticipate crosswalks and lines to be painted soon.

B
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A There were no other retail shops except the grocery store anc
Kwik Trip. The bar had someshirts.
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A A driveby is not how industry will find you, check
with your local Eco Devo director to make sure your
site Is listed oh.ocationOne® Kansas Department of
Commerce.

Observation:

AGOYUINBLINSY SdzNE ¢gK2 OK224aS 0
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
' YAGSR {Gl0Sa SOSNE &S| NIé

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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A It appeared there might be space near the gravel &
chemical companies.




K-STATE Health Care Service

A Fire and EMS were the health care services.
Al 2yaARSNI LMzl G Ay3IY al SFEGK /
2F YAf SakYAydziSag (2 OGN @St
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Mostly weltkept homes with larger, stately homes in decent

condition.
We did not see any for sale or rent signs.
i tAaAA02NA | NNAIDSR | GSNJ ] AGeée || f

information. e _ o
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