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The process
ÅSyracuse asked for First Impressions, obtained 

Kinsley as its partner;  2:20 drive is a challenge. 

ÅFaith Orth received City Council approval and 
enlisted volunteers. 

ÅI trained the volunteers about the visit and survey 
and took photos of Syracuse on May 22. 

ÅKinsley visitors came on June 12 and returned 
surveys. 

ÅResults are presented tonight. (October 24) 

ÅSyracuse uses the report to continue conversations 
and planning.



Data
Å2010 Census Population  1,812

(down .7% since 2000*) KS= +6.1%

Å2017 Estimate is 1,769  
(down 3.0% since 2000 KS= +8.4%) 

Å79.0% high school or GED, 15.0% college educated, 

ï90.3% HS or equivalency, KS   31.6% college education,

ÅPoverty rate is 9.2% (KS=13.3%)

ÅMedian Age 32.6 years (36.2) 

ÅMedian household income is $47,723 ($53,571)

* 2000 Census was 1,824

(Source:  www.Factfinder.census.gov)



Web Presence
ÅWebsite

ïhttps://www.syracuseks.gov/home

https://www.syracuseks.gov/home


Web Presence
ÅWebsite

ÅFound quite a bit of info online ahead 

ÅGetting info on specific businesses was 
tougher.  

ÅThe web page was good. It did make it look a 
bit better than it was, but that is okay.



Web Presence
ÅFaceBook



Web Presence
ÅFaceBook

Syracuse, Kansas 
https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Syracuse-
Kansas/107778275912423/

ïA Facebook generated page.

https://www.facebook.com/places/Things-to-do-in-Syracuse-Kansas/107778275912423/


Web Presence
ÅFaceBook

ïThe Syracuse Community (and 30+ others!) 

ïAn opportunity for co-marketing. 



¢ƘŜ άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ

ÅProperties along the highways look a bit rundown. 

ÅA mix of very nice and not so nice. 



¢ƘŜ άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ

ÅStreet signs were present and visible. 

ÅBanners were nice but some were too faded to read. 

ÅNice town layout. 





¢ƘŜ άCƛǾŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜέ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ

ÅSome very pretty streetscaping along the highway 
ƴŜŀǊ tƻǊƪȅΩǎ tŀǊƭƻǊΦ

ÅThe awning on the old Phillips 66 gas station looks 
like a strong wind could take it down; could be 
dangerous. 



Downtown Business Area

ÅLack of signage made it difficult to tell what the 
business was. 

ÅSidewalks and curbing needs attention. 

ÅWindows need to be washed. 



Downtown Business Area

ÅTinting on windows made it difficult to see which 
store is open and what is inside. 

ÅTheater is a gem! Bison is beautiful. Small green 
salon is very attractive. 

ÅWent into drug store, quilt shop.  A nice variety, but a 
bit lean on products. 

ÅEveryonewas very friendly and helpful. 



Downtown Business Area

ÅSome buildings need sprucing up. 

Å²ƻƻŘ ŀǿƴƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ŘƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΦ 

Å±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƻǇ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
referred to. 













Downtown amenities
ÅBenches, gazebo with weeds, but painted. Big dips in streets 

are hard on bumpers. 

ÅCould park in one place and get 
access to multiple services 

Å5ƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜΥ  ǘǊŀǎƘ ǊŜŎŜǇǘŀŎƭŜǎ 



Downtown Business Area

ÅA small salon painted greenτa standalone- and very 
attractive. 



Other Retail Shopping Areas (Hwy 50/400)

ÅGrocery Store is nice. 

ÅOther visitor comments under this section appear to 
still relate to downtown.



Other Retail Shopping Areas (Hwy 50/400)







Industrial Parks/Commercial Areas

ÅWould probably be on town periphery. 

ÅEmpty businesses west of main street would be an 
opportunity.

Observation: 
Åά9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦέ

ÅThe same UPS truck who competed with your downtown can 
help your entrepreneur serve the world. 



Health Care Services

ÅA wonderful hospital and a new physician.  

ÅHope the community supports the hospital and its 
efforts.



Health Care Services

ÅtƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŘŜƴǘƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǘƻƳŜǘǊƛǎǘǎΦ  

ÅA wonderful asset for the community. 

ÅIntermediate care at hospital.  Long term care closed. 



Housing

ÅRanged from bad to great; a wide variety of incomes.



Housing



Housing



Housing

ÅTrash dumpsters in front of homes are a distraction. 



Housing

ÅEight houses on the market- they appeared to be in 
good shape and reasonably priced for the size. 


