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First Impressions
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A Arma asked for First Impressions, Oswego agreed to
ne its partner; 54 min drive.

A | trained the volunteers about the visit and survey in
~ebruary and took photos March 15.

A Three Oswego visitors visited in March and April.
A Results presented by zoom and video recording.

A Oswegauses the results for further discussion and
action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
ALFT @2dz R2y QU | ANBS 47
I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?

I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to changecior the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Asset Based Community Development

People move in the direction of their conversations

Opportunities 9 >
& Problems @\\\ Time
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.

A@rainAGaip(B(m P é$l- NI 2f R&a Y2 OA
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A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anotha&/ith
ONJ VaLR2NIOFGAZ2ZY YR AYy(S!
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
A 46% of Kansas households moved between 153D

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons they
come are:

I Simpler pace of life,

I Safety and security,

I Affordable housing,

I Outdoor recreation,

I Quality schools

Pa! AAYQI AY GKS (2L mn NBI
A Communities can work together to attract newcomers and

create quality of life for everyone.
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A Getto know eachothek Y A0S (GKSY 1z
meal.

A If you bring 7 people to a 76€tizen town every year
AY Mn &SIFNARZI @&2dzamaterslt O
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedNe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.

A52yQu aleéesx a,2dz KIgS (2
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota
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Ben Winchester was our guest on the
First Friday Call.
See the recording at:

)/

https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurshif



https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/
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A 2020 Census: 1,6821.1% 2010 Census: 2,133
A Median household income: $42,237 $47,992

A High school or GED 91.7% 89.6%
A At least a BS 16.4% 21.6%
A Median Age: 42 9 years  41.2 years

20.5% are 65 and above

Blue: Parsons Micro Area comparison

Kg%}gdge (Source: https://censusreporter.org/profiles/
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A Moved since Last Year: 23.6% 13.4%
A Poverty rate 9.8% 16.3%

Race/Ethnicity

White 92.5% American Indian: 1.3%

Black: 1.4% Two or more races: 4.9%

Hispanic: 1.3% (of any race)
Blue: Parsons Micro Area comparison

Knowledge (Source: https://data.census.gov ) Table S0601
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Website https://www.oswegokansas.com/

Very easy to find information with accurate
depictions of what | saw.

The city page has lots of helpful information with
tabs and putdown information.

WELCOME TO
OSWEGO

i Home Payments Services Recreation Forms/Links Latest News City Government Chamber of Commerce City Map Contact us
etrieved 1mrom
. What's Happening In Oswego Historical Riverside Park
I nte rn et 8/4/2 2 Delay in Residential Trash Routes

Labette County Fair
July 16, 2022 thru July 23, 2022 o ) ) ) )
Labette County Fairgrounds Residential trash will be delayed due to the trash truck being broke down. Commercial dumpsters will be
the only routes that will be ran until the truck can be repaired. Once the truck is repaired, they will resume
Swimming_Pool Monday's residential route. At this time, there is no estimated repair time. We apologize for any WM
Last day Pool is open inconvenience this may cause.
August 13, 2022 HELP WANTED

The City of Oswego is accepting applications for a Public Works/Parks Department position. Applications

EicalNotices and Latest Nows will be accepted until position is filled. An application and a complete job description may be downloaded
g RO below; picked up at the City Office-703 5 St; or by calling 620-795-4433. The city is an equal
- Delay in Residential Trash Routes | OPPoriunity employer.
« Ordinance #1471-Mowing
« ORD#1470- Mowing

« ORD#1469- Utility Rates
« Help Wanted- Public Works e

More Information...

Job Description
Search

Department - Needing Land to Build Your Business?
K; led = Bekvenaino Syed Bt Contact the City of Oswego for information on Code Book, Fees & Complaints
nowte ge Events Calendar available commercial property in Downtown Oswego.

OSWEGO CITY CODE
CITY FEES

Fees and amounts the city charges.
Thece are the most common feac

forLife



https://www.oswegokansas.com/
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FaceBook https://www.facebook.com/CityofOswegoKS

Visitors found the Facebook page current with
1,759 followers. (1,815 as of 8/4/2022)

A Pay special attention to the comments from Visitor C
who found non/vorking Iinks and suggestions.

i
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g» Clty of Oswego Kansas
@CityofOswegoKs - City

KﬂOWledge About See all “ City of Oswego Kansas
frLife _


https://www.facebook.com/CityofOswegoKS

A FaceBook Oswego, Kansas

https://www.facebook.com/places/Thing®-do-in-Oswege
Kansas/112486878763747/

A Facebook generated page.

Where to Go

Eat Drink  Sightseeing Hotels Shopping  Nightlife

Pl [ - [ BT -
Mi Torito Mexican Restaurant ' ' Chatters
Mexican Restaurant - 4.8

American Restaurant - 44 American Restaurant - 4.8
Knowledge

JorLife

Cafe

Sushi Restaurant - 4.3

Museum

Outdoor




K-STATE Web Presence

Oswego, Kansas

Facebook - s e
Oswego is a city in and the county seat of Labette County,
Kansas, United States, and situated along the Neosho River. As...

