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A St. Georgasked for First Impressionspbtained
Perry asts partner; 1 hour, 8 min drive.

A ltrained the volunteers about the visit and survey
March 4. | tookphotos ofSt. Georg®n September
11. Perry visitors added photos in August.

A Threevisitors and their drivers came in August.
A Results presented October 27, 2020.

A St. George usdbe results for further discussion and
action plans.
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A Feedback:
How does a firstime visitor view my town?
I Evaluate successes,
| Set goals and priorities for next steps.
ALF @2dz R2y QU | ANBS 47
I Be curiousWhy does the visitor see it this way?

I Is the observation worth considering?
I What can we do to changecior the perception?

Curiosity: A strong desire to know or learn something.

-Oxford Living Dictionary

Knowledge
JorLife



Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN
We need to change the narrative about rural.

A Rural ihanging not dying.

ABrainGain (3@ d &SI NJ 2f R
0NBYREéE OGKIFIG KlFa o
no one Is noticing or talking about it.

A Only 36% lived there previously.

A People research a number of places before they
move to a rural town.

A Rural is in the middle afverywhere You live one
place, work another and play anothan/ith

ldﬁ N} VALERZNIOIFGAZY YR AYyOSI
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Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow, U of MN

A 46% of Kansas households moved between 1588D.
A In a survey of newcomers to rural areas, the reasons they
come are:
I Simpler pace of life
I Safety and Security
I Low housing cost
PGl A0 AY G0KS G2L) mn NBI
ALY avylft G2¢6ya SOSaAEER2yS (VY

A Get to know each otheinvite them to a newcomers meal.
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A If you bring 7 people to a 700 citizen town every year
AY mMn @S| NAR @& 2 dzQftmattdfst 5 S
IS a challenge with housing, but it is achievable.

A We are our own worst enemiedNe have to monitor
our customer service and what we sdiymatters.

A52y QiU aleéesx a,2dz KIgS (2
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A 75% of rural homeowners are Baby Boomers and
older. 30% are over 75.

A Housing will be freed up as the baby boomers retire
and move closer to medical services.

A Rural communities need retirement housing (not
nursing facilities, but maintenance free) to retain

senliors: Ben Winchester, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Minnesota
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Ben Winchester was our guest on the
March 1, 2019 First Friday Call.
See the recording at:

https://www.ksre.kstate.edu/community/business/entrepreneurshiy

/


https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/community/business/entrepreneurship/

A 2018 Estimate is 951 2010 Census: 639
(up 48.8% since 2010 KS= +2.1%

A 96.2%high school or GEB5.2%college educated,
I 91.8%HS or equivalency, K34.0%collegeeducation

A Povertyrate 11.4% (KS=11.4%)
A MedianAge 29.8years (KS= 37.2)
A Median household income #76,920 ($62,087)

Kﬁ%v#eedge (Source: https :// data.census.gov)



https://data.census.gov/

K-STAT] Web Presence
A Website

I https://cityofstgeorge.ord

& cityofstgeorge.org o % O

lendar @ KSREDir %% Qualtrics [} Home - PEARS [Ka.. @) (1) Facebook glj httpsi//datacensus... ¢ % GrantWriting @ SOM @ HealthQuest (C) FFRegistration %% FirstImpressions % First Friday ' Tolls-KTA

CITY OF ST. GEORGE DEPARTMENTS ~ UTILITIES NEWS & INFORMATION ~ COUNCIL MEETINGS COMMUNITY ~

City of St. George
220 First St.

P.0. Box 33

St. George, Kansas 66535
P:785-494-2558

F: 785-494-8413

Pay Water Bill

Email us

Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Closed 11:45-1:00 Lunch
Scheduled Holidays

Water Facts @ City of St. George, Kansas
P 1,080 likes
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https://cityofstgeorge.org/

FaceBook City of St. George, Kansas

A No problem finding an abundance of information.

A Favoritg things:1) abilvityvtq pay water oill ovnline,,
HUO Sl ae | OOSaa uz2 OAUGeEe
meeting minutes, 3) Contacts for all businesses.

NI N

C.\* o ST wf’[;

v City of St. George, Kansas
Wi @stgeorgeks - Community

. (785)494-2558
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FaceBook City of St. George, Kansas

A Park and Riverfrorttavephotos;but no
Information. Saw little info orschoolsor Beacon
Centeron City sites.

