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A St. Georgasked for First ImpressionBerry
consented to bets partner; 1 hour, 8 min drive.

A ltrained the volunteers about the visit and survey
March 11 and took photos.

A Covid happened.
A Twovisitorscame in July.
A Results are presented by video recording.

A Perry useshe results for further discussion and
action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
ALF @2dz R2y QU | ANBS 47
I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?

I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to changecior the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.

ABrainGain(3@ ¢ &SI NJ 2f Ra Y2JA)
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A Peopleresearch a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one

place, work another and play anothan/ith
ONJ VaLR2NIOFGAZ2ZY YR AYy(S!
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

A 46% of Kansas households moved between 1P88D.

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons they
come are:

I Simpler pace dife,

I Safety andsecurity,

I Affordable housing,

I Outdoor recreation,

I Quality Schools,

PGl ARoySEOD AY GKS (G2L) mMmn NBI
A Communities can work together to attract newcomers and

create quality of life for everyone
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AGLY aYltf (2sya SOSME2Y:
A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers

meal.
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota
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Ben Winchester was our guest on the
March 1, 2019 First Friday Call.
See the recording at:

https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurshiy

/


https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

A 2018Estimate 894 2010: 929
(down 3.8%since2010 KS+2.1%

A 95.5%high school or GER3.9%college educated,
91.8%HS or equivalency, K3S4.0%college education,

A Poverty ratel4.6% (KS=11.4%)
A Median Age 39.2years (37.2)

A Median household income #43,077 ($62,087)

Kﬁ%v#eedge (Source: https :// data.census.gov)



https://data.census.gov/
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Website https://perrykansas.org

A There are 5 websites above your website on
Google.

-

Visit Perry Pride to get involved in your community.

Perry Pride is a volunteer, grassroots effort to improve the quality of life in Perry, Kansas. PERRY Pli DE

Where a little town goes a long way

WELCOME TO PERRY, KANSAS

Hello and welcome to the City of Perry’s official website. This website was designed to keep the

citizens of Perry up to date on official changes or news concerning the city. Future goals of the

C W ) - A website include an online bill payment option, posting of city council meeting minutes and contact
Knowledge OME: |

f L i information for council members and myself. A big thank you needs to go to Council President R.J.
or lfe

Brown for spearheading this endeavor. Please bear with us while we grow this website and to make it

as user friendly as we possibly can. | am excited to work with such a great and diverse group of council


https://perrykansas.org/
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A Website and other search sites:

I Perry appears larger than 929 people.

I Perry has a Library, Cidall, CommunityBuilding,
~Ire Department, City Shop.

I Saw Perry PRIDE activities listed, impressed with

the goal of unifying citizens across all
demographics.

i{l 3 Y20AfS K2YS LI} NJ =
Market.
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A FaceBook

Perry,Kansasitps://www.facebook.com/places/Thing-
do-in-PerryKansas/1080563392220562

I A Facebook generated page -
I The page may be claimed. |

(Shown in Dark Mode for better contrast)
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https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Perry-Kansas/108056339222052/

K-STATE
A FaceBook

Perry P ridEhttps://www.facebook.com/perrvcommunitvpride

© Learn More
About  Photos . © Message Q

About @ 3 Create Post

Perry Pride’s Mission is to foster Photo/Video Check in Taqg Friends
community and pride, making
Perry, Kansas a place where
people want to live, work, and e Perry Pride
play. N

& Penry Pride is recognized by the
IRS as a 501(c)(3) organization.
Contributions are deductible as
charitable donations for federal

Making spirits BRIGHT this Holiday Season with Perry
Pride’s Annual Christmas Lights Appredation! Find out
more at

income tax purposes... See More - B 78 2

:.' > » "
L
2095 people like thisincluding 7of - o = W8 '—
your friends Poe o, 4 .
AOPT NP
3 2,150 people follow this

nual Perry Pride
»
Typically replies within a day
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https://www.facebook.com/perrycommunitypride

K-STATE

FaceBook

A There are dozens of
Perry FB pages.

A An opportunity for
co-marketing

pride, makin..

II: Pages
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A What a CLEAN Community. Either residents take a
lot of pride In their homes and yards or the City has
some supeduper code enforcement officers.

A Only a handful of places that look less than stellar.

A Mowed, no junk from either entrance.

A Loved rock/concrete welcome signs.

A | knew from the web search that there was a trail

-y R O2dzf RyQu FAYR UKS ai
find it.

A Lots of trains while we were there.
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Photos are from March.
Cleanup was going on in
more than one yaravhile |
was there.
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WELCOME TO PERRY

[ 201 f YSNOKLIF Y
contributes to community
spirit and neat appearance.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Impressed with the number of businesses.
A Sad there were so many neat old buildings empty.

A Businesses seemed scattered over more than one
area.

A Was sorry to see the grocery store had closed.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Some downtown buildings are residences.

A Youcould clearly sethe businesses thatere open,
people were friendly and willing to answer
guestions
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Carpet and flooring business: Two people | spoke
with really knew their business. | may come back.

A DiamondEverleyRoofing has a nice building. Looks
busy.




Jowniown b

A Pawliday Inn Pet Resort.

A Ate lunch at the Bar and Grill, hoped to talk with area
people, but people stayed to themselves.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Customer service was okay; exceptional at carpet
store.
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K-STATE Other Retail Shopping Ares

7
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to expect and it looked old.
A. SNYASQa ¢ a | Oubdz t¢teé I
than | expected from the outside.
i. SNYyASQa KIR FTNASR FT22RZI &
Perry Bar and Grill. - & N

(Comments made 1in






RSl Industrial Parks/Commercic
ALO R2SayQid ILIISIFN 0KSNB Aa
A NotedHammpickup trucks.

A MCM locationoutside of town

A Second Hand Roe's was a bit of an eye sore. However, it WA!
mowed, weeded, clean arfénced.
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R Industrial Parks/Commercie
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Observation:

AGOYINBLINBY SdzNB ¢gK2 OK22aS 0
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
''YAGSR {GlF0Sa SOSNE &SI N

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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K-STATE Health Care Service

A Residents said Lawrence Hospital is building a medical facility
which will be 10 minutes away from Perry and people seem

happy with that.
We did not notice any health care providers. On the web it

appears there is a chiropractor.
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Research and Extension

A There are few homes available for a new resident.

A There were a number of very nice homes anyone would like
to live in.

ACKSNE RARYQUO |LIWISIFEN G2 0SS Y
houses.
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K-STATE Rental Housinc

A+xAaA02NAR O2dz RYQU GStft oKI I

Al rAdge 1I1ff gFa Of 2aSRZ az (K.

A Perry demonstrated that a community can have a mobile
home park which is nice and clean looking. Kudos!
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K-STATE Housing dats

KANSAS
A Total Housing Units 426
A Total Occupied House$00 (93.9%) (88.8%)
A Vacant Houses 26 (6.1%) (11.2%)
A OwnerOccupied 298 (74.5%) (66.3%)
A Renter Occupied 102 (25.5%) (33.7%)
A Family Households 254 63.5% (65.1%)
A Nonfamily Householdsl46 36.5% (34.9%)

https://data.census.qgov/cedstiFamily data at DP04
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/

A The schools look very nice and wmathintained.

A Students live in 3 counties: Douglas, Shawnee and
Jefferson.

A We think there is preschool in the district.

A Community College, High School, Middle and
Elementary Schools were located around town.
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