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Introduction to Ralil Trails




Rail Trail Terms

Railroad Abandonment Process

- The official process by which a railroad abandons a section of rail line.

- Abandonment is accomplished through a process administered by the Surface Transportation Board.
https://www.stb.gov/

Notice of Interim Trail Use (NITU)

- This is a request by the trail organization that is filed with the STB and includes a Statement of
Willingness to Assume Financial Responsibility and a request to establish a Public Use Condition.

- Filing a PUC prohibits the railroad from selling any of the property or related structures for 180 days

-1f no NITU or PUC has been requested within 50 days of filing for abandonment then the railroad ca
proceed to abandon the line and the STB no longer has jurisdiction amailbanking is not possible ‘v




https://www.railstotrails.org/resource -library/resources/railbanking-fact-sheet/

Fact Sheet

railsto-trails
CONSErVancy

R&Ilb anking — What, Where, Why, When and How

In 1983, concerned by the rapid contraction of America’s rail
network, the U.S. Congress amended the National Trails System
Act to create the railbanking program. Railbanking is 2 method by
which lines proposed for abandonment can be preserved for future
rail use through interim conversion to trail use.

Railbanking can be requested by either a public agency or a

qualiﬁt'd Frivatt' urpniutiun at the nme that the railroad hles for

However, bridges and trestles must remain in place, and no
permanent structures can be built on the right-of-way.
Railbanking can only be requested for a rail line that i sull
under the authority of the STB. The 5TB has authority over
the corndor unul the railroad hles a notice of consummation,
which must be filed within one year of the abandonment

decision (unless the railroad requests an extension). If no



Rail Trall Resources

Railbanking

https://kansastrails.org/railbanking/

How To Railbank

https://www.railstotrails.org/trail -building-toolbox/how-to-railbank/
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource -library/resources/railbanking-fact-sheet/

Acquiring Rail Corridors

https://www.railstotrails.org/resource -library/resources/acquiring-rail-corridors-a-how-to-
manual/

Rails To Trails Conservancy

https://www.railstotrails.org/

Surface Transporation Board (STB)

https://www.stb.gov/proceedings-actions/filings/



https://kansastrails.org/railbanking/
https://www.railstotrails.org/trail-building-toolbox/how-to-railbank/
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/railbanking-fact-sheet/
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/acquiring-rail-corridors-a-how-to-manual/
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/acquiring-rail-corridors-a-how-to-manual/
https://www.railstotrails.org/
https://www.stb.gov/proceedings-actions/filings/

Kansas Rall Trail Organizations

- Central Kansas Conservancynttps://centralkansastrails.org/

- Kanza Rail Trail Conservancyittps://www.kanzatrails.org/

- Andover Augusta Rail Trall Initiativéhttps://redbudtrail.org/

- Prairie Travelershttps://prairiesunsettrail.org/prairie -travelers-inc/

- Sunflower RaitTrails Conservancyhttps://kansastrails.org/

- Kansas Dept of Wildlife & Parkdattps://ksoutdoors.com/State -Parks/Locations
Prairie Spirt and Flint Hills Nature Trall



https://centralkansastrails.org/
https://www.kanzatrails.org/
https://redbudtrail.org/
https://prairiesunsettrail.org/prairie-travelers-inc/
https://kansastrails.org/
https://ksoutdoors.com/State-Parks/Locations

Rail Trall Scenarios

- Active Rall Line

-Limited UseTt2 J| ! Wn I35 Wal ¢ RUt BIOs ¢ aqH G LN

-NousageTHz qquUUY qW¢c HEc UT YU W! Jaqs.
- Railroad in process of abandoning submit NITU/PUC request
- Railbanked

- Permanently Abandonedr not railbanked T reverted to
adjacent landowners
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Railbanked or Abandoned?




Railbanked or Abandoned?
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Track type -

- Bridge

+ . Vg https://www.openrailwaymap.org/ =

—_ L
== Tunnel ATEe

Line ref {:}

— Railroad line

KS 25
- Marrow gauge track
Track usage
-_ Siding % "~
— Yard track 3
; &
— Spur i ImE s
£
- Crozsover track 2
. Colby 1
Branch line S 24 -7 East 4th Strent s 24
Main line \
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———
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— Preserved track

-—— Track under construction

e+ Proposed track Note: Must zoom in to
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iy Abandoned track
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Operating Sites
Station :
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Find Layers
Find [Reset |
P Address
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P Quick Ref ID