A Information for a potential resident or nelocal
viewer Is almost nomexistent:
I Doctors, dentists, prompt care services, rental agencies,

even Iif located outside city limits but helpful to new
residents.
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A FaceBook

Things to do In
Saint George Kansas o

taken over and personalized. ~ Jolugeroredder Gris

~ SkilledCorn
~ Fried Ok
~ I-A.;‘:‘ ceinoil M, 1rn

A FBgenerated page that can -' R ﬁ: ISR ,

Moe's Original BBQ - St. George, KS

Knowledge
forLife



K-STATE

A FaceBook

" Numerous pages with St. George connections.
I An opportunity for canarketing.

1: Pages
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A The town feels like a mountain town with a linear
layout, as if following a valley, instead of the usual
YlIyala aaldzZ Nbe (I @ 2 dz(i
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A A cute wooden sign orstiStreet welcomes folks.
AceLIAOFf O2dzyié NRBIFIRZ a
shoulder, heavily wooded to near road edge.
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Research and Extension

A What a beautiful, HUGE elementary school.

Visitor photo taken August 2020
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A There was a big contrast between the new
developments and the original town. The rapid
population growth presents challenges.

A | love the trees, | bet the hills offer wonderful views
of the valley.
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A 2013 Google Maps shows not a single business downtown,
but several are now occupied and others appear to be getting
spruced up.




K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A The Purple Door seemed to be owned by evfeePot.
There may have been a store called Who Wood, but we were
VSEUGO R22NJ YR RARYQUO y20AO0S

August 15 Visitor photo

September 11 photo

Knowledge
JorLife



Downiown B

mpressedd A UK 2 AffASQa | ARS?2
ouy ateed KA NI S o0dzi GKS@é&. S NJ
_oved the food and frosty glasses; even used iPad

technology in ordering




QYN

A Ageand quality of buildings varied from newer metal
building structures to refurbished historical buildings.
Overall, they present a pride and interest in
maintaining the First Street business district as




K-STATE Downtown Business Are

A Downtown had a mix of private housing, businesses
and public buildings and some vagary about which
was which.




QYN

Amenities, e.gdrinking fountains, benches,

public restrooms, trash receptacles an-fi.

ASARY QO y20A0S Fye 2F (K¢

A Landscaping is pretty much naxistent.

ASARY QU Yy2U0A0S GNFakK RAAI

A Visitors did not experience diﬁiculty with cell phone
reception, but wondered about o the
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K-STATE Other Retail Shopping Ares

A Shopping at Highway 24 includes newly opened
a2SQa ..v YR /SYSEO® + )
AYLINS&aaA2y (GKSAS | NB 2 dz
pay city taxes.

A{ dZNLINA & SR |
0K2dAaAKG afl O
problem. \‘
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A No industry was observed and no space was seen fc
iIndustry to locate.

Observation:

AGOYUINBLINBY SdzNBE ¢9K2z2 OK22aS o:
responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the
''YAUSR {0F0Sa SOSNE &S| N

A Global marketing makes your town accessible to purchases a
over the world.
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A We found no evidence of local health care services
on our Vvisit or online.

A Some small towns make this clear online by having &
GF o F2NJ KSIfGdK OFNB F YR
YAYydziSaé¢ (02 3ISHT GKSasS &:¢
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Long Term Care

A New facility on the other side of U.S. 24 is outside
city limits.

A Visitors were confused about whether it is down
sized apartment living or had medical services.
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lower price, with little in
the middle.

ALQY 2SI f 2 dza :
housing.
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A The downtown area has older homes needingufix
maintenance and improved lawn care. The older homes
around downtown are much better. Lawn care and
miscellaneous items in lawn diminish the appearance.

- -
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A There are five areas of development just outside the older
part of town, but within city limits. They include modest sized

duplexes, medium to large single family homes and two trailet
parks with some homes waihaintained and others needing

work.

g0 B o

|
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K STATE
Rental Property

A Rental property was not observed nor apparent.

A Some assumptions were made about which units may have
been rentals, but the city clerk was not aware that rentals
existed.