DOZENS of FB Page: g =% "
An Opportunity for
CO’Marketing g City of Oswego Kansas

City - 1.8K like this - 3 posts in the last 2 weeks
The city government of Oswegao, KS. Like

Frances Gorman Graves and 2 other friends like

alh

9 Pages o

Oswego Kansas Park

Park - 1 likes this Like

Oswego, Kansas Chamber of Commerce
Public & Government Service - 623 like this

Informational Page for our Oswego, Kansas Business Like
Community. Be sure to follow this page for updates on our...

& Julie Dieterle Smith likes this

“ Oswego, KS Public Pool
' § - Public Swimming Pool - 477 like this - 7 posts in the
last 2 weeks

Welcome to the Oswego, KS Public Pool page. We will keep you
updated on events and closings here.

Knowledge & Julie Dieterle Smith likes this
JorLife

Like
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A Very welcoming!-Very large wood and stone signs at the
three entrances into Oswego set the tone for what was
Immediately to come an overall sense of pride and
communityt several homeowners were working in their yards
or in/out of their homes, garages and outbuildings, well
maintained homes, yards, and landscaping
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A The downtown area is older buildings fairly maintained.

A South entrance has a nice sign but no lettering; had civic sign
with groups. The best was on the east entrance coming up the
hill, civic signs not great but good directional signs to
downtown, swimming pool, parks.
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A Some houses are nice, some need to be kept up
better. Looks like affordable housing, but they need
to be kept up to look nice.

A The downtown area needs work, but | could see
some people are working on It.

A School buildings are very nice.
A Pool could be worked on.

A There needs to be better signage on some
businesses. It is hard to tell what they are.
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Downitown

A Downtown people were talking to each other on the
sidewalks, smiling, laughing; a strong sense of
community, belonging/inclusive, and friendly.

A Sidewalks looked in good condition around
businesses. Could use some welcome flags.

A The buildings are old and need to be kept up. | could
see that people are working on it. | could see there
are a variety of businesses. The middle of the street
parking is unigue and helpful. The area could use
some banners, plants, benches, and trees.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are:
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FLMGROYE
FAIRYIEN.
HACKBERRY

LABETTE
LIBERTY
MORTANA

HOWARD .

MOUMD YALLEY
MT. PLEASAMT
WEOSHO
MORTH
OSACE

QSWECO
RICHLAND
wWALTOM
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L RARY QU 20 & Srhsk&ns| pyilBic resttosnys OrK -
wi-fi] in the downtown area. There seemed to be enough
parking in front of each store. Could use some sprucing up
with lights, flowers, murals, or welcome flags.

Did not notice any of thesespecially public restrooms
downtown. Did not notice any trash receptacles and | think
wi-fi was available. Could use some landscaping and
streetscapinglLiked the parking in the middle of the street.
No difficulty finding parking and could access multiple
services.
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A To the south of downtown approximately 2 blocks there is a
large well maintained and busy grocery store (G&W) and next
62 A0 . AfftQazx OUKSY 52ffl N D
KFR aSOSN)If Odzau2YSNBQ OSKA
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K-STATE Industrial Parks/Commercic

A The industrial park was hard to find. No visible signage |
found. It was hidden away. Found Tank Connections at the
edge of town, Industrial Diamond Coach, and a county prison
Ffazao . FNIESGG /1 22L) 6FayQi .

A Little to no signage for it. There was the-@m the detention
centers, and the Diamond manufacturing area.
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A A driveby is not how industry will find you, check
with your local Eco Devo director to make sure your
site Is listed om.ocationOné® Kansas Department of
Commerce.

Observation:

AGOYINBLINBY SdzNB ¢gK2 OK22aS 0
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
''YAGSR {{GlF0Sa SOSNE &SI N

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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A | located Labette Health in the town which was fairly new.
Looked nice. | presume it is like a Quick Care but no hospital.
They had a fitness facility which is great.

A Noticed the Harry Hynes Hospice. There was a 3D sonogram
center downtown that a lot of people seem to use.

A There is a Labette Health Oswego Clinic and Express Care,
| 2YS |1 SIFfTOGK /I NBE {idP W2KYQ;
Health and Rehabut they are hard to find. There is an
optometrist in town
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A There is quite a variety of homes in Oswego: small and quain
larger Victorian style-8tory homes, and many ranch style 70s
to newer homes built since then.

Aaz2zald GC2NI {If{Sé¢ araya Ay (K
GLISYRAY3I &l tSé 2N aazftRE | d
maintained moderately well to very well, have medium to
large yards.

A I only saw three very poorly maintained homes and yards in
deplorable condition.

A There were a lot of older homes, so upkeep is the factor in
whether a house seemed nice.
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