> Parcel ID

P Section-Township-Range

P Help

Thomas County ORKA
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Kansas |

(A ORKA Home | PORKA | e

TN w‘y Road o = =Rt ;
.,. .‘\

Ny

| '/




https://www.ksdot.gov/bureaus/BurTransPlan/maps/RRStateMap.asp

Kansas Railroad Map 2024
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% Slale Capital BNSF Railway 1237 miles Blue Rapids Railroad 10 miles South Kansas & Oklahoma 267 miles )
Union Pagific 1535 miles Boot Hill and Western Railway 10 miles V & S Railway 22 miles lKaﬂSFlS
* (ngi?l?; g:i;"“md Station KYLE Railroad Syslern 277 miles Cimarron Valley Railway 179 miles New Century AirCenter Railroad 3 miles e Amn oy e
KYLE Railroad System, Leased from UP 139 miles Garden City Western Railway 45 miles ———— Wichita Terminal Asscciation 9 miles KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
cl MARRO N ® Present Day Railroad Station Kansas & Oklahoma Railroad 773 Miles Canadian Pacific Kansas City 18 miles ——— Kansas City Terminal Railway 33 miles 3ﬂ§E:SA?EFDTmT\‘SEPSggT‘::'Bc:::;‘:':?‘2':25’
UA“.EY Kansas & Oklahoma Railroad, UP leased 111 Miles Missouri & Northern Arkansas 8 miles AMTRAK KOOT makes T prosaminions for wocuracy of this frformaion
b adat'g | | @A AMTRAK Station Blackwell Northern Gateway Railroad 18 miles Nebraska Kansas Cclorado Railway 62 miles




EE  An official website of the United States government

@&\ SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

PROCEEDINGS & ACTIONS REPORTS & DATA RESOURCES NEWS & COMMUNICATIONS ABOUT STB _ SEARCH

Home » Proceedings & Actions » Search STB Records

Search STB Records

This page allows you to search the records in the Surface Transportation Board's formal dockets, specifically, the filings and agency decisions. You may search for these
records using the filters provided, including docket number, partial docket number, date range, and words or phrases in the records or docket title.

To see all filings and decisions for an individual docket, select “Dockets (Including Service Lists)” in the Search For field. This search will also give the option to generate a
service list.

For help on how to use the Search tool, click here. If you need additional help in locating a record, please contact the Rail Customer and Public Assistance program.

Search For: | Decisions v
Docket Number: v v Docket Title:

Service Date: Start: | mm/dd/yyyy m End:  mm/dd/yyyy B
Decision Type: v Decision 1D:
Deciding Body: v Decision Summary:

Document Text Search A
All of these words:

This exact phra. »:  Nebraska Kansas Colorado



EE  An official website of the United States govermment

__ SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD https://www.stb.gvov/proceedlngvs-actlons/flllngvs/

PROCEEDINGS & ACTIONS REPORTS & DATA RESOURCES MNEWS & COMMUNICATIONS ABOUT STB

Home » Proceedings & Actions » Search STB Records

Search STB Records

This page allows you to search the records in the Surface Transportation Board's formal dockets, specifically, the filings and agency decisions. You may search for these
records using the filters provided, including docket number, partial docket number, date range, and words or phrases in the records or docket title.

To see all filings and decisions for an individual docket, select “Dockets (Including Service Lists)” in the Search For field. This search will also give the option to generate a
service list.

For help on how to use the Search tool, click here. If you need additional help in locating a record, please contact the Rail Customer and Public Assistance program.

Decisions Results: 27 Decisions

W ¢ 1-27cf27 > B

Service Decision Docket Decision Deciding
Date ID Number D .ketTitle Type Body Decision Summary Attachment
8/14/2015 44562 AB_1032_0_X MEBRASKA, KANSAS & Environmental Director, CONCLUDED THAT THE 44562 .pdf
COLORADO RAILWAY, ‘eview Office Of ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
LLC.-ABANDONMENT Environmental STATEMENT PROCESS IS
EXEMPTION-IN Analysis UMNMNECESSARY AND INVITED
DECATUR, NORTON, PUEBLIC COMMENT.
AND PHILLIPS

COUNTIES, KAN., AND
h: PLAMN COUNTY

Tl
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The trall Is ratbanked, not abandoned

A In 1983, Congress amended A
Section 8(d) of the National
Trails System Act to create a
program to preserve rall R
corridors, through which
corridors that would otherwise
be abandoned, can be
preserved for future rail use by
converting them to interim trail R
use.

Rail banking conserves an eut
of-service rail corridor under

the National Trails System Act.

In the event of a national
emergency or economic
necessity, service can be
restored within the railroad
corridor

During the interim, the corridor
can be used as a recreational
corridor.




A KS Duties of Responsible Party ( K.S./8382)

PARTIAL LISTHN&&e Statute for detailed list, and legal counsel for

interpretation.

Provide for safety of existing easements, as well as sighage, litter contrc
and law enforcement.

Grant easements for crossings and designate corridor formotorized
use.

Maintain corridor, which includes fencing, culverts, and bridges, as well
other obligations.

Reduce fire hazard.
Provide for noxious weed control.



Wellsville

LEGEND

= BRIDGE AND CULVERT REPLACEMENTS (24)
= BRIDGE RENOVATIONS (57)

= MINOR MODIFICATIONS (383)

= HIGHWAY CROSSINGS (9)

= PAVED COUNTY ROAD CROSSINGS (21)

= GRAVEL COUNTY ROAD CROSSINGS (80)




Control Access




Gates

Galvanized gates.
Breakaway sheer pin for
padlocks.

Swing In either direction.
Ant-theft hardware on
Signs.