Housing data

KANSAS
A Total Housing Units 315
A Total Occupied House299 (94.9%) (88.8%)

A Vacant Houses 16 ( 5.1%) (11.2%)
A OwnerOccupied 234 (78.3%) (66.3%)
A Renter Occupied 65 (21.7%) (33.7%)

A Family Households 84.3% (65.1%)
A Nonfamily Households 15.7% (34.9%)

https://data.census.qov/cedsti

https://data.census.qgov/cedsciFamily data is found at DP04
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
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QYN

A Visitors noted the school is impressive in their very
first impressions and in their comments here.

A One visitor knew that the format had changed from
K-6 in St. George to-K

A Visitors heard very positive comments about the
schoolsfrom residents.
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A Rock Creek Middle School will be &6t grades starting this
school yearr.

A St George, Rock Creek Mid@enior Campus District 323
office also at thimddress andbt George, School District
Office: Schoak for grades 7 through Senior and is located in
open rural farm land approximately 7 miles from St. George.
The roadway Is asphalt county maintained with little to no
aK2dzZ RSN ¢KAA FlLOAfAGE g4I a
massivdacility.

A Like the Elementary facility, people in the community we
encountered spoke very highly about the gquality of teachers
and facility.
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A St. George Elementary seems to understand that the
prospective student is one of its audiences.

A National Blue Ribbon School with teachers who grew
dzLJ AY GKS FNBF FYyR | N |
| NBES1 Tiomemm oo

5t George Elementary

v

Parent Information Home ' St. George Elementary

A C ity We bS i te Foats St. George Elementary School
should tout the
story or at least G

(785) 494-2492

I i n k to SC h OOI . It FAX (785) 494-2481

Santa Fe Trail Program

i

E g
-
v

Quicklinks Dan Ackland. Principal

Arleen Clinesmith, Secretary

' * Rachel Ireson. Lunch Clerk

ACCOUNTA
POR

ILITY St. George Elementary is an award-winning school, having won the National Blue Ribbon School award in 2010, and

TAB
ORTS

U
RE

has a long track record of success and excellence. We have about 360 students in grodes Pre-K through 4™ call SGES
home. Many of our staff grew up in the area and are proud to say they are “Rock Creek for Life!”. New additions to
the school were added in 2014 to meet the demands of our growing population. This year the 5 and 6% graders

moved up to the new Rock Creek Middle School building on the existing Rock Creek campus.
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Comments:

A We saw no child care, but wondered about sites.

A St. George Elementary has B2 Preschool System.
Identified 7 day cares, mostly at private residences within city

limits.

Pottawatomie CountyData:

A Desired Capacity of existing Child Care 1,014

A Numberof Children Under Agé potentially needing care: 1,184

A Extent DesiredCapacity meetsPotential need 86%

A Creatinga Child Care Action Plan
https:// ks.childcareaware.org/wgontent/uploads/2018/12/DraftChildCareSupplyDemandActionPlan.pdf

A Contactks.childcareaware.orp access locaihild care specialists.
7858233343

Knowledge Source https://ks.childcareaware.org/wp -content/uploads/Supply -Demand-2019-FINAL.pdf

JorLife


https://ks.childcareaware.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Draft-Child-Care-Supply-Demand-Action-Plan.pdf
https://ks.childcareaware.org/wp-content/uploads/Supply-Demand-2019-FINAL.pdf

K-STATE Faith/Religion

A We saw two churches, Baptist and United Methodist.

A Lighthouse Baptist is attached to The Beacon Center
In a former school.




K-STATE Faith/Religion

A St. Joseph Catholic is just outside the edge of town.
A TRU Church, a small independent house of worship.

A The Beacon is used as a community meeting center
vith the City Council and Court there.
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A Visitors did not observe any Civic activity from a visit
with the city clerk.

A It seems the social interaction is through church or
schools.
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A Thecommunity in general and parks/public spaces
werevery clean.

A Generallycity streets were a significant negative,
having some decent streets with curbing, but In
many places transitioning to, or being connected by
gravel

A Street signs were consistent and
mostly in good repair.
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A Sidewalks are few and far between. Consider
whether children have safe paths to school.

A Our visitors will not see lighting, because they
are home before dark. What do your resident:
say?
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