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A Randolph asked for First Impressions, | asked 3
similar cities to partner, but all declined; so we
enlisted a campus team of highly engaged visitors.

A | trained the volunteers about the visit and survey
and took photos of Randolph on April 18.

A Three campus visitors came in separate cars in April
A Results are presented tonight, August 5, 2019.

A Randolph uses the results for further discussion and
action plans.

Knowledge
forLife



" [~

A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
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I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?
I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to change;ibr the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.
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no one is noticing or talking about it.

A Only 36% lived there previously.

A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothédith
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

A 46% of Kansans move every year.

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons
they come are:
I Simpler pace of life
I Safety and Security

I Low housing cost
PGl ARoySEOD AY GKS (G2L) mMmn NBI
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A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers

meal.
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A If you bring 7 people to a 700 citizen town every yeat
AY wmMn @S| NR @& 2 dzQftmattdfst I3 S
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedVe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota
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Ben Winchester was our guest on the
March 1, 2019 First Friday Call.
See the recording at:

https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurshiy

/


https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

A 2010 Census Population 163
(down 6.9% since 2000K)S= +6.1%

A 2017 Estimate is 150
(down 14.3% since 20005= +8.0Y%6

A 97.1% high school or GED, 24.3% college educated,
90.5% HS or equivalency, KS 32.3% college education

A Poverty rate 1.4%  (KS=12.8%)

A Median Age 31.8 years (36.3)

A Median household income is $52,50$55,477)

* 2000 Census was 175

Kg%}gdge (Source: www.Factfinder.census.gov)
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A Website
http://www.randolphks.com/

Visitors reviewed the web pages during a time of transition
and gave very concrete ideas of what would improve visibility

of the assets

they read
about:
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Fithess Center
Senior Center

Civic Clubs

City Hall

Tuttle Creek tourism
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http://www.randolphks.com/
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\Web Presencs
A FaceBook

Randolph, Kansas

https://www.facebook.com/places/Thing®-do-in-Randolph
Kansas/109629819062501

A Facebook generated pag

Lake
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https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Randolph-Kansas/109629819062501/

K-STATE
A FaceBook

T https://www.facebook.com/randolphks/

Maintained i

\Web Presencs
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Sign Up @ Send Message

4.4 out of 5 - Based on the opinion of 13
people

=@ Very responsive to messages

Community See All

2L Invite your friends to like this Page
s 380 people like this
N\ 891 people follow this

2L Jaime Menon and 2 other friends like this or

About See All


https://www.facebook.com/randolphks/
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A Clean, small community. Not a lot of businesses.
A The streets are wide and wetlaintained.
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A City park is fantastic, but the park sign is less so.
A Yards are attractive and clear of clutter.
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of the four highways.

A The highway frontage needs additional color to make
them inviting. It could come from paint, sighage,
benches, flags or pots of flowers.
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A Boxcars on the west side were being used for storag:
or possibly retail space for antiqgue sales.

A There are newer homes in all directions from town.

A An old stone house sitting in disrepair blocks the
view of the bank. If it is historical and there are no
plans to tear it down, maybe some signhage would be
YyAOS G2 SELXIAY AGa aa3,
sore. .
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Because of Tuttle Creek displacement, there is not a
downtown, but most buildings and signs are in good
condition.

A Buildings that line the highway on the west were a
bit in disrepair and not very welcoming.




K-STATE Downtown Business Are
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Downtown includes frontage along Highway 77 as
well as the first block along West Randolph Street.




K-STATE Downtown Business Are
Downtown Amenities

A A very nice park with very nice public
NEaUNB2Ya AadYyQU @GA&EAC
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| recently saw this sign on Hwy 75
in Yates Center.




Downtown Business Are

Downtown Amenities

A Trash receptacles were available in the park,
as well as in front of the gas station.

At ft Sydeée 2F LI NJAY3I AY
limited sidewalk access throughout town.
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the town. From the highway there is nothing that
would pull you off the highway towards the city park.
You might stop for gas because it iIs convenient, but |
IS not attractive or welcoming.
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K-STATE Industrial Parks/Commercie

A There was not a defined area for
manufacturing but appears to be room for
more.
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A A driveby is not how industry will find you, check
with your local Eco Devo director to make sure your
site Is listed oh.ocationOne® Kansas Department of
Commerce.

Observation:

AGIOYINBLINBYSdzNBE ¢K2 OK2z22aS O
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
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A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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K-STATE Health Care Service

A Due to the small size of this community, there is no
hospital or EMS services. We saw a fire station.

A Other small communities communicate ample acces:
to healthcare by talking about how many minutes it
takes to get to various health care locations.
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K-STATE Health Care Service

A There are no longerm care, assisted living or
nursing facilities. There is a senior center next to
Highway 77.
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A Most housing appears decent with varying sizes and
price ranges.

A Most of the available housing and construction lots
for sale appear to be available along the bluffs of
Tuttle Creek Reservaolr.
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RSTALE

A Saw one home for sale in Randolph online and
20a3SNIWSR 0UKS GaC2NJ {|fS¢

A If one were to purchase a lot and build a new home
In this area, there appears to be limited options for
temporary housing/apartments while the home is
being built.
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A Zoning ordinances appear to allow for a variety of
nome maintenance.

A If | were looking to move to the community, | would
pe concerned that my neighbor would not be
required to keep their house and lawn maintained.*

Kg%!gdge *(b) made this comment in OPubl |
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A Rentals were only apparent at the Cedar Flats Motel,
which could use some sprucing up. While low in cost
they did not appear to be the guality that one would
choose to live in while waiting for a house to be built.
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ISing data
KANSAS

A Total Housing Units 60
A Total Occupied House’0 (100%) (89.1%)
A Vacant Houses 0 (0%) (10.7%)

A Owner Occupied 45 (75%)  (66.4%)
A Renter Occupieo 15 (25%)  (33.6%)
A Family Households 61.7% (65.4%)
A Nonfamily Household 38.3% (34.6%)
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RSTALE

A This is a highlight for the community: preschool,
middle school, high school are present and well
maintained. Improvements to various facilities show
0KS O2YYdzyAléeQa O2YYAUY!

A Class sizes are small ranging at this time from 5 to 2!
In the high school.
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K-STATE Schools

The school properties appeared wkdpt and
Included a community fitness facility behind the high
school.
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Schools
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