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A Bucklin asked for First Impressiong
obtainedSpearville as its partner.

A Wetrained the volunteers on April 22 and

took
A Buck

IN VISItors visited

A Resu

ts are presentec

nhotos of Spearville on May 10.

IN separate cars.
tonight, JUl§.

A Spearville uses the results for further
discussion and action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
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I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?
I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to change;ibr the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.

ABrainGain(3@ d &SI NJ 2f R
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no one is noticing or talking about it.

A Only 36% lived there previously.

A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothédith
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

A 46% of Kansans move every year.

A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons
they come are:
I Simpler pace of life
I Safety and Security

I Low housing cost
PGl ARoySEOD AY GKS (G2L) mMmn NBI
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A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers

meal.
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A If you bring 7 people to a 700 citizen town every yeat
AY wmMn @S| NR @& 2 dzQftmattdfst I3 S
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedVe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota
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Ben Winchester was our guest on the
March 1, 2019 First Friday Call.
See the recording at:

https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurshiy

/


https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

A 2010 Census Population 773
(down 4.9% since 2000K)S= +6.1%

A 2017 Estimate i293
(UP 22.6% since 206C5= +8.0)0

A 97.4% high school or GED, 41.4% college educated,
I 90.5% HS or equivalency, KS 32.3% college education,

A Poverty rate 1.3%  (KS=12.8%)
A Median Age 34.7 years (36.3)
A Median household income i88,145** ($55,477)

* 2000 Census was 813 **American Community Survésahb estimate

Kg%}gdge (Source: www.Factfinder.census.gov)
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A Websitehttp://www.spearville.org/

A Links to useful sites: Wind Farms Commercial
locations and community.

A The page is probably n
updated locally as the
front page shows spring
cleanup, the City
Minutes are posted
through March and the
calendar only shows
cyclical events.

IN THE NEWS

CONSUMER CONFIDENCE
REPORT - 2019 GAS PUBLIC AWARENESS ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN UP
i March 11, 2019
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http://www.spearville.org/

A FaceBook

Spearville Kansasracebook generated page.

Others:

A The Windmill
A St. John the Baptist

A Spearville Fire Dept
A Spearville Jr/Sr High
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RSTALE

A City is clean and all yards were mowed.

A In apprgach from the sguth, did not notice any
af{ LISI NBA T f S P

A Places where visitors will go could use more signs:
City Hall, parks, ballfields, health center.
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A Coop building is very old and faded.
A The depot needs repair.

.................
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RSTALE

A Not many retail businesses.
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A Nice to see updates going on: construction at the
bank and repairs at the bandshell.

A Sad to see local grocery closing.
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A North entry is dominated by the railroad and pipe
supplies.




RSTALE
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are




RSLALE

Downtown Business Are:




RSLALE

Downtown Business Are:

| J & A Service, Inc. |




K-STATE Downtown Business Are

STATES POST OFFICE

SPEARVILLE. KANSAS
67876
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K-STATE Downtown Business Are:

A Noticed a few benches here and there, but dic
not explore public restrooms avi-fl.
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K-STATE Other Retail Shopping Area

A Convenience stoiis on the highway.




K-STATE Industrial Parks/Commercie

A Industriallocationson both sides of Main
Street.
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A Althoughvisitors believed there was more room
there, your leadership team said there Is not.

Observation:

AGIOYUINBLINBY SdzNE ¢K2 OK22aS 0
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
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A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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K-STATE Health Care Service

A There is no hospital, but a medical clinic operated by
Hodgeman County hospital.

A Visitors had difficulty locating this asset.
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K-STATE Health Care Service

A There is no assisted living, but a retirement village at
Park View in the former hospital.

A Visitors heard of plans to build long term care
homes. @
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RSTALE

brick.
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K-STATE
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A The city clerk keeps a list of rentals and houses for sale, alon
with a list of utilities.

A Rentals appear to be adequate.
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ISIng dats
KANSAS

A Total Housing Units 363

A Total Occupied House?33 (91.7%) (89.1%)
A Vacant Houses 30 ( 8.3%) (10.7%)
*In 2010, there were 300 occupied housing units
A Owner Occupied 279 (83.8%) (66.4%)
A Renter Occupieo 54 (16.2%) (33.6%)
A Family Households 81.7% (65.4%)
A Nonfamily Household 18.3% (34.6%)
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RSTALE Schools
A Buildings are very well kept, even dazzling.




K STATE Schools
A The playground showed investment by Feist
Foundation.

A There is a preschool next to the health care center
that looked cute.




A Online information was informative.

A 1t listed all activities.

A Color photos of sporting events
were included.

A Be awarehat the page is
also used by potentiaew
residents tdhelp them picture
their childrenattending here.
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