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The process
ÅRiver Valley Extension Director John Forshee 

promoted First Impressions and suggested 
Washington and Wakefield as partners. 

ÅBrandy Riggs received City Council approval (Feb 12, 
2018) and enlisted volunteers. 

ÅI trained the volunteers about the visit survey (Sept 
18) and took Wakefield photos October 19. 

ÅWashington visitors returned 5 surveys in September 
and October visits: on your compiled report. 

ÅResults are presented tonight. (November 28) 

ÅWakefield uses the report to continue planning and  
conversations.  



Why: First Impressions?  
ÅFeedback:  

How does a first-time visitor view my town? 

ïEvaluate successes, 

ïSet goals and priorities for next steps. 

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΥ 

ïBe curious, Why does the visitor see it this way? 

ïIs the observation worth considering? 

ïWhat can we do to change itςor the perception? 

Curiosity:  A strong desire to know or learn something.
-Oxford Living Dictionary



Data
Å2010 Census Population  980

(UP 16.9% since 2000*) KS= +6.1%

Å2017 Estimate is 925  
(UP 10.4% since 2000 KS= +8.4%) 

Å98% high school or GED, 22% college educated, 

ï90.3% HS or equivalency, KS   31.6% college education,

ÅPoverty rate is 6.5% (KS=13.3%)

ÅMedian Age 34.0 years (36.2) 

ÅMedian household income is $56,635 ($53,571)

* 2000 Census was 838

(Source:  www.Factfinder.census.gov)



Web Presence
http://wakefieldks.com

http://wakefieldks.com/


Web Presence
ÅWeb showed information, organizations, 

schools, city departments, churches, events, 
utilities. 

ÅA nice Facebook page.  

ÅDid not see businesses listed on city page. 

ÅI would like more pictures. 

ÅTheir Facebook page is very good!



FaceBook
https://www.facebook.com/cityofwakefieldks/

https://www.facebook.com/cityofwakefieldks/


The Five-Minute Impression
ÅA camping town with blocks of campers. Nice park 

and pool. Few businesses.  Beautiful water from the 
east. 

ÅWe saw an obvious welcome sign, suggest more flags 
on the poles or update the old ones.  



The Five-Minute Impression
ÅHomes and yards were nice and clean. Not much 

business district. 

ÅEntrances were marked with wooden signs that 
ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǊǳǎǘƛŎΦ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǎƻ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ 
they would be visible at night.



The Five-Minute Impression
ÅI was impressed with how nice everything was.  The 

streets were good, the parks were well maintained, 
and the location is wonderful next to the lake.  



The Five-Minute Impression
ÅBoth entrances on the highway were nice and clean.  

They have a nice sign on the west entrance.  And a 
nice digital sign in the middle of town.  



Downtown Business Area
ÅBuildings looked like they needed a fresh coat of 

paint.

Photo from Google Earth, Captured 4/2018. Retrieved 11/2018. 



Downtown Business Area
ÅMost buildings were very well kept. The restaurant 

coming into town would be more welcoming with 
parking lot clean up, landscaping and building paint. 

It is open to 
interpretation 
which buildings 
visitors are
referring to. 



Downtown Business Area
Å5ƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ  .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ 

along the highway could use a facelift. 

Photo from Google Earth, Captured 4/2018. Retrieved 11/2018. 



Downtown Business Area
ÅLiked paintings on buildings. 

ÅPeople were friendly at the Short Stop.  

ÅShort Stop employees were friendly but engaged in a 
conversation about work. 



Other Retail Shopping Areas
ÅVery nice, new Dollar General.  



Other Retail Shopping Areas
ÅThere is limited retail in Wakefield. Having a Dollar 

General is very helpful to the community and would 
limit some driving for last-minute items. There 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ 



Industrial Parks/Commercial
ÅWe noticed a scheduled meeting about location of rock 

quarry. The Coop is located on the west side of the city which 
limits noise and dust in the city limits. 

Observation: 
Åά9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

responsible for 63 percent of net new jobs created in the 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦέ



Health Care Services
ÅWe did not see any health care services. Many who 

live in Wakefield work in other places:  Clay Center, 
Abilene or Junction City. 

ÅPeople travel to Clay Center for their physician 
services. 

ÅWakefield Rehab and Care center appeared well-
maintained. 



Housing
ÅI was super impressed with how nice the homes 

were maintained and cared for. 

ÅThere is a variety of both older and newer homes. 

ÅSaw some homes for sale; very few, if any, for rent 
signs. 

ÅThere was housing for different income levels.

ÅThere was a relatively well-maintained trailer park. 

ÅVery few homes with clean-up issues. 

ÅThere are new homes and space to build. 



Housing



Housing



Housing



Housing





Housing
Rental Houses

ÅSaw one house and possibly one business for 
rent.



Housing
Rental Houses

ÅI saw one sign for rent and two different 
apartment buildings. 